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Israeli troops shoot dead West Banker 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli soldiers shot dead a Palestinian 
youth in the occupied West Bank Wednesday as Palestinians staged their 
first strike for more than six weeks, miliary sources said. Palestinians said 
renewed dashes and the commercial strike were signs rMr nearly 
39-month -old uprising against Israeli occupation was back on track after 
the army stxfied protest action with curfews at the start of the Gulf War. 
The military sources said troops fired at stone-throwers in Beit Rima 
village near Ramallah after the youths ignored orders to stop. One 
Palestinian died from his wounds before an army helicopter arrived to 
take him to hospital. Palestinians named the dead youth as lS-y ear-old 
Adli AI Barghouthi. They said he was shot in die chest and bead while 
trying to prevent soldiers from entering a school. 
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SLA kins 5 in S. Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (API — Five Palestinian guerrillas were killed Wednesday in 
a dash with the Israeli-backed militia in South Lebanon, the Israeli army 
command said. The army said m a statement that a South Lebanon Army 
militia patrol encountered the guerrillas near the village Of Shihin, which 
is 3 kilometres north of the Israeli border in Israel's self-proclaimed 
•■security zone” in South Lebanon. The militiamen pursued the guerrillas, 
opened fire and killed all five, the army said. Israel radio said the 
guerrillas belonged to Naycf Hawatmeb’s Democratic From for the 
Liberation of Palestine. It added that Kalashnikov rifles and hand 
grenades were found on the bodies. The dash came a day after Katyusha 
rockets were fired at nonhem Israel from South Lebanon. They caused no 
damage or casualties. The security zone was set up in South Lebanon in 
1985 to protect Israel's northern border from infiltrators. Israel carved out 
the zone after withdrawing the bulk of its uoops after its 1982 invasin of 
Lebanon. The zone is patrolled by Israeli troops and the largely Christian 
South Lebanon Army militia. 
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Basra under 


Baghdad’s control 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI REPUBLICAN Guard 
units appeared Wednesday to 
have regained control of Basra 
^ while disturbances flared in the 
northern.- Kurdish region. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein fired his interior mmistw and 
appointed to the post a cousin, 
who crushed a Kurdish rebellion 
in 1989. 

The Kurds were the latest to 
join the revolt ignited in Basra, 
Iraq’s second-largest dty, after 
last week's Gulf war ceasefire. 


Iraq’s government-controlled 
Al Baath newspaper carried a 
signed article by Saddam’s son 
Udai, in which he denied reports 
that he had been killed during the 
Basra rebellion. 

In Riyadh, U.S. military 
sources said the pro-government 
Republican Guard apparently 
have controlled die rebellion in 
the city and were moving north to 
quell disturbances in Karbala, 
100 kilometres south of Baghdad. 

One of the U.S. military 

(Condoned on page 5) 


35 PoWs arrive in Riyadh 


RIYADH. (AP) — A Red Cross 
plane carrying 35 former allied 
prisoners of war arrived at 
Riyadh Wednesday from Bagh- 
dad. 

The chartered aircraft touched 
down at an air base about 1:15 
p.m. (1315 GMT). The former 
PoWs — were greeted by officials 
of their respective governments 
as they came off the plane. 

They were the second group of 
PoWs freed by Baghdad, which 
% says it has now releaseed all its 
Gulf war prisoners. 

Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, 
commander of U.S. forces in die 
Gulf, was among those on hand 


to welcome the prisoners. 

The plane was one of two on 
which 291 Iraqi PoWs were re- 
turned to Baghdad earlier in the 
day. They were the first Iraqi 
prisoners to be freed by die allies. 

Bad weather had delayed the 
exchange by a day. 

Also Wednesday, the British 
Ministry of Defence said it has 
released 32 Iraqis who had been 
held in England after it was deter- 
mined they had military finks. 
But other Iraqis detained because 
they were believed to present 
security risks are still held by 

(Continued on page 3) 


‘Kuwait to hold 


democratic elections’ 


Combined agency dispatches 

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait’s 
prime minister vowed Wednes- 
day to bold democratic elections 
and said no retributions would be 
taken against the newly liberated 
country’s large Palestinian com- 
munity. 

"I can’t fix the date" for the 
elections, crown Prince Saad 
Abdullah Al Sabah told a news 
conference shortly before he met 
with British Prune Minister John 
Major, who flew here for a one- 
day visit. 

^ “All I could say is when the 

Israel ready t 


situation inside Kuwait allows it, 
I shall not hesitate to start the 
public- elections," said Al Sabah, 
speaking as reconstruction of his 
wax-torn country progressed. 

A number of resident Palesti- 
nians have been accused of col- 
laborating with Iraqi forces dur- 
ing the seven-month occupation, 
but the prince said most Palesti- 
nians tried to help Kuwaitis. 

Earlier this week. Sheikh 
Ahmed Al Sabah, head of the 
main Kuwait resistance camp, 
said at least 10,000 Palestinians 

(Continued on page 5) 

• talk to 


Arab coalition members 


LONDON (AP) — Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy met with 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
Tuesday and discussed the oppor- 
tunities for peace following the 
Gulf war. 

The Foreign Office would not 
say to what extent agreement was 
reached on the attempt to find a 
solution to the Arab- Israeli dis- 
pute. 

But a department spokesman 
said, "both agreed that the result 
of the coalition efforts against 
Iraq offered opportunities to 
make progress towards peace and 
security in the region.” 
j>. After his two-hour meeting 
' with Hurd, Levy told the British 
Broadcasting Corp., “I am ready 
to speak to the leaders of the 
Arab countries face to face, 
directly,” but he reiterated 
Israel’s refusal to deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. Levy spoke through an in- 
terpreter. 

Yossi Haddass, deputy 
director-general of Israel's Fore- 
ign Ministry, travelled with Levy 


and later told Channel 1 News 
that although Israel preferred bi- 
lateral talks, it was willing to 
meet with the six Golf states. 
Egypt and Syria, together. 

•Tf they would invite us to talk 
directly, with no prior conditions, 
we are going to accept it,” he told 
Independent Television News. 

The eight were the principal 
Arab members of the anti-Arab 
coalition in the war. 

He said the Gulf “found Israel 
in the same camp with these eight 
countries, so we have a common 
interest today.” 

“So here perhaps is a common 
ground for talking and having a 
new start for a political process to 
reach peace,” Haddass said in 
English. 

“The international community 
now accepts the fact that the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is not the 
only confldt in the region. It's a 
very serious one with the Palesti- 
nian problem, certainly, so we 
would like to start with new 

thinking , fresh thinkin g, all of US 

together," Haddass said. 


King, Mitterrand exchange views; 
Masri receives U.N. envoy Aime 



AMMAN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Wednes- 
day received a telephone call 
from French President Francois 
Mitterrand who expressed his 
pride in his friendship with the 
King and in bilateral relations 
between the Jordanian and 
French peoples. Mr. Mitterrand 
landed King Hussein’s wise lead-, 
ership and affirmed France’s sup- 
port for Jordan, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra reported. The 
French president also expressed 
appreciation of Jordan's balanced 
stands and its incessant efforts 
towards establishing peace in the 
Middle East. 

Petra said the French leader 
expressed a desire to activate 
contacts, with the King, who vi- 
sited Paris twice in search of a 
peaceful solution to the Gulf cri- 
sis before war broke out on Jan. 
17. 

France, a member of the U.S.- 
led coalition that forced Iraq out 
of Kuwait last week, backs the 
idea of an international Middle 
East peace conference to try to 
settle the Palestinian issue. 

Jordan, which has long been 
working towards such a confer- 



F rancors Mitterrand 


ence, now wants to build on 
world attention generated by the 
Gulf crisis to help settle the 
festering Palestinian problem. 

But it has said it will not accept 
substitutes for the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation at any 
peace talks because it views the 
PLO as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinians. 

Also on Wednesday. Foreign 
Minister Taher Al Masri discus- 
sed the situation of Palestinians 
under Israeli rule with Jean- 


Claude Aime, an envoy of U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

Aime is on a post-war tour of 
the region to prepare a report for 
Perez de Cuellar on the political 
situation in the region and long- 
term peace prospects. 

Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddine said Wednesday Jordan 
was not upset that U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker will not visit 
Amman as part of his own exten- 
sive Middle East tour, starting 


Thursday. 

Baker will visit Arab coalition 
allies Saudi Arabia, Egypt. Syria 
— as well as Turkey, Israel and 
the Soviet Union — to try to 
develop a new Middle East peace 
process. 

“We don’t feel angry, bitter, 
left out or anything of that sort. 
We take it as a visit to the 
countries that supported the Un- 
ited States daring the war.” 
Izzeddine told reporters during 
his daily briefing. 

“We were left out of the trip 
because we are not members of 
this coalition,'’ he said. “But we 
will have other diplomatic means 
to communicate with the United 
States." 

Ties between the United States 
and Jordan were strained because 
of differences over the Gulf crisis 
in its early stages. 

They were further strained 
when Jordan accused the United 
States and its allies of devastating 
Iraq and randomly killing women 
and children by air bombard- 
ment. 

Jordan stayed neutral through- 
out the war. 


U.S. Arab allies form peace force; Iran 
protests; Britain, France welcome move 


DAMASCUS (R) — Eight Arab 
allies in the U.S.-led alliance 
against Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein agreed Wednesday to 
form a peacekeeping force to 
maintain post-war Gulf security. 

A statement issued after a two- 
day meeting in Damascus by the 
foreign ministers of Syria, Egypt 
and the six-nation Golf Coopera- 
tion Councfl (GCQ said the force 
would mainly consist of Syrian 
and Egyptian troops. 

“The presence of Egyptian and 
Syrian forces on Saadi territories 
and other Arab countries in the 
Gulf represents a nucleus for an 
Arab force which would guaran- 
tee security and peace of the 
Arab countries in the Gulf re- 
gion,” the statement said. ■ 

The thinly populated GCC 
states Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and United Arab 
Emirates have vast oil wealth but 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait 
showed them to be militarily 
vulnerable. 

Egypt and Syria, with popula- 
tion of 55 million and 12 million 
respectively and huge land armies 
built up to face their traditional 
enemy Israel, participated in the 
U . S . -led alliance that freed 
Kuwait last week. 

The statement said the new 
joint force would “constitute a 
model that would guarantee the 
integral Arab defence system.'' 

Extra Egyptian and Syrian 
troops would replace American, 
British and other Western troops- 
expected to withdraw from the 
Gulf once a ceasefire is signed 
with Iraq. 

They would balance the two 
major military powers in the re- 
gion Iran and Iraq. But the pre- 
sence of Syrian troops friendly to 
Iran should make the alliance 
easier for Tehran to accept, di- 
plomats in the region said. 

Iran protests 

However, Wednesday criti- 


cised the draft Gulf security pact 
saying it would harm all regional 
states. 

Iran, the strongest Gulf coun- 
try after Iraq's weakening, says 
regional security is exclusively the'* 
job of Gulf states. 

“Drawing up plans which are 
not comprehensive will in the final 
analysis hurt the interests of all 
countries of the region.” Tehran 
Radio said in a commentary soon 
after the pact was announced. 

“It seems the plan formulated 
in Damascus lacks comprehen- 
siveness and is unlikely to have a 
better fate than the Persian Gulf 
Cooperation Councfl," it said. 

Tehran Radio said the draft 
fact ‘reflected the line-up of re- 
gional governments in the recent 
war and is not fully in line with 
the needs for security at present 
and future.” 

The pact could not embrace 
other countries, it said, because 
of “considerations of the real 


KUWAIT (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major won a 
guarantee from Kuwait’s ruling 
family Wednesday that British 
firms would get lucrative con- 
tracts to help rebuild the coun- 
try’s war-devastated capital. 

Major, the first foreign leader 
to visit Kuwait City since its 
liberation last week from seven 
months of Iraqi occupation, 
talked with Crown Prince Sheikh 
Saad Abdullah Al Sabah and met 
British forces who took part in 
the war against the Iraqis. 

“The crown prince said British 
firms would play a full part in the 
reconstruction of Kuwait, given 
our old ties,” British Ambassador 
Michael Weston told reporters 
after the talks. 


designers of the plan and its 
backers.” 

Iran says Gulf security arrange- 
ments should involve Iran, Iraq 
and other regional states based 
on paragraph 8 of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 598 which 
settled the 1980-88 Iran- Iraq war. 

The Gulf states are expected in 
exchange to shore up the cash- 
strapped economies of Syria and 
Egypt. 

The so-called Damascus Dec- 
laration signed by the eight minis- 
ters said time was ripe for an 
international peace conference 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“The participants believe that 
the convening of an international 
peace conference under the spon- 
sorship of the United Nations is a 
suitable framework to end the 
Israeli occupation of Arab land 
and ensure the rights of the 
Palestinian people.” 

They agreed on establishing a 
new Arab order in the post-war 


American firms are expected to 
obtain up to 70 per cent of 
contracts in the multi-billion dol- 
lar programme to rebuild Kuwait, 
whose capital lies in blackened 
ruins and whose oil wells were set 
ablaze. 

Britain, which fielded the 
second largest force in the U.S.- 
led coalition that drove out the 
Iraqis, is bidding for a sizeable 
share of the balance. 

Margaret Thatcher, Major’s 
predecessor as prime minister, 
played a leading rtile in helping 
U.S. President George Bush 
form the coalition,- and Kuwait 
was a British protectorate until 
1961. 

Major arrived in Kuwait from 
Moscow where he had three days 


era and stressed respect for the 
principles of international law, 
especially those related to the 
sovereignty and independence of 
states. 

On economic cooperation, the 
statement said: 

“Economic policies will be 
formed to achieve balanced eco- 
nomic development as a prelude 
to establishing an Arab economic 
bloc...” 

It did not spell out details. 

The ministers expressed sup- 
port for the Iraqi people in the 
civil unrest sweeping southern 
Iraq. 

“The countries in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, Syria and 
Egypt, express their deep regret 
over the ugliest form of suffering 
to which .the Iraqi people are 
being subjected,” the statement 
said. 


(Continued on page 5) 


of talks with Soviet leaders. Pre- 
vented from landing at Kuwait 
City aijport by billowing black 
smoke from oil fires, be landed 
instead at Ktofji in neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia and completed the 
journey by helicopter. 

The British premier went to 
Kuwait against the advice of 
some military aides who said law 
and order in the emirate had not 
been sufficiently restored. 

Crown Prince Saad, Kuwait’s 
prime minister and martial law 
administrator, received him at 
the sumptuous Diwan Palace out- 
side the dty centre, undamaged 
during the occupation. 

He told Major through an in- 
terpreter: “I want to express deep 
(Continued on page 3) 


Major secures Britain full 
share in Kuwait reconstruction 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday receives visiting Canadian 
Foreign Minister Joe Clark (Petra photo) 


Canada exploring region’s 
peace prospects — Clark 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Canada is 
exploring Jordan's views on Mid- 
dle East questions. Foreign 
Minister Joe Dark said upon 
arrival Wednesday. 

Mr. Q ark said he will discuss 
some post-war prospects with 
Jordanian officials. 

Asked if the U.N. would force 
Israel to implement U.N. Secur- 
ity Coundl resolutions on the 
Palestine question, Mr. Clark 
said he did not think it would be 
the case. “Pan of the U.N. sys- 
tem now has been demonstrated, 
that it can be effective with re- 
gard to the aggression against 
Kuwait, it will be important to 
demonstrate some progress on 
other vital questions including the 
question of the legitimate claims 
of the Palestinians,” he said. 

“That will not happen dramati- 
cally or overnight, but I think it is 
possible for some solid progress 
to be made," he added. 

Asked whether the U.N. would 
impose sanctions on Israei, Mr. 
Q ark said: “I think what is more 
likely to happen and should be 
encouraged is to recognise that 
there has been effectiveness in 
calling U.N. action in one case. 


That means there is an opportun- 
ity for the U.N. to act effectively 
on other issues. Obviously an 
urgent question in this region is 
the question of the legitimate 
interests of the Palestinians. And 
certainly discussions have already 
begun on how one might find 
ways” for implementing U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. said Mr. Clark affirmed the 
important role the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
could play as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people in order to resolve the 
Palestine question. 

Petra said Mr. Clark expressed 
concern over statements voicing 
doubts about the role of the PLO 
and its representation of the 
Palestinian people. 

On ways to bring about peace 
to the Gulf region he said that it 
could be achieved either by de- 
ploying observer troops or de- 
ploying forces from countries of 
the region. 

Mr. Q ark was received at the 
airport by Foreign Minister Taher 
Al Masri and the Canadian 
ambassador to Jordan. 


Hrawi appeals to Bush 
to evict Israel from south 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi appealed 
Wednesday to U.S. President 
George Bush for help in securing 
an Israeli troop withdrawal from 
South Lebanon, officials said. 

“My country seeks your con- 
tinued support as we look for- 
ward to an early and comprehen- 
sive implementation of the 
(U.N.) Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425 in order to secure the 
Israeli withdrawal from South 
iebanon,” the Syrian-backed 
Lebanese leader told Bush in a 
letter. 

Israel carved up parts of Sonrb 
Lebanon following an incursion 
into the country in 1978. The 
United Nations issued its resolu- 
tion soon after, calling for an 
unconditional pullout. 

But Israel ignored the resolu- 
tion and established a “security 
zone” that runs up to 15 
kilometres into Lebanese territory 
following another invasion in 
1982. 

“I also hope for a resolution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict on a just 
and equitable basis which will 
allow all the people of the region 
to live in peace and security," 
Hrawi said. 

The United States and its allies 
promised to tackle the problems 
of the Middle East after Iraq's 
pullout from Kuwait last week. 

Hrawi thanked Bush for his 


commitment to Lebanon’s unity, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence, and particu- 
larly bis support for the Taif pact, 
ratified by parliament and 
signed into law last year. 

The internationally-backed 
Taif pact gave Muslims more 
power in the country’s once 
Christian-dominated political sys- 
tem and led to the formation of a 
national unity cabinet. 

Security sources in Rashaya in 
the South said Lebanese army 
troops Wednesday defused three 
Soviet-designed Katyusha rockets 
aimed ar Israel. The rockets were 
near the eastern part of the 
“security zone.” which Israel set 
up in 1985. 

Hrawi, who sent the army to 
the south last month, pledged last 
Saturday to end Palestinian rock- 
et attacks against Israel. 

Four Katyushas hit the Jewish 
state Tuesday, the first fired from 
South Lebanon since January 
when Palestinian commandos 
launched over 60 Katyushas to 
show support for Iraq in the Gulf 
war. 

An estimated 1,000 Israeli 
troops hold the security zone with 
a 3,000-strong Israeli-backed 
militia, the South Lebanon army. 

Israel says its troops will stay 
until the Lebanese government 
demonstrates it can stop attacks 
on the Jewish state. 


Iraq threatened by epidemics; nothing works there — U.N. 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Catastrophic 
epidemics of cholera, typhoid 
and meningitis conld loll more 
people in Iraq than the war 
itself did if basic food supplies, 
medicines as well as electricity 
and dean water are not made 
av aila ble to Iraqi people be- 
fore the weather warms up in 
the coming weeks, a U.N. 
agency official said Wednes- 
day. 

"The n um ber of deaths that 
could result from any of these 
epidemics could greatly out- 
number total battle deaths and 
civilian casualties — we are 
talking about tens- of 
thousands," Richard Reid, re- 


gional director of the United 
Nation s Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF), said. 

Speaking to reporters, Mr. 
Reid said that in fight of the 
continued economic blockade 
of Iraq and the lack of electric- 
ity coupled with the inevitable 
breakdown of adequate medic- 
al infrastructure and services 
“Iraq is on die edge of what 
could be a catastrophe". 

Water supply in Baghdad 
has been cut down to less than 
five per cent of original supply 
and there are no operational 
water and sewage treatement 
plants, according to a 
UNICEF-World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) report made 
available to the press. 

There appears to be unwil- 
lingness by the international 


co mmunity to maintain sanc- 
tions against Iraq, bat inten- 
tions on their own offer little 
hope of alleviating the current 
situation. Asked if UNICEF 
was willing to make available 
to concerned NGOs a list of 
medicines and medical equip- 
ment needed, Mr. Reid said 
the list had been given to the 
UJ4. Security Council’s sanc- 
tions committee. 

UNICEF, as its name im- 
plies, relieves the s uff e ring of 
children in particular and is - 
planning to send badly needed 
vaccines to Iraq in the next few 
days. 

The agency had sent 24 ton- 
nes of basic medical and health 
supplies to Iraq via Iran in mid 
February. 

Mr. Reid said that U.N. 


agencies would ask for a huma- 
nitarian ceasefire in southern 
Iraq, where hostilities took 
place in the past week, if 
necessary to take relief sup- 
plies. No such permits had 
- been granted during allied 
attacks on Iraq during the 42- 
day war. 

The UNICEF director said 
that he was receiving updates 
of the current situation in Iraq 
on a daily basis from two UN- 
ICEF officers now based in 
Baghdad. "Conditions have 
improved slightly bat there is 
still a serious risk of outbreaks 
of typhoid, cholera and 
meningitis,” he said. 

The part of Iraq which was 
suffering the most severely 
from lack of food, medicines 
and water supplies was prob- 


ably the southern Iraqi dty of 
Basra, Mr. Reid added. 

He said the closure of 
schools and cold weather have 
helped the epidemics from 
spreading so far. "When the 
hot weather begins, at the end 
of the month, the incubation of 
the diseases will speed up.” 

The partial breakdown of 
the medical system in Iraq was 
attributed by Mr. Reid, among 
other reasons, to the inability 
of medical staff to come fo 
work due to lack of gasoline. 

UNICEF bad asked the 
U.N. sanctions committee to 
approve the shipment of diesel 
fuel and spare parts for gener- 
ators to pump water and chlor- 
ine to purify it, Mr. Reid said, 
indicating the total depend- 
ence of the U.N. agency on the 


political branch of its mother 
organisation. 

Mr. Reid and the joint 
UNICEF- WHO report painted 
a picture of a dty (Baghdad) 
thrown back in time. 

He said people were riding 
horses through the streets of 
the capital because there was 
no petrol and stripping bran- 
ches from trees in parks to use 
as firewood. 

“Nothing works there, no- 
thing. There's no water in the 
spigot, nothing happens when 
you flush the toilet, you can't 
use your refrigerator, you can’t 
make the car run because 
there’s no gas — nothing,” he 
said. 

Low cost rations of rice, 
flour, sugar, cooking oil and 


tea from the Iraqi government 
provided under half the daily 
required calories for even 
small children and had to be 
supplemented by increasingly 
expensive food from local mar- 
kets. 

The report said the price of 
meat had risen to $36 a kilo — 
about four days wages for an 
average urban worker. 

Families had not been able 
to store perishable food be- 
cause of lack of electridty and 
infants were being fed orange 
juice when milk is unavailable, 
the report said. It said many 
mothers were unable to breast- 
feed their children because of 
stress caused by five weeks of 
bombardment by the United 
States and its allies. 


Sales of scarce bottled gas 
for cooking and heating set off 
near stampedes, it said. 

The Iraqi government said 
this week it would increase 
rations of infant formula food. 

Mr. Reid said Baghdad resi- 
dents had seemed remarkably 
resilient through the allied 
attacks. 

“While we were there there 
was intense bombing for three 
days — day and night," he 
said. 

"We noticed that children 
were flying kites, groups of 
kids were playing football and 
people were out looking for 
food — it became dear that 
after the first few days of bom- 
bardment people got down to 
the business of coping.” 
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Pope urges world community 
to seek justice for Palestinians 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul said on Wednesday he 
hoped one day to go to Jerusalem 
to issue a joint appeal for Middle 
East peace with Jews and Mus- 
lims. 

The Pope, ending a Vatican 
summit on the Gulf war. also said 
a solution to the Palestinian ques- 
tion was viral to peace in the 
region and urged the internation- 
al community to commit itself to 
seeking justice for the Palesti- 
nians. 

“I fervently hope that one day 
circumstances will allow me to 
travel as a pilgrim to that city 
unique in the world," the Pope 
said. 

He said he wanted to go to 
Jerusalem "to repeat from there, 
together with Jewish, Christian 


and Muslim faithful,” a peace 
message he delivered at an inter- 
religious service in Assisi, Italy, 
in 1986. 

The Pope was speaking at his 
weekly general audience, where 
he formally closed a two-day 
meeting on the war attended by 
Catholic leaders from the Middle 
East and the West. 

The Vatican has never recog- 
nised Israel's annexation of East 
Jerusalem and its declaration of 
the holy city as its "united and 
eternal" capital, key obstacles to 
diplomatic relations. 

The Holy See wants the city, 
which is sacred to Christians, 
Muslims and Jews, to be pro- 
tected by international guaran- 
tees. 

"It is called upon to be a city of 


peace, it cannot continue to be a 
subject of discord and con- 
troversy,” the Pope said. 

The Pope, who has said in the 
past Israel has a right to security, 
said the Palestinian question had 
to be resolved. 

“The injustice of which the 
Palestinian people has been a 
victim calls for a commitment by 
all, in particular those responsible 
for nations and the international 
community. 

“Only with an intense search 
for an immediate beginning of a 
solution can that people be finally 
recognised in its dignity," he said. 

The Pope said the international 
community bad perhaps forgot- 
ten other regional problems in- 
cluding Cyprus and the Kurdish 
question. 


Journalists reported in 
Iraqi ‘rebels’ custody 


GENEVA (R) — An Iraqi 
opposition group said on 
Wednesday it had given refuge to 
21 foreign journalists reported 
missing in southern Iraq. 

The supreme council of the Isla- 
mic Revolution In Iraq, in a 
statement issued in Geneva, said: 
some of the reporters were 
wounded when they were caught 
in an exchange of fire between 
forces loyal to president Saddam 
Hussein and "resistance fight- 
ers.” 

But they were now well and alt 
resume their work when condi- 
tions were appropriate, the state- 
ment said. 

In Riyadh, the U.S. military 
said Wednesday it had failed to 
trace 25 journalists who went 
missing in southern Iraq. 

“We know absolutely nothing. 


It’s not for want of looking. We 
know nothing,” a U.S. army 
officer told reporters. 

The journalists left Kuwait last 
Sunday, heading for the southern 
Iraqi city of Basra. 

The Pentagon said the journal- 
ists apparently skirted a U.S. 
military checkpoint in occupied 
Iraqi territory. 

The 25 workes for organisa- 
tions based in the United States, 
Britain, France. Italy and Brazil. 

A correspondent for the 
French Radio station France- 
Infos said a major of Iraq's Re- 
publican Guard told him he was 
holding a group of French jour- 
nalists and would exchange them 
for Iraqis captured by allied 
forces. ¥ 

Alain Menargues said the ma- 
jor, in charge of the first Iraqi 


checkpoint on the road from 
Kuwait city to Basra, declined to 
say how many journalists he was 
holding. 

The French foreign ministry 
listed 15 French journalists 
among those missing. 

A cameraman for the interna- 
tional television news agency Vis- 
News said a Republican Guard 
major told him at a roadblock 
that about 10 western journalists 
had been '"captured"* and were 
being held by the guard in Basra. 

The cameraman told Reuters 
on returning to Kuwait city that 
the major said the newsmen were 
safe. 

The missing journalists include 
two Reuter photographers, Paris- 
based Frenchman Philippe 
Wojazer, and American Santiago 
Lyon, based in Mexico City. 


Scud missiles reported 
headed for Syria 


ROME (AP) — A cargo ship is 
sailing to Syria with a qonsign- 
ment of Scud missiles, an Italian 
newspaper said Tuesday^. 
j Corriere Della Sera said the 
missiles were bought in North 
Korea and are apparently more 
advanced than those used by Iraq 
in the Gulf war. 

The report, quoting unidenti- 
fied Lebanese sources, was re- 
leased in advance of publication 
in Wednesday’s editions. 

Built on order for Syria, the 
missiles have a range of 600 
kilometres and can carry chemic- 


al and bacteriological weapons, 
* the 'report ‘said.' ■ • 

While lraq was. forced to re- 
id Lice the weight of its warheads 
‘‘frOm l.fJOb kilogrammes to 250 
kilogrammes in order to increase 
the range, the Korean-made mis- 
siles require no such adjustments, 
the paper said. 

“Damascus will have the ability 
of deploying its Scuds in northern 
regions, making a pre-emptive 
raid by Israeli planes very diffi- 
cult,” the report said. 

• Corriere Della Sera said the 


missiles are being transported 
. aboard the; ship “Al Yarinpuk," 

. flying the Syrian flag. The vessel 
' is sailing m the- Mediteiranean 
towards the ‘Syrian P° rt 
Ida, it saidl 

The ship was forced to sail 
around Africa in order to avoid 
going through the Suez Canal 
where coalition naval forces are 
still enforcing the embargo 
against Iraq, the paper said. 

Since leaving North Korea, the 
vessel has refuelled in Singapore, 
Madagascar and Morocco, the 
report said. 


Mines take their toll on Kuwaitis 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — It was 
one day after Iraqi forces left the 
dty, and the young resistance, 
fighter was taking some of his 
weapons to a police station. 

He stepped on what looked 
like an innocent matchobox. It 
exploded, blasting his left leg off 
at the knee and tearing dime- 
sized chunks of flesh from his 
chest and left arm. 

For Ahmed Al Wabbadan, 18, 
it was a deadly farewell gift from 
his enemies of seven months. 

But it could have been worse. 

French special forces engineers 
found long rows of more power- 
ful mines along miles of beach- 
front, planted by the Iraqis for 
an expected allied amphibious 
invasion that never came. 

All were anti-personnel mines, 
chief Sgt. Christian Mondage 
said, both the ordinary kind and 
Italian-made “bouncing betties" 
that when stepped on shoot up to 
waist height and explode. 

It’s slow work finding them, he 
said, and mine detectors don't 
always work. It’s wiser to gently 
probe for them. 

“The best way is the bayonet,” 
said the short, wiry paratrooper. 
"It is very long work, but very 
necessary.” 


Larger, heavier anti-tank 
mines in other areas posed 
another nasty problem. It was 
possible some had booby traps 
beneath them that would explode 
when the mine was lifted., 

Mondage and his men had 
been at it four days, part of U.S. , 
British and French army efforts 
to dear this city of the lethal 
leftovers of war — mines, 
weapons and ammunition from 
Iraq as well as unexpkxled allies 
munitions. 

There were no official esti- 
mates of how much there was. 
Tons would be a safe guess. One 
U.S. army colonel on Sunday 
morbidly referred to it as a verit- 
able “candy store” of ordinance. 

Mondage’s working party 
alone had filled a medium-sized 
truck with about 30 rocket- 
propelled grenades, an equal 
□umber of mortar shells, and two 
boxes of small and heavy-caliber 
ammunition left by the withdraw- 
ing Iraqis. 

Finding, collecting and dispos- 
ing of all this is a large problem 
throughout the dty, a senior U.S. 
army civil affaire officer told re- 
porters Tuesday. 

He said leaflets have been 
spread around the city warning 


residents not to touch munitions 
they find and to tell authorities. 

Every day, he said, he gets 
reports of weapons found, includ- 
ing abandoned anti-aircraft guns 
with live rounds still in their 
breaches. 

"The other day„we had some 
Kuwaiti children who were dimb- 
ing on (an Iraqi) tank,” he said. 

He and his men warned the 
children away, and looked inside 
the tank and another one nearby. 

"Both of the tanks had their 
full basic load of ammunition and 
each had a round in the breach,” 
he said. 

Estimates of how many dvilian 
casualties have been caused by 
weaponry laying about the dty 
are hard to come by. 

The army dvil affairs officer, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said he knew of two chil- 
dren injured — had badly, be 
didn’t say — when they picked up 
a mine that exploded. 

But doctors at one of the city's 
major medical facilities, Mubarak 
Hospital, reported 20 casualties 
in that hospital alone since the 
Iraqis fled on Feb. 25. 

One had died. 

Al Wabbadan, the young re- 
sistance fighter, was among the 
19 who survived. 


Soviet Jews 
seek greener 
pastures out 
of Israel 


By Miriam Jordan 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— An Israeli cabinet minister 
expressed concern on Tuesday 
that newly arrived Soviet Jews 
were seeking greener pastures 
elsewhere and said the trickle 
could become a flood. 

"A number of law offices 
have opened in Tel Aviv and 
Haifa to encourage emigration 
of- Soviet immigrants from 
Israel to Germany. Canada 
and Australia.” Immigration 
Minister Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz 
said. 

Israel has relied on Jewish 
immigration for growth since 
i($ establishment, and the ex- 
pected arrival of one million 
Soviet Jews in coming years 
would swell its 4.8 million 
population by a fifth- 

But limited job opportuni- 
ties and the high cost of living 
are dissuading some newcom- 
ers from staying. 

"This is alarming," Peretz 
told army radio. He said it was 
hard to keep track, but at least 
500 Soviet Jews had left for 
Germany. Canada. Australia 
and South Africa in 1990. 

Canadian and Australian 
embassy officials in TeJ Aviv 
said they had received some 
inquiries from Soviet immig- 
rants. but had not noted a 
substantia] increase in im- 
migration applications. 

"Every phenomenon starts 
with small numbers and then 
may spread. They (the 
lawyers) promise to arrange 
documents and work in these 
countries." said Peretz. 

About 185.000 Soviet Jews 
arrived in Israel last year in a 
wave Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir called a blessing. 

The exodus was made possi- 
ble by Kremlin reforms but the 
flood into Israel was largely a 
result of entry restrictions im- 
posed by the United States, 
where the .vast majority of; 
Soviet Jews have-moved.since, 
the 1970s. • 

Israel has opposed any U.S.. 
move to increase quotas for 
Soviet Jews. 

Israeli officials fear projec- 
tions of 300,000 Soviet arrivals 
this year will not be realised as 
news of economic difficulties in 
Israel spreads to the Soviet 
Union. January and February 
were already weak months for 
immigration due to the Gulf 
war. 

Many highly-educated 
Soviet Jews have difficulty 
finding jobs in Israel, and ris- 
ing housing costs coupled with 
cuts in sfate subsidies have 
increased their woes. 

The average aid package for 
a family of, three has fallen 
from a $10,500 grant in March 
1990 to $6,900 this year, with a 
third of the total now awarded 
as a loan. 

Housing costs in Israel rose 
31.6 per cent in 1990, and the 
consumer price index rose 17.6 
per cent in the same period. 

“Housing prices keep rising, 
but their aid package keeps 
shrinking.” said Shimon 
Limor. a real estate agent in 
the northern Israeli town of 
Kiryat Yam who services im- 
migrants. 

Newcomers to Israel are en- 
titled to a $38,000 state mort- 
gage. An average two-bed- - 
'room flat costs $65,000. 

“I feel more like a counsel- 
lor than a real estate agent. 
These people break out in 
tears when they realise they 
can’t pay $500 a month to rent 
a two-bedroom apartment,” he 
told Reuters. 

“I end up suggesting two 
families share one apartment.” 

It brings back memories of 
life in the Soviet Union. 


Soviet envoy in Iran to discuss j 

Iraq unrest, Gulf security 


NICOSIA (R) — Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alexander Be- 
lonogov arrived in'" Tehran on 
Wednesday to seek Iran's views 
on unrest in Iraq and spell out 
Moscow's stance on post-war 
security in the Gulf. 

Belonogov told the national 
Iranian News Agnecy IRNA he 
wanted to find out how Iran 
gauged the dvil unrest against 
Iraq’s President Saddam Hussein, 
formerly a major Soviet ally in 
the Middle East. 

Iraq sent its deputy prime 
minister, Saadoun Hammadi, on 
a surprise mission to Iran on 
Tuesday. 

“The military stage has now 
come to an end and the political 
phase has started,'’ said Belono- 
gov, referring to Iraq's defeat and 
the recapture of Kuwait by U.S.- 
led allies last week. 

“The United Nations should 
take all necessary measures to 
prevent any repetition of similar 


cases," he added. 

Moscow and Iran Med in a 
last-ditch diplomatic effort to se- 
cure an unconditional Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait. Belonogov 
was one of the Kremlin envoys 
sent to the Middle East by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev be- 
fore war broke out on Jan. 17. 

The rout of Iraq in the six-week 
war alarmed Moscow, which had 
for decades been Baghdad's main 
armourer and instilled its brand 
of military tactics into Iraq’s 
troops. 

Belonogov said it was impossi- 
ble to give any accurate assess- 
ment of the post-war turmoil in 
Iraqi cities. 

“There is an uprising a gains t 
Saddam's government in some 
parts of the country but its scale, 
incentives as well as the role of 
the people are vague to us.” 

There have been reports of 
widespread unrest in the Shi'ite 
Muslim populated southern Iraq 


and the Kurdish north since the 
U.S. allies declared a ceasefire 
last Thursday. 

U.S. intelligence reports say 
Iraq's elite Republican Guard un- 
its are now gaining the upper 
band against rebels who initially 
claimed to have, captured several 
Iraqi cities. 

Iran, which stayed neutral in 
the war against its fromer enemy, 
has influence among Iraq's 
majority Shi’ite Muslims. But 
does not want to be seen as 
fuelling the unrest which could 
unleash a flood of refugees across 
its borders. 

Tehran is equally determined 
not to portray the riots against 
Saddam's predominantly Sunni 
Muslim government as a Shi’ite- 
Sunni dispute. This is in variance 
with Iran's policy of preaching 
the untiy of Muslim’s rival sects. 

Belonogov said Iran, with the 
longest coasts in the Gulf, should 
play a major role in any regional 


security. f 

“We think that the main role in. .4 
the future of the Gulf should be 
played by the regional countries * 
themselves withbut any foreign 
intervention.’’ 

-T’ 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis- %. 
ter Mahmoud Vaezi, who met 
Belonogov at Tehran airport, ' 

said: “Matters will be discussed '■ 

regarding the situation in Iraq, 
the preservation of its territorial 
integrity, the problem of security - 
in the region . and the presence of 
foreign forces in the region, who 
in our view should leave. 

“In these conditions, Iran and 
the Soviet Union are conducting 
the first contacts after the cessa- 
tion of the war, and these con- 
tacts are allowing us to exchange 
opinions on whit we could, do 
jointly to return peace and cal IT 1 
to the region on a long-term 
basis,” be told the Soviet news 
agency TASS. * 


Mideast fighting over; U.S. arms sales resume 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — The 
Mideast arms bazaar is open 
for business after a brief time- 
out for the Gulf war. 

The LTnited States has 
announced plans to sell Egypt 
$1.6 billion in planes and 
bombs; U.S. officials say some 
weapons shipped to the Gulf 
for the war will be left for the 
Saudi hosts; and one official 
says some Soviet-built 
weapons captured from Iraq 
will be given to Syria. 

The world was briefly stun- 
ned to see Iraq’s massive 
arsenal and to hear of its nuc- 
lear. chemical and biological 
weapons programmes. Revela- 
tions that Western companies 
and governments were re- 
sponsible resulted in much 
head-shaking and some soul- 
searching. 

Iraq was an arms merchant's 
dream and an arms controller's 
nightmare. It bypassed an im- 
pressive array of organisations 
and treaties to build its army. 

The Iraqis bought Scud mis- 
.. siles from the Soviet Union, 
.. Exocet- missiles from France, 
. cannons for chemical artillery 
from Austria, computer' tech- 
nology from the United States 
and gas centrjfuges for 
weapons-grade uranium pro- 
duction from Germany. 

What all arms control agree- 
ments have in common is a 
major flaw; An absence of any 
enforcement provisions. 


The nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, to which 
Iraq is a signatory, couldn’t 
stop Baghdad from buying en- 
riched uranium and trying to 
develop an enrichment capac- 
ity of its own. 

The 14-nation missile tech- 
nology control regime didn't 
stop the Soviets from selling 
Iraq the Scud missiles fired at 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

To bolster the treaties, the 
United States set up the nuc- 
lear suppliers group to stop 
biological and chemical 
weapons, and it established the 
control regime to stop the sale 
of ballistic missiles. 

In his speech Wednesday 
night on a postwar Mideast, 
President George Bush plans 
to tell Congress that some- 
thing more must be done, 
although officials say he 
doesn't plan to propose any 
new initiatives. 

One avenue the administra- 
tion plans to explore is Egyp- 
tian and Israeli proposals to 
limit - nuclear and chemical 
arsenals in the' MideaST. Secret- 
ary of State James A. Baker; III 
will discuss the issue with re^ 
gional leaders next week. 

But such negotiations take 
time. After 10 years, the Soviet 
Union and the United States 
are still trying to reach agree- 
ment on limiting their long- 
range missiles. 


The administration’s efforts 
to limit conventional arms to 
the region are limited by poli- 
tical and economic considera- 
tions. 

The Arabs want more 
weapons than Israel gets, and 
vice versa. The Arabs also 
press for weapons sales with 
the 'threat that if the United 
States doesn't come through, 
they’ll go to the Soviets or 
Europeans. 

American defencce contrac- 
tors argue that the United 
States must compete with 
other international arms deal- 
ers and must sell more, not 
less, to retain its technological 
edge and provide jobs. 

The Commerce Department 
in recent years approved $1.5 
billion in sales to Iraq of equip- 
ment that could have had milit- 
ary uses. 

“Bush makes brave speeches 
on arms control, and then his 
administration opens np the 
floodgates to dangerous ex- 
ports,” said Gary Milhollin, a 
law professor who heads the 
" .’[Wisconsin . Project on. Arms 
Control. 

The very day last December 
. .. that the president issued a plan 
” Tor improving U1S. export con- 
trols to prevent the sale of 
nuclear, chemical and missile 
components, he also 
announced the approval of su- 
percomputer sales to Brazil, 
China and India. 


The speedy computers can 
be used in the development of 
nuclear bombs, which all three 
countries are known to be 
working on. 

The administration’s arms 
control efforts also get entang- 
led in its traditional tussel with 
Congress for control of foreign 
policy. 

Bush vetoed the export 
administration act last Novem- 
ber because it contained sanc- 
tions against foreign com- 
panies that violate export con- 
trols. Instead, he issued a plan 
of his own that called for 
speeding op and clarifying ex- _ 
port controls but did not im- 
pose punishments on foreign 
violators. 

“This administration has 
fought us tooth and nail on 
proliferation issues.” said one 
congressional source involved 
in drafting legislation who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

The proposed congressional 
sanctions would have made 
violators ineligible to do busi- 
ness with the defence Depart- 

' inent. "" f . 

’ ‘ 1 

J Several xongFesaonal panels 

have been trying to get the 
administration to publish the 
names of U.S. companies that 
sold dual-use_j terns .to Iraq. 
But the administration has re- 
fused, citing laws protecting 
business confidentiality. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mubarak urges Somali factions to unite 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak is urging 
Somalia’s warring factions to get together to end bloodletting in 
their country save it from disintegration. An appeal by Mubarak, 
distributed Wednesday by the Foreign Ministry, sought to resurrect 
an Egyptian effort to reconcile disparate political factions in the 
wartom East African land. “I call on the various Somali factions to 
unify their ranks and coordinate their positions to ensure a better 
future for Somalia far from the dangers threatening the safety of its 
land,” the statement said. Hinting at a willingness to mediate, 
Mubarak said: “Egypt considers that preserving the unity of 
Somalia represents a goal that should be above any other 
consideration. Egypt opens its arms to the Somali brothers to agree 
on a unified position- to serve this goal.” Mubarak’s government 
tried to convene Somali peace talks in Cairo last December among 
then-Presideat Mohammad Siad Barre and his opponents. Rebel 
groups refused to attend while Siad Barre ruled, and foil-scale 
fighting broke out shortly afterward. The rebel united Somali 
congress ousted Siad Barre on Jan. 26 after more than a month of 
fighting that left thousands dead and the capital Mogadishu 
devastated. Three days later, Ali Mahdi Mohammad, the interim 
president, called a conference of all factions on Feb. 28 to fonn a 
provisional government pending free, democratic elections. But 
the largest and oldest rebel group, the Somali National Movement, 
refused to attend because it was not represented in plans for the 
interim government. At Mahdi Mohammad’s suggestion, the 
conference was rescheduled for March 14, still without guarantees 
of full factional participation. 

Germany willing to help clear Gulf mines 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Germany is willing to send special ships 
to the Gulf to help clear that waterway of floating Iraqi mines, a 
government official said Wednesday. Germany is trying to repair 
its international image, which took a beating because of the way 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's government responded to the Gulf war. 
Kohl sent money to the U.S.-led coalition to help with war costs 
but kept German troops out of the crisis, citing constitutional 


restraints. A government official said the United States had 
suggested Germany send some mine-sweepers, currently sailing in 
the Mediterranean, to the Gulf. The official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said Germany was “in principle prepared” to meet 
such a request. Germany's mine-sweepers are considered among 
the best in the world. They are outfitted with special remote- 
controlled equipment, called the “sea hound” system, for safely 
detonating magnetic or acoustic mines. With hostilities over in the 
Gulf, the government is once again talking abopt changing the 
constitution to allow the deployment of German troops outside 
NATO areas. Kohl and his political rivals had agreed not to discuss 
that possibility until the war was over, fearing a negative reaction 
from a populace with strong pacifist inclinations. Kohl's govern- 
ment has said German troops should be allowed to take part in 
U.N. peacekeeping missions. Volker Ruehe, general secretary of 
the governing Christian Democrats, has gone a step further. Ruehe 
on Tuesday suggested a West European rapid deployment force be 
created to protect European Community interests, and that 
German troops be included. 

Ankara offers to help solve the Afghan problem 

# 

KABUL (R) — Turkey has offered to help the Afghan government 
of President Najibullah and his guerrilla opponents find a solution 
1 to their 12-year conflict, Turkish Prime Minister YUdirim Akbulut 
said Tuesday. “Turkey is ready to make every effort to bring a 
peaceful solution to the Afghan problem,” Yildirim said in a 
message read at celebrations held in Kabul to mark the 70th 
anniversary of an Afghan-Tnrkish friendship treaty. “I would like 
to express our wish for the establishment of a broad-based 
government in Afghanistan, including all segments of the Afghan 
society through democratic procedures acceptable to the people of 
Afghanistan,” the message said. The offer of help also coincided' 
with the first anniversary of a failed coup, led by then Defence 
Minister General Shah Nawaz Tanai, which came dose to killing 
Najibullah and overthrowing his pro-Soviet government. Relations 
between Afghanistan and Turkey have improved in recent months. 
Last November, Najibullah stopped off in Ankara on his way to 
Switzerland for talks with Afghan opposition representatives. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04^6 Fajr 

05-J3 (Sunrise) Duha 

H-4T7 Dhuhr 

15*6 i... ‘Asr 

17:41 Maghreb 

1&57 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nuiudli Church Swrifieb 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cbareb, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chart* Td. 624590. 
Cbardi of the A nnunc ia ti on Tei. 
637440. 

De b SaUe Church Td. 661757 
Temmrta Church Tel: 622366 
Chart* of the AnnmcfaMoa Tel. 
623541. 

Angflcsn Chnrdb Td. 625383, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Chord] Td. 

771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Cbarch Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chard! Td. 
827981, 685326. 

Erangcfical Lutheran Cbarch Td: 
811295. 

The Chord] of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day SsUs Tei. 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy and there wiD 
be a chance for scattered showers of 
rain in the eastern areas of the King- 
dom. Winds win be northwesterly 
moderate to fresh, in Aqaba, winds 
wm be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman , 


Min /mar, temp. 

3/10 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 9/19 

Deserts 2/12 

Jordan Valley 8/18 

Yesterday's high tempera tores: Am- 
man 8. Aqaba 17. Humidity readings: 
Amman 75 per cent, Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS . 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Walk Smart 683266 

Dr. Fakhri Abu Taych 885880 

Dr. Majid Abu Sodoch 881635 

Dr.KhaUAlJabafl 740740 

Fins pharmacy 661912 


Fcidows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nauoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisain pharmacy 637660 

irbidi . 

Dr. Lutfi Al Shalairi 1 — ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad (— ) 

Kbnljfcfa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Cvil Defence Department 66111! 

CSvii Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Oil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

mood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Secnrity Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cafis 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 


Jordan Television . — 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information '. 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport-.—. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Metical Centre 813813/32 

KhaKdi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J.Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman ........... — 636140 

Palestine. Shmtisini .-... 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 


[ 




Aju& 



Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-AMi,'Abd8& 664164/6 

llafiin, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Sashfe, j. Aahrafiefa 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbaSina Hospital (09)986732 

BHDs 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catbobc Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAlNafees Hospital 012)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


UppcnTowcr price in Sh per kg. 

Appfc 550 / 480 


Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

Beans 700/600 

Cabbage - 100/ 60 

Canw 180/120 

Cauliflower 220/160 

encumbers (large) 220/180 

Caannbea (small) 440/580 

Dales 500/400 

Eggplant..., ........... 160/120 

Garik 1350 / 1200 

Grapefruit? 240/180 

Lemon 250 / 180 

Marrow (large) 160/120 

Marrow (small) 320 / 260 

Onion (dry) 280 / 220 

Onion (green) 170/120 

Orange — 680/280 

P6pp«(bot) 440/380 

Pepper (sweet) 200/150 

Potato 220/180 

Radkfa 100/ SO 

— - - 400/ 300 

„ - 120/ 80 

Tomatoes 2507 igo 
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it UNRWA has new 
commissioner-general 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Mr. liter Tur- 
laneo of Turkey has taken over 
as Commissioner-General of the 
' United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA). 

He replaces Mr. Giorgio 
Giacomelli of Italy, who on 
February 28 completed nearly 
five and a half years' service as 
UNRWA's commissioner- 
general. Mr. Giacomelli has been 
appointed director of the UN 
International Drag Control Prog- 
ramme* 

Mr. Turkmen, 63 comes to 
UNRWA from Pars, where he 
has served as Turkey’s ambassa- 
dor to France since 1988. Before 
that, he served two terms as 
Turkey’s permanent represen ta- 
v tiave to the UN in New York 
(1985-88 and 1975-78) and one 
term (1983-85) as the Turkish 
representative to the UN office at 
Geneva. From 1980-83, Mr. 


Turkmen served as foreign minis- 
ter of Turkey. He has also been 
ambassador to the Soviet Union 
and Greece and from 1979-80 
served as special representative 
of die U.N. Secretary-General in 
Thafland, dealing with humanita- 
rian issues. 

Mr. Turkmen is taking up resi- 
dence in Vienna, where UN- 
RWA ha; the main unit of its 
headquarters. The agency also 
has a headquarters branch in 
Amman, Jordan. 

As commissioner-general of 
UNRWA, Mr. Turkmen beads 
the largest UN agency in terms of 
staff. UNRWA’s 18,500 em- 
ployees. mainly Palestinian 
teachers and health workers, pro- 
vide education, health, relief and 
soda! services to more than 2.4 
milli on registered Palestine re- 
fugees living in Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan and the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


> EC grants emergency 
aid to Iraq and Kuwait 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Commission in Brussels has 
dedded os March 6, 1991 to 
allocate European Currency Unit 
(ECU) 3 million (£4 million) to 
die International' Committee far 
the Red Cross (ICRC) for the 
purchase and provision of 160 
tonnes of products (chlorine, 
etc.) for water purification and 
filtration in Iraq. The amount win 
also cover the purchase of spare 
parts and generators used in wa- 
ter treatment plants, medicines, 
medical technicians, and the 
transport of medical personnel 
and medicines provided by Alger- 
ia and Morocco. 

Earlier, on February 28, 1991, 
the commission had allocated 
ECU 560,000 ($755,000) to the 
ICRC to finance a mobile water 
w treatment station for hospitals 


and dimes in Baghdad. The 
amount included transport costs 
and provision of technkaans. 

The above emergency aid con- 
forms to U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 661, and both deci- 
sions have been approved by the 
Sanctions Committee. AD future 
supplementary aid is subject to 
the co mmi ttee's approval. 

The commission also decided 
on March 6, 1991 to grant ECU 
340,000 ($460,000) jto the Kuwait 
Red Crescent, in association with 
the Netherlands Red Cross and 
Bahrain Red Crescent. The funds 
will be used to purchase 100 
tonnes of baby food, and the 
consignment trill be dispatched 
via Bahrain on March 7, 1991. 

The commission shall meet 
additional requests for emergen- 
cy aid if wanted. 


Study evaluates campaign 
for combating diarrhoea 


AMMAN — A symposium was 
held at the' Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel Wednesday to ev- 
aluate the result of .a stady con- 
ducted last year about means of 
combating diarrhoea and raising 
immunisation coverage. 

The study, conducted by the 
ministry in cooperation with the 
Unite d Na tions Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the Department 
of Statistics, was reviewed and 
several aspects dealing with com- 
mon diseases responsible for in- 
fant mortality in Jordan were 
discussed. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Health Minister Adrian Jal- 
jouli said that the results were of 
paramount importance since they 
> would be instrumental in guiding 
the country’s future medical 
plans. 

The outcome of this important 
study will reflect the scientific 
standard followed in Jordan in 
the course of providing im- 
munisation to children, and 
means of raising the health stan- 
dard in Jordan. 

According to the study, which 
.covered children under five years 


of age, 1-23 per thousand dril-' 
dren were affected by diarrhoea* 
comp are d to four per thousand 
children in neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

According to Health Ministry 
officials, the mortality rate 
among infants and children in 
Jordan is considered to be the 
lowest in third world countries. 

Apart from the minister, sever- 
al specialists addressed the open- 
ing session. 

One of the spea kers was a 
rep re se nta tive of UNICEF in Jor- 
dan. He outlined the role this 
world organisation was assuming 
to counter disease, in general, 
and the campaigns it carries out 
in the Arab World, in particular. 

He also paid tribute to the role 
played by the Health Muristxy in 
the immunisation progr amm e be- 
nefiting various urban and rural - 
communities. 

Among the topics taken up at' 
the meeting were a -national 
strategy to eliminate polio and 
tetanus, and the outcome of the ’ 
study concerning the fight against 
drahrroea. 


Major 

(Conthmed from page 1) 

thnnlre to the British people, gov- 
' eminent and armed forces for 
their help In liberating our coun- 
try." 

, The British leader said his talks 
T with Sheikh Saad covered the 
difficulties facing Kuwait and its 
future security, however he ruled 
out any permanent British milit- 
ary presence in the region. 

“There will be no British stand- 
ing army in the Gulf,” he said. “I 
don’t thin k that wifi happen.” 
Weston said the talks also co- 
vered the internal situation in 
Kuwait, where the national par- 
liament was dissolved in 1986 and 
has not met since. 

“The crown prince told the 
prime minister that Kuwait will 
continue to move towards demo- 
cracy,” he said. 

Sheikh Saad also raised the 
situation of Palestinians in 
. Kuwait, who have complained 
V since the liberation of being mis- 
treated. 

Weston said Sheikh Saad 
assured Major that “all communi- 
ties in Kuwait will be treated in 
accordance with the law.” 
Major visited the 4th and 7th 
British Armoured Brigades and a 
British artillery group who' took 
partin the ground war against the 
Iraqi army last week, 
officers and men at the 4th 


. ..^Soviet-made AK-47 automatic 
rifle. 

Major met 30 Britons at the 
e mb as s y who had remained in 
Kuwait during the occupation. 


showed him captured 
5 and weapons and pre- 
lim with a souvenir 


and later visited British naval 
forces in the Gulf. He was doe to 
visit Saudi Arabia Thursday be- 
fore returning home. 

PoWs 

(C ontinue d from page 1) 

Britain, officials said. 

The allied prisoners, dressed in 
yellow j um psu i ts with PW written 
on the back, left a downtown 
Baghdad hotel on a bus that 
beaded for the airport just after 
1230 p.m. (0930 GMT) Wednes- 
day. 

Hynn Nabry, an air force 
doctor, said once they leave, they 
will spend three or four days 
aboard the navy hospital ship 
Mercy before returning to the 
United States. 

The freed PoWs appeared to 
be in relatively good physical 
condition. 

The allies had demanded the 
release of all prisoners as a condi- 
tion for a permanent ceasefire, 
sad Iraq on Sunday agreed to 
comply. . 

Six Americans, three Britons 
and an Italian were freed Mon- 
day. Doctors who .accompanied' 
the Americans to the Mercy, 
anchored off Bahrain, said they 
were in good physical and mental 
condition and bad been treated 
well. 

Twenty-eight Americans and 
mie Saadi remain missing in ac- 
tion and unaccounted for. Maj. ' 
Gen. Martin Brandtner, deputy 
(Erector of operations for die 
joint chiefs of staff, said in 
Washington Tuesday that there 
was no reason to question Iraq's 
statement that it held no more 
allied prisoners. 


Committee formed 
to collect aid for Iraq 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More than 400 
groups and committees that have 
been active in Jordan raising 
donations and contributions for 
the Iraqi people have now 
merged to form the “Jordanian 
Coordination Committee for 
Supporting Iraq” (JCOSI) which 
will take charge of all program- 
mes to collect financial and in- 
kind donations, according to an 
announcement here by Dr. 
Abdullah A1 Khatib, president of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

“GUVS, along with the Arab 
Emergency Health Committee 
and Islamic groups, is included in 
the merger which will continue 
efforts, under a unified manage- 
ment, to raise funds and collect 
contributions to help the people 
of Iraq in the wake of the Gulf 
war,” said Dr. Khatib at a press 
conference. 

“The Iraqi leadership and peo- 
ple highly value the Jordanian 
stand, and a message sent to 
GUVS by the Iraqi Deputy Prime* 
Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan 
voiced Iraq’s gratitude to Jordan 
for helping the Iraqi people to 
cope with the difficult conditions 
resulting from the allied bom- 
bardment of Iraqi civilian 
targets,” said Dr. Khatib. 

Dr. Khatib called on all 400 


groups to pursue their efforts, 
and said that the Iraqi Red Cres- 
cent Society and the Iraqi Save 
the Children Society were autho- 
rised to receive and distribute the 
contributions in Iraq. 

He said that the newly-formed 
committee would initiate contacts 
with Arab and international orga- 
nisations to explain the difficult 
conditions under which the Iraqi 
people are living as a result of the 
continued economic sanctions im- 
posed by the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Addressing the press confer- 
ence, a representative of the 
Jordanian women groups said 
that women societies in Jordan 
had embarked on a campaign to 
collect, some 5,000 tonnes of milk 
and other basic food supplies for 
the Iraqi children. Emily Naffaa 
said that so far 2,000 tonnes of 
milk bad been collected, and the 
efforts would continue. 

Dr. Fathi Abul ‘Axja, who 
represented the Arab Emergency 
Health Committee formed by the 
Arab Doctors Union, told the 
meeting that collecting contribu- 
tions was a national duty. 

Other speakers called on the 
Jordanian people to contribute 
generously to this noble cause 
and to support the committee’s 
activities. 

The latest shipment of food 
and medical supplies to go to Iraq 
left A mman Tuesday. 


On eve of International Women's Day 

Queen Noor calls on Jordanian 
women to Join hands for future 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, along 
with other Arab and foreign na- 
tions. observes International 
Women's Day Saturday, March 
8. On the eve of the anniversary 
Her Majesty Queen Noor made 
the following statement: 

We celebrate International 
Women’s Day this year at a pivot- 
al moment in the contemporary 
history of Jordan and the Arab 
World, following seven months of 
confrontation, environmental de- 
gradation, warfare destruction 
and human suffering. Though the 
military operations in the Gulf 
are behind us, the entire region 
now deals with its legacy of indi- 
vidual suffering, family trauma 
and national regression. 

Rarely in our modem history 
has Jordan seen its men, women 
and children respond so quickly, 
generously and energetically to 
the needs of others — whether 
the people of Iraq, third country 
nationals evacuated from the cri- 
sis zone and tran s iting through 
Jordan on their return journeys 
home, or Jordanians whose in- 
comes were severely cut or totally 
eliminated due to the econo m ic 
impact of the crisis and the U.N. 
embargo against Iraq. 

Our women rose to the chal- 
lenge from the very first days of 



the crisis. They extended food, 
medicine, help and care to 
whomever was is need, regard- 
less of nationality, ethnic origin 
or religion. Our women exhibited 
a sense of giving which reflects 
the finest traditions of our cul- 
ture, our heritage, our religious 
and moral ethics, and our nation- 
al political and social principles. 
Simultaneously, throughout the 
crisis in the Gulf, they took 
advantage of every means of in- 
ternational communication to 
convey our conviction of the futil- 


ity and wastefulness of war, and 
of the urgency and humanity of 
peace based on justice. 

Now, in the wake of one of the 
worst episodes of destruction and 
discord to afflict the Arab Nation 
this century, to embark on a new 
era that must see reconciliation 
and cooperation, replace tension 
and strife. This era will once 
again call on the finest qualities of 
our men and women — hard 
work, rational planning, disci- 
pline, commitment, sharing and a 
sense of community spirit. 
'Women, in particular, will be 
challenged to tap their deepest 
reservoirs of strength and love in 
order to provide the sense of 
purpose and identity that is vital 
for normal home and family life 
during a period of lingering ten- 
sion and economic uncertainty. 
Stable family life in a secure, 
caring environment is an impera- 
tive building block of coherent 
and sustained national progress. 
This is an area where all women, 
along with other family members, 
can play a strong role. Those 
women who also work outside the 
home have an important con- 
tribution to make to Arab econo- 
mic and social development, 
whether they do so through pro- 
fessional endeavours, employ- 


ment or participation in charit- 
able and voluntary work. 

We are guided by His Majesty 
King Hussein's call to put behind 
us contentious issues which divide 
our Arab Nation, and instead to 
focus on the twin challenges of 
bonding our countries and giving 
life and meaning to our greater 
nation. 

We stand on the threshold of a 
potentially great new age in the 
Arab World, in which dialogue, 
reason and justice prevail over 
inequity, confrontation and fear. 

To make this new age a reality, 
though, we must rid ourselves of 
the constraints and the painful 
memories of the past, and re- 
spond to the opportunity to real- 
ise the promise of a better and 
more honourable future for our 
children. Most of all. this is the 
moment to intensify our efforts 
for justice and peace for all in this 
world. 1 am confident that the 
women of Jordan, having re- 
sponded with distinction to the 
regional emergency of the last 
seven months, will join hands 
with like-minded women 
throughout the world to do their 
part in this noble global en- 
deavour in the months and years 
to come. 



The Twin-engined Beechcralt used for daud seeding (Department of Meteorology photo) 


Cloud seeding helps 

i rain 

March. The plane was bought 
from the ' American-based ram 
Weather Modification Inc 
(WMI). 

Department officials said that 
rain fell in almost all parts of 
Jordan over the past two days, 
but the weather was expected to 
improve Thursday and Friday. 
r ”be temperatures wiD rise to 
nearly 10 degrees centigrade 
Thursday, up from eight Wednes- 
day: But, according to the depart- 
ment, t emp e ra ture win drop at 
night to around two degrees cen- 
tigrade. 

Some of the high regions of 
Jordan have received snow over 
the past two days and, according 
to the Public Security Depart- 
ment, the following roads were 
closed Wednesday afternoon: 
Shobak — Wadi Mousa, Taibeh 
— Wadi Mousa, and Ras AI 
Naqab Eel. They were blocked 
by snow and impassable. 


to bring 

By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — For the third year 
running the Department of 
ineteorwtogy is employing a spe- 
cially equipped plane to help 
increase the amount of rain fall in 
Jordan and to date the plane has 
made 23 flying hours carrying out 
its missions, since December 
1990, according to a department 
official Wednesday. 

He said that special chemicals 
are sca ttered by the plane. The 
plane’s work is complemented by 
ground generators located at a 
number of stations in the country. 
The process is called cloud- 
seeding and it takes advantage of 
the amount of water in die clouds 
to turn it into precipitation, 
according to the department offi- 
cial. The chemical used is silver 
iodide and is scattered in the form 
of particles. 

“Sufficient humidity should be 


in more 

in the atmosphere and the 
temperature should not exceed 15 
degrees centigrade for the process to 
take place," die official said. 

Accorcfing to the official, the 
ground generators are located at 
Ajloun, Rabbeh, Taffleh, Shobak 
and Deir Alla covering most 
areas. 

The specially equipped plane, 
bought at the cost of $500,000 is 
flown by Arab Wings pilots for 
nearly 70 hours every season, 
under a contract reached with the 
department. Under the agree- 
ment the department pays JD 
54,000 each season to the Arab 
Wings for supplying the pilot to 
fly die plane, conduct mainte- 
nance and supply the fuel, the 
official, Tnaam Tahboub, said in 
his statement to the Jordan 
Times. 

He said that due to the delay in 
rainfall this winter season the 
plane was used towards the end 
of December and in February and- 


Jordan, S. Korea hold talks on 

boosting trade, economic ties 

* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A six- 
member South Korean delega- 
tion arrived in Amman Wednes- 
day on a two-day visit and talks 
with government officials and 
businesses on boosting South 
Korean- J or dan ian trade and eco- 
nomic ties. 

According to the South Korean 
Embassy here, the delegation 
members, who are in the course 
of a tour in the region, plan to 
hold meetings Thursday with 
Foreign Ministry officials and will 
discuss economic and trade links 
at a mee ting with Minister of 
Planning Khaied Amin Abdullah. 

The delegation will bold talks 
with the managements at the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC) and the Arab 
Pofash Company (APC) to dis- 
cuss the prospect of increasing 
the volume of South Korea’s im- 
ports of Jordanian phosphate and 
potash, the embassy official said. 

The delegation members, who 
group politicians and economists. 


will also tour several Jordanian 
businesses. 

Jordan's overall phosphate ex- 
ports amounted to 4.9 million 
tonnes last year compared to 6.5 
million in 1989, mainly due to 
uncertainty and confusion that 
prevailed in Eastern European 
markets following political 
changes there m the past year, 
according to JPMC Director 
General Wasef Azar. 

Azar expects to sell 6.5 million 
tonnes of phosphate in addition 
to other amounts of di-ammonia 
phosphate, atuminhim fturokie 
and phosphoric add during 1991. 

APC last year sold more' than a 
million tonnes of potash, but its 
board of directors has recently 
given the go ahead for the imple- 
mentation of an expansion pro- 
ject to boost the company’s 
annual production to 1.8 million 
tonnes by the end of 1993. 

Most of Jordan’s fertiliser, 
potash and phosphate exports go 


to Asian countries, including 
South Korea, with India being 
the main importer. 

The embassy official could not 
give specific details about the 
amounts of potash and phosphate 
to be imported for the South 
Korean markets. 

Over the past months South 
Korea made a donation of $15 
million in grants and soft loans to 
Jordan to help it overcome part 
of the consequences of the Gulf 
crisis and cope with the hundreds 
of thousands of evacuees flooding 
the country. 

Earlier Wednesday, the minis- 
ter of planning met with South 
Korea’s ambassador here, Tae 
Jin Park, to discuss the delega- 
tion’s visit and review economic 
and technical cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

Dr. Abdullah explained to the 
ambassador the heavy losses to 
the national economy as a result 
of the Gulf crisis. 



Jordanian Foreign Minister Taher AI Masri and tfisenss prospects of peace hi the region (Petra 
Canadian Foreign Minister Joe Clark Wednesday photo) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen to open women’s club 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor will open 
Saturday. March 9. the Business and Professional Women Club 
pre mi ses and three of its offices. The dub’s offices are: a consulting' 
office for women, one for little businesses and an information and 
documentation centre for women's studies. 

Jordan, Lebanon discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Abdul Karim AI Dughmi 
received Wednesday Lebanese ambassador to Jordan Ahmad 
Ibrahim. Dughmi and Ibrahim discussed scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and Lebanon in various fields, particularly 
labour-related fields. 

House holds meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament held a 
meeting Wednesday under the chairmanship of House Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyai and in the presence of Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and the minis ters- The House heard replies by 
Minister of Health Adnan AI Jaljouli. to questions by deputies on 
the work of doctors at the Health Ministry’s departments and 
centres and the shortage in medical services in AI . Ruseifa and 
lAwajan areas. The House heard proposals by several deputies 
'and a reply by Minister of Munici p a l and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Muhammad AI Zaban to a question by Deputy 
Awm AI Bashir on the administrative ^ organisation of Zai area in 


AI Balqa govern orate. The House then discussed an amendment 
to the People’s Army law and approved it. 

House’s committees to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s Financial 
Committee will meet Sunday at 10 a.m. The committee is 
scheduled to discuss the pension fund’s temporary law of 1976 and 
an amendment to the banks' temporary law of 1975. The House's 
Legal Committee will also meet next Sunday at 10 a.m. to discuss 
two amended temporary laws. 

Gulf Peace Team calls for vigil 

. AMMAN (J.T.) — Members of the Gulf Peace Team who have 
been on a water only fast since March 1, calling for an end to 
sanctions against foodstuffs going into Iraq and expressing sorrow 
over die war’s toll on human life, invite all concerned people to 
join them on Thursday, March 7, at the daily Gulf Peace Team 
vigil, opposite the United Nations Building, to sign a petition 
.demanding an end to the food sanctions. The vigil occurs between 
12:00 and 12:30. 

Charity bazaar to benefit Iraqi children 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A charity bazaar will be held Friday at the 
Young Women Christian Association (YWCA) pre mi ses. On 
display at the bazaar win be. home-made food and national 
products. Proceeds from the bazaar will benefit the Iraqi children. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF WATER AND IRRIGATION 
WATER AUTHORITY 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
TENDER NO. 10/91/SP 
SUPPLY OF BLACK STEEL PIPES 


3. 


received a loan Trom the World Bank in various current 
towards the cost of die water and sewerage project and 
intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be appl 
to eligible payments under the contracts for the purchase 
30 km 8” and 12 km 12” black steel pipes. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from eligi 
bidders tor the supply of black steel pipes. 

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further informal 
from and inspect the documents at the office of the Secret 
General of the Water Authority, Shmeisani, P.O. Box 24 
Amman, Jordan. Telephone 680100 Telex 22439 JO F 
679143. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased 
any eligible .bidder on submission of a written application 
the above address and the payment of non-refundable fee 
JD 200. 

All bids must be accompanied by a bid security in 
amounts) specified in the conditions of contract and must 
delivered to the above office not later than 1200 hoi 
Jordan local time, on Tuesday 09/04/1991. 


5. 


Eng. Mutazz Belbelsl 
Secretary-General 
Water Authority 


i 
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Odd not to reconsider, 
even if price is higher 

THE ALTERNATE use of vehicles on odd and even number 
basis was introduced in the first place when the flow of 
crude oil to Jordan was interrupted by the Gulf war. There 
was no other reason for that policy, at least as far as the 
public is concerned. Now that the war has ended in the Gulf 
and that chances arc small that it will be ignited again, the 
government is invited to reconsider this emergency decision. 

The country is obviously returning to normalcy in tbe 
aftermath of the Gulf crisis and that in turn would imply the 
return to norma] policies with regard to many facets of life 
in it. The sooner the government ads accordingly the 
clearer would be the message to the people that their 
country is on the road to recovery. Such positive signs would 
naturally fortify the confidence of Jordanians in all matters 
including business opportunities and commerce with the 
outside world. This is therefore no time for timid economic 
policies that are short-sighted or self defeating. Rather, time 
is ripe for bold policies to regenerate the wheels of Industry 
and productivity in the country. 

If on (be other hand the government seeks simply to* 
curtail the use of energy, to save on bard currencies there 
must be fairer methods than the one deployed in a state of . 
emergency. The government may, for example consider 
hiking the price of fad a few percentage points as a leverage 
to cut down on its consumption. It may even go to tbe 
extreme of issuing coupons for this purpose. But as things 
arc now, many ooe-vehlde families are frankly being 
discriminated against in favour of the rich who own more 
than one or even two cars, thus beating the odds of ending 
up earless. 

What exacerbates the problem for Jor danians is the lack 
of adequate public transportation system iu the country. 
Many families have been forced to improvise at high cost 
and with considerable inconvenience. They took the govern- 
ment's policy about the use of cars in strides when the war 
was raging in tbe Gulf. Now we are entering a new threshold 
that requires every confidence- building measures that tbe 
Jordanian authorities can come up with. There is therefore 
every reason to reconsider tbe exiting policy regarding the 
use of vehicles and the sooner the government can act on this 
matter tbe better. Otherwise the government would risk 
giving the people of Jordan the wrong signal about where 
the country is beading, exactly at a time when Jordanians 
are ready to move forward and turn a new page in their 
development process. 


By George Hawatmeh 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

(.'onuur^ting on a tour nf the MiJdlc E.isr hv L'.S. Secretary of 
State Janice Hakci, Al Ri'l Arabic daily said Wednesday that the 
Acneswan official should realise that the region is like an 
ofUtoiw yvittdcr keg capable of blowing up any minute, 
esjtoc'h :n the wake of the Gulf crisis and the frustration and 
arrgrr crested in the hearts of the Arab masses against the United 
Slates Ihc paper Mid lhat the Arabs realise that the United 
States iv pursuing efforts tr» impose hegemony on them, and are 
wilhtir to embark on a scries of steps culminating in popular 
resolutions and a v*ai ol liberation to throw off the new 
mpcr.sliM rule being consolidated with the help of local rulers 
The paper reminded its readers that the Guff war was waged by 
Washington ms a means to destroy Iraq's military proper and to 
pave the ground for us domination of the whole Arab region. The 
pajxr said thru Baker is not coming to do justice to the region.' 
and will try to put further obstacles in ihe path of any inter- Arab 
cm iteration to contain internal affairs. The Arab ailies of 
America have already beoefittcd financially from joining the 
a: 'ranee, and won the blessing, hut these countries have failed to 
rcairr-c that the main beneficiary from the crisis is Israel which is 
now hcinj. ottered absolute support and financial assistance to 
maintain its military edge over the whole Arab Nation, the paper 
no!c*J It said that Baker's visit to the area is not expected to result 
in Washington's recognition of the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people. hut is rather carried out at this juncture to 
emphasise W ishington's total commitment to Israel's policies and 
those of world Zionism. 

A) i net o w daily said that Jordan and the other Arab countries are 
expecting a constructive step on the pan of the European nations 
towards sen ling the long standing Arab-!srae!i dispute. The paper 
Kud that ihe European visitors to the region for discussions with 
die Arab and Israeli leaders about the prospects of peace prove 
ihat the European Community is concerned with finding a lasting 
settlement. thus putting into action words and statements issued 
b\ western European leaders in the wake of the Guff war. Having 
committed themselves to implementing the international legitima- 
cy on equal footing, the Europeans find that ii is their duty to back 
their words by deeds and in a manner that would take into 
consideration the interests of all panics to the conflict. We look 
with deep interest to these efforts which come at a time when the 
Arabs are full of expectations with regard to the next moves in the 
region, now that the war in the Gulf is over and the climate is most 
opportune for settling the Arab-Israeli conflict, the paper 
stressed. If expressed belief that the European Community can 
and must take speedy action in this concern and can prove that it 
is ai active partner in the peace making process. 


THE SHOCK of what has hap- 
pened in the Gulf war has by 
and large fissured public opin- 
ion in Jordan: some of us still 
do not believe that Iraq was 
beaten in the battlefield, that 
the final word bas not been 
heard from President Saddam 
Hussein and what remains of 
his military capabilities: others 
are surprised at the swiftness 
with which Kuwait was re- 
taken, with such a small num- 
ber of casualties on the coali- 
tion side; and those who think 
that the result has to be seen as 
a victory for Iraq, since this 
relatively small. Third World 
country which had been 
starved and ostracised for half 
a year did in fact hold out 
against the onslaught of a 30- 
state alliance whose military 
machine w-as once prepared to 
fight the Warsaw Pact and 
global Communism. 

There are Jordanians who 
believe that Saddam bungled it 
and that he should leave the 
scene, making it possible for 
the Iraqis to reconstruct and 
rebuild their country away 
from greater allied political 
and economic pressure and 
continued threats and in- 
timidation by the outside 
world. But this is not the view 
of either the government or the 
majority of people in the King- 
dom, who maintain that thi< i$ 
no time for self-flagellation 
and Volte-faces and furnishing 
opportunities to the enemies of 


President Saddam and Iraq* to 
further weaken the country 
and maybe even split it. 

Jordanians appear to think 
that despite his responsibility 
for the “catastrophe.” tbe Ira- 
qi president has to be exoner- 
ated. for a number of reasons. 
Fust, if it was the U.S.-led 
alliance's objective to remove 
him from power, he should 
stay on to deprive them of an 
all-out victory. Second, 
whether he stays or goes is up 
to the people of Iraq, not up to 
George Bush or John Major, 
or Turgut Ozal for that matter. 
Third, Iraq, more than ever 
now, needs a strong leader, 
like Saddam Hussein, to pre- 
vent the country from facing 
chaos, collapse or breaking up 
(Witness the Shi’ite rebellion 
in Basra which threatens, inter 
alia, the territorial integrity of 
the country). Fourth, the 
Jordanians had supported the 
man in his struggle against 
Western double standards and 
hypocrisy, and so far nothing 
has changed to make them feel 
differently about him being the 
symbol of Arabs who have 
stood up and fought back 
against imperialistic designs 
and . Israeli hegemony in tbe 
region. Most Jordanians have 
little doubt in their minds that 
tbe U.S. president would have 
ordered the attack against Iraq 
anyway, even if Baghdad bad 
agreed to pull out of Kuwait 
earlier, and that at no point 


throughout tbe crisis did Mr. 
Bush give peace a real chance. 
They cite as proof the carnage 
on the Basra toad when an 
Iraqi column (including civilian 
cars and ambulances) which 
was withdrawing from Kuwait 
was attacked and mauled by 
American Navy bombers just 
before the ceasefire. 

It will not be easy for Jorda- 
nians, in any event, to forget 
the past. But reality dictates 
that we all look ahead to tbe 
post-war era. There is no ques- 
tion that we are Utter that the 
catastrophe could not have 
been avoided, though we are 
convinced that Jordan did ev- 
erything in its power to prevent 
it. 

True, members of the gov- 
ernment, parliament, the press 
and public opinion all sup- 
ported Iraq. But at no point in 
time did Jordan withdraw its 
recognition of Kuwait as a 
sovereign, independent state. 
Nor did it delegitimise the 
Emir, Sheikh Jaber Al Sabah, 
and his regime. In fact tbe 
Kuwaiti embassy in Amman, 
although heavily guarded, was 
open for business throughout 
the crisis and the ambassador 
moved freely in tbe capital, 
meeting Jordanians and criti- 
cising official and popular posi- 
tions openly and lobbying for 
support all the time. 

Jordanians realise the depth 
of resentment this country has 
faced and would continue to 


face from Gulf and other coun- 
tries over what happened. But, 
despite our passionate calls for 
reconriiiafiofl amongst Arabs 
and for turning a new leaf in 
our history, we are not and 
should not be apologising for 
any action or stance the King- 
dom took during the crisis. 

If anything, it is the Gulf 
states (save Oman) who have 
to apologise for misunder- 
standing our position and for 
boycotting us, one can hear 
Jordanians, officials and peo- 
ple, say. We have been for 
legitimacy and realism all 
along. The fact that Arab 
members of the coalition have 
chosen to ignore our pleas for 
peace and reconciliation within 
an Arab solution is their prob- 
lem, and they win soon come 
to realise this. 

The Jordanians are aware 
that it will be some time, 
perhaps a period of several 
months, before any semblance 
of inter-Arab reconciliation 
can begin to materialise. 
Nevertheless, we insist that 
Jordan would not have to pay 
die price for establishing a new 
Arab order that we feel is most 
needed now. Officials and peo- 
ple maintain — and rightly so 
— that Jordan and other poor 
Arab states would not have to 
beg for financial and economic 
assistance from oil-rich states 
to be pan of such order. Tins 
has to be done within an 
agreed programme for the re- 


distribution of wealth. Furth- 
ermore, Jordan would con- 
tinue to urge democratisation 
in various parts of the Arab 
World, incloding the Golf 
countries. And it would de- 
mand from them, especially 
Arab members of die alliance, 
to shoulder their responsibili- 
ties towards solving the Palesti- 
nian problem with die same 
intensity and vigour that they 
displayed in handling tbe 
Kuwait problem. “As friends 
and allies of the U.S., those 
Arabs have a special task to 
impic?* on the Americans that 
tire U.S. caz*>ot be less enthu- 
siastic about freeing toe Israeli- 
occupied territories than it was 
about Kuwait,” a senior offi- 
cial said recently. He is right, 
for little else could help their 
credibility with tbe Arab mas- 
ses otherwise. 

Regarding our own role in 
any new attempt to settle the 
Palestinian problem, we Jorda- 
nians remain unsure, it is tine. 
James Baker, tbe U.S. Secret- 
ary of State, is touring a num- 
ber of countries in tbe Middle 
East next week, but he is not 
inducting Jordan in his itiner- 
ary. We may have noted with 
interest Ins remark on Sunday 
that America was “forgiving 
and f orgetting” Jordan's “sup- 
port” for Iraq during the aids 
and the war that followed, 
even though we do not neces- 
sarily share his perce p ti on of 
how Jordan stood in there. 


We, however, know very little 
about what be might be car- 
rying with him on this tour. So, 
presumably, one bas to wart 
and see on that one. 

There is tittle doubt that 
Jordan will want to contribute 
to any positive effort towards 
solving the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, bat there is so doubt that 
we will resist any pressure and 
all offers to speak on behalf of 
the Palestinians and sidestep 
the PLO. 

The dock cannot be turned 
back. Only the Palestinians can 
Speak for themselves and de- 
termine their own future. 

The war in the Gulf has been 
terrible and tragic. The heavy 
loss in human tife and the 
widespread devastation that it 
has wrought have been particu- 
larly painful for all of us. But it 
could have been worse. Nuc- 
lear and chemical weapons 
could have been used. Iraq ‘ 
could have been dismembered. 
Mass expulsion of Palestinians, 
or “transfer,” could have 
taken place. Jordan could have 
been dragged into that point- 
less and senseless war. 

It is too soon to judge the 
long-term impact on this re- 
gion of the crisis in the Gulf. 
History, if it is not mostly 
guessing and the rest is not 
prejudice, wfl] record not so 
much what took place during 
the war. It wfl] have to tell us 
what happened afterwards. 


The war: Prospects and hopes 



By Dr. Marwan Rateb 
Asmar 

IN tbe post-war era. one can 
discern (he beginings of two 
schools of thought in tbe Arab 
World. These can be termed as 
the passunist school bordering on 
doomsday scenarios and the 
optimist or tbe realist school of 
thought perceiving favourable 
changes in the Arab World relat- 
ing to political as well as develop- 
ment issues. 

The passimist school of thought 
sees that the “defcat'’ of Iraq as a 
victory to tbe allied powers and to 
the United States in particular. 
The allied powers have managed 
to reverse the strategic balance of 
power which had been weighted 
in favour of Iraq and had given 
the United States die political, 
military and economic power 
over the region. As part of this 
power, the defeat of Iraq has also 
strengthened the reactionary 
forces in the area and this meant 
a setback to the progressive 
forces, to democracy and to 
potential Arab unity. Instead. 
American hegemony in the area 
would be maintained evermore, 
forcing its will on the Arab, and 
resulting in further divisions, 
widening die gap between rid) 
and poor states and setting back 
die Palestine question. 

Tbe second school of thought, 
in die contrary, argues that thore 
is a lot to be optimistic about in 


the post-war era. It does not 
argue in terms of defeat but sees 
that the Gulf war has produced 
new and irreversible objective 
situations, ones that cannot be 
ignored. While holders of this 
view are under no illusions that 
the war had shown fundamental 
cracks in the Arab World with 
regards to their potential unity, 
their differences over interpreting 
Islam and some states links and 
interests with imperialist powers, 
the Gulf war nevertheless has 
shown that medium and small 
states do have a say m the inter- 
national system; and tbe world is 
not a mirror image of might is 
right. 

Holders of the realist school of 
thought would point to Iraqi 
steadfastness, TTiis school of 
thought would argue that tbe 
Gulf war has brought to the 
forefront a number of short and 
long-term implications. First, 
Iraq has managed to stand against 
30 states, for the best part of 40 
days withstanding the 90.000 ton- 
nes of explosives that were drop- 
ped by coalition war planes on 
Iraqi cities. That is a major 
achievement in itself. 

Second, Iraq has agreed to a 
ceasefire just in time. This is a 
shrewed political move oo tbe 
part of tbe Iraqi leadership in that 
they got out of Kuwait with a 
good deal of their military arsenal 
remaining intact. This is a point 
of contention with allied military 


leaders like Norman Schwarzkopf 
who is convinced that a very large 
part of Iraq’s military capability 
including its chemical . weapons 
arsenal, has been destroyed. 
However, Schwarzkopfs view 
becomes largely redundant in tbe 
long-run largely because of the 
third point. 

Iraq, because of tbe Iran-Iraq 
war, has entered a new phase of 
history because of its acquisition 
of military technology, a pre- 
viously unheard of situation in a 
Third World state. 1 That means if 
Iraqis were affected nrifitariiy,- ft 
is a question of time before they 
get back on their feet simply 
because they have aquired the 
techniques and expertise of 
manufacturing and adapting 
military hardware. In time this 
could mean that such military 
technology could be transferred 
into industrial technology with 
Iraq becoming a major economic 
power overcoming its present sta- 
tus of underdevelopment. 

Fourth. Iraq has achieved far- 
reaching political and strategic 
changes in the region, than it is 
presently apparent. Its ability to 
strike at Israel with its 
technologically-adapted Al Hus- 
sein missiles (the Soviet Scud) 
meant that Israel sooner or later 
would have to give way on the 
Palestinian issue and grant the 
Palestinians their national right to 
self-determination. Successive 
strikes by Iraqi missiles had des- 


troyed and myth that Israel could 
live in peace with the rest of the 
Arab World while at the same 
time forcibly holding on to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip for the 
occupied territories ceased to 
have any strategic military value, 
since their strategic depth have 
become undermined by missile 
technology. 

The latter school of thought 
does suggest that the world is not 
only made up of dynamic nation- 
states, but also the world must 
not .W viewed Jen terms of an 
unilinear model where die super 
and great powers carry die stick 
and the small and medium states 
have to toe the line. However, 
the stick has no longer proved to 
be sufficient becasne die Third 
World as well as tbe states in the 
Arab Work! are becoming in- 
creasingly assertive. They no lon- 
ger seem to be willing to accept 
“more of die old stuff” where 
they see the rich stales are getting 
richer and poor states are getting 
poorer. Not only do they have 
more political will to challenge 
the status quo but they are more 
willing to speak out and campiaga 
actively to by and change foe 
prevailing status quo. 

Iraq in its desperation for cash 
to rebuild its war-torn economy, 
and for other political reasons 
and territorial 'claims was led to 
tbe extreme action of invading a 
fellow independent and sovereign 


War allies need quick U.S. 
action on Arab-Israeli conflict 


By Patrick Worsmp 
Reuter 


CAIRO — Arab amntries soon 
to be visited by L’.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker need a show of 
action on the Arab-Israeli dispute 
to justify their support for 
Washington during the Gulf war. 
Middle East diplomats and 
analysts say. 

While the allied victory over 
Iraq has created a good climate 
for a fresh look at the problem 
and fostered a new. more 
pragmatic approach in some 
Arab capitals. Arab leaders can- 
not «a: indefinitely for progress, 
.they said. 

“The Arabs want something 
symbolic and they want it quick- 
ly.” said a Western diplomat in 
Cairo. 

Baker leaves Washington on 
Thursday to visit coalition allies 
Saudi Arabia. Egypt and Syria — 
as well as Turkey. Israel, and the 
Soviet Union — to try to develop 
a new Middie East peace process. 

Diplomats expect the Arabs to 
tell Baker with one accord that 
the United States must seize '.he 
opportunity now to get to grips 
with the Palestinian problem 
which they see as the essence of 
the long-running Middle East 
crisis. 

The Arab allies took teg risks 
by siding with Washington in the 
war to liberate Kuwait. Con- 
servative Saudi Arabia had to 


host a huge American army on its 
soil, while Egypt and Syria 
braved discontent at borne by 
fighting alongside Western forces 
against fellow Arabs. 

These countries are now 
arguing that Israel's occupation 
of Arab lands in 1967 is directly 
comparable to the Iraqi sei z ur e of 
Kuwait and that unless it is re- 
versed U.S. President G ero g e 
Bush's promise of a new world 
order will mean nothing. 

“The Arab allies are going to 
say: “Look, you told us you were 
acting according to principles. 
Principles must be applied uni- 
versally,*’ a Western diplomat 
said. 

Diplomats said they doubted 
that tbe Arabs had detailed ideas 
on the next moves in the dispute 
and would wait to bear what 
Baker comes up with. 

Baker, for bis pari, has said he 
has no blueprint, but has sug- 
gested a two-pronged approach 
of peace talks between Israel and 
Arab states — long advocated by 
Israel —and Israeli-Paiesiinian 
dialogue. 

U.S, officials also say Baker 
may now focus on limited confi- 
dence-building measures such as 
easing Israeli restrictions in tbe 
occupied territories, relaxing tbe 
Arab economic boycott of Israel 
and bolding Arab-Israeli talks on 
water resources. 

. Middle Eastern analysts said 
they could see the value of such 


an approach, but one diplomat 
commented: Tm not sure that 
even the Arabs in the coalition 
can go along with no movement 
on tbe big issues.” 

Ali Hillal Dessouki. a political 
scientist at Cairo University said: 
"The implementation of any pro- 
ject has to be step-by-step. But 
there is a difference betw een 
step-by-step in a dark tunnel and 
step-by-step when we know there 
is something we will later agree 
on.” 
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Dessouki said the final objec- 
tive had to be made dear, and 
Arab governments could suggest 
that Washington re-state its com- 
mit mem to the “land-for-peace” 
principle — that Israel surrender 
territory in return for recognition 
by Arab states. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir fiercely opposes tbe idea, 
and Arab countries have few illu- 
sions that he will make conces- 
sions now, but they have not 
ceased to believe that Washing- 
ton has more leverage with Israel 
than it admits. 

If U.S. leaders could get some 
kind of Israeli-Paicstinian talks 
started, this would be welcomed 
by tbe Arabs, who would also tike 
to see a resumption of U.S.- 


F&Jesthnan talks, analysts said. 

Washington broke off talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) last June fol- 
lowing a Palestinian guerrilla 
attack on Israel. 

Diplomats said one effect of 
tbe Gulf war in scaling down 
Arab expectations appe ar ed to be 
a faQ-off in support for the idea of 
an international peace confer- 
ence, once widely considered a 
panacea for the Middle East 
problem. 

Israel has always opposed a 
conference, toe United States has 
been sceptical, and Western 
Europe is now also signalling it 
may not be a top priority. Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
rich Genscher has said it should 
not be made “a theological 
issue.” 

Diplomats say many Arabs too 
may no longer be so sold on the 
idea. “They won’t die in toe ffirefr 
for a conference,” one said. 
Egypt has already said it would 
be open to other approaches. 

The war has also weakened 
PLO standing with toe Arab 
allies, because it supported Iraq. 

Analysts said these Arab coun- 
tries might now be more amen- 
able to non-PLO figures repre- 
senting tbe Palestinians at peace 
talks, but the problem was the 
support the PLO leadership en- 
joys from ordinary Palestinians, 
precisely because it backed 
Baghdad. 


Arab state. Whilst other Arab 
states did not outrigfatly support 
such an action, they gave Iraq a 
great deal of moral sympathy. 

. States such as Jordan, Yemen, 
Algeria, Libya and Tunisia whilst 
not sup po r t in g the invasion and 
annexation of a sovereign nation- 
state understood Iraq's motives in 
taking such a drastic action amp- 
ly because they were in the «nne 
states of affairs. Their internal 
situation in larfring an indus trial 
base, the necessary technology 
and food to feed its own popula- 
tion meant that they were relying 
increasingly on international 
.< financial institutions to borrow- 
money to help them meet their 
needs. However, such borrowing 
inevitably means allowing such 
institutions to interfere in their 
local economics and dictate terms 
of development to the extent that 
such countries become in- 
creasingly dependent oo western, 
capitals and subsequently forced 
to eater unequal relationships 
with western powers.. 

It is this vicious cycle winch 
poor Third World states try to opt 
out of but to no avail and which 
Iraq sought to solve by invading 
Kuwait and acquire its material 
possessions. But, also, this was 
not to be for the world political 
community composed of rich su- 
per — and great powers acted in 
earnest to drive Iraq to not only 
back to its internationally recog- 
nised border, but in doing so his 
destroyed its economic and social 
fabric, not to say anything about 
its political and military structure. 

It is ironic to say that Iraq's 
mflitary power was built with the 
hands of Arab capital in conjunc- 
tion with western states, primari- 
ly the United States who backed 
Iraq against Iran to break tbe 
latter mffitarily and to alter the 
strategic balance of power in 
favour of Israel and Saudi Ara- 
bia. Iraq was to serve as a mere 
mess en ger boy and was not taken 
into the strategic equation. It was 
thought that its war with Iraq 
would destroy it too, leaving the 
area in the hands of two regional 


powers sup pressing any dissent, 
undermining progressive forces 
and leaving aside in the wfldigp- 
ness tbe Palestinian question. 
However, Iraq was to emerge 
strongest from tbe war with Iran 
coming back to challenge Amer- 
ican and Western hegemony in 
the area by invading Kuwait and 
for this it was to pay a heavy 
price. 

However; as said before and 
following toe realist school of 
thought, such destruction on 

mass Male of Iraq should not be 

seen in vain but las. regional’s 
political, strategic and economic 
implications beyond realisations. 
As soon as toe war started for 
instance, unto the Al Hussein 
missiles landing on Tel Aviv, 
Haifa, Dimona and parts of Jeru- 
salem, Israeli policy-makers be- 
gan a flurry of diplomatic activity, 
going bade and forth to Washing- 
ton mid showing signs of nervous- 
ness, weakness and trepidation. 
For toe first time right-wing 
Likud politicians and hawks like 
David Levy and Benjamin 
Natanyafru began to talk aooi$ 
the need to talk to tbe Palesti- 
nians of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Moshe Arens also talked 
about toe need to settle differ- 
ences with the Arab World and 
talk with some of its leaders like 
Hafez Assad of Syria. This is 
happening at precisely the same 
time as when other hawks in 
Likud are keeping quiet. On the 
international level, U.S. Secret- 
raxy of State James Baker is also 
coining to tiie Middle East with a 
four point plan to try and settle 
regional issues. 

It remains to be-seen whether 
these have borne fruit or not. 
However, tbe positive implica- 
tions which Iraq has helped to 
create for the post-war era should 
not be underestimated. 

Tbe. writer is a PHD graduate 
Leeds University in England. He 
currently lectures parr-time at 
Qoxtnba community college. He 
contributed tbe above article, to 
tbe Jordan Times. 


A hack to learn from 

As a journalist struggling to make a living, T feel I must protest 
toe amount of space given to Rami Khouri’s well thought out and 
even better exedtt e d piece (Tnesday Feb. 5). Those hacks like myself 
who, after reading it. tore up everything they ever wrote on issues 
surrounding toe last seven months here in the Middle East are 
now faced with a great dilemma. Do we give up jounalism; can we \ 
possibly be of use to society in another profession?' ' 

If this man Rami G. Khouri does not change his ways there is a 
very real danger of this clarity of thought spreading, causing more 
unemployment of our noble craftsmen and women. Even more 
dramatic is toe idea of alternatives to the crazy comfortable 
downward spiral of events here, chailangmg habits of a lifetime 
and thrusting cs ail into a future where mankind's desire for peace 
and justice become a possibility through understanding and 
respect. 

What a horrible prospect. 

If a Rand reads this please send me as “I Love Rami" T-shirt 
large size and please tell me bow to join your fan club. 

Tim Barker, 
Gulf Peace Teaznt 
Ammo n Hotdrfr 

P.O.Box-950271, AMMAN 1 
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Japanese fear effect of Gulf war images on children 


By TcruaJd Ueoo 

Reuter 

TOKYO — As the Gulf war 
ends, Japanese mottos are 
wondering what it has done 
to their children. 

They fear emotional dam- 
age may result from watching 
blanket television coverage 
of the fighting. 

Keiko Furukawa recalls 
being shocked by the gjee 
with winch her six-year-old 
son Masayukx watched live 
television pi ctures of a U.S. 
fighter-bomber taking off on 
a mission to destroy targets in 
Iraq. “Wow that's a real 


beauty," he shouted. 

She was at a Joss as to what 

she should tell her children 
about the Golf war. They saw 
die bombing of Baghdad “as 
toys simply being torn 
down,” said the 27-ycar-okl 
mother of two. 

Experts say exposure to 
such violence could push 
youngsters into aggression. 

Kaznto Shhnada, a profes- 
sor of social psychology at 
Tokyo's University of the 
Sacred Heart , says that 
watching the war put chfl- 
dren~in unprecedented dan- 
ger." It could stimulate their 
latent aggression, be said. 




On the first day of the Gnlf 
war, Furukawa and her 
neighbours met to discuss 
bow to deal with their chil- 
dren's interest in the violent 
images being beamed into 
their living rooms. 

As the allies launched their 
first air raids on Iraq on Jan. 
17, public and private televi- 
sion stations in Japan quickly 
cancelled normal program- 
mes and went over to live 
coverage of the war. Many 
children’s shows were scrap- 
ped. 

Furukawa said she felt she 
should turn off the television 
for the sake other children , 
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but wanted to see what was 
happening for herself. 

“Even pornography is 
much , much better for chU- 
dren than such violent 
scenes.” 

Experts say children need 
explanations of what war is 
all about since they cannot 
fuBy distinguish between fan- 
tasy and reality. 

“War is nothing but the 
most brutal form of mass 
killing. This is what parents 
should tell their children," 
said biroyoshi Isihkawa, a 
professor of social psycholo- 
gy at Sea jo University. 

Simply banning them from 




watching war coverage was 
not the answer — they should 
see it but have it property 
explamed by their parents. 
‘They can take it," be said. 

“ Japanese children do not 
take the war seriously be- 
cause no damage has been 
directly iqfUr*** on them," 
said Hisayo Nan, a house- 
wife with an 11-year-old son. 

“They see the war as a 
drama or something which 
does not exist in the real 
world." 

Hiroshi Minami, a former 
professor of social psycholo- 
gy at Hhotsubashi Universi- < 
ty, said children associated the 


battle scenes on television 
more easily with combat 
simulations in video games 
than with reality. 

“Chddrca are more likely 
to become apathetic toward 
war. Jet atone to the reality of 
the outside world, if they see 
war only throngh broadcast 
images that ignore the 
wretchedness and bhtemess 
behind it. ” Minami said. 

Four-year-old Shunichi 
Yoshizawa constant// asked 
bis mother about the war. 
Among his questions: “Is the 
war in Tokyo? Tba’t what 
they say at school ... isn’t this 
a war between the planets?” 


One man, one vote* doesn’t fit in Polynesia’ 


By David Stamp 

Reuter 

APIA. Western Samoa — 
Western Samoa's traditional 
chiefs are set to lose their 
political monopoly in this 
’Pacific nation, but maverick 
parliamentarian Le Tagaloa 
Pita says Western ideas of 
one man, one vote don 't fit m 
Polynesia. 

Government teams are 
visiting villages throughout 
the tropical islands to register 
voters for Western Samoa’s 
Grst general election under 
universal suffrage , . expected ^ 

next month. . ... 

The number, of voters w fjjf-.- 
leap to over 70,000 from ahrr. - 
out 20,000 now. But Le Taga- 
loa, the only independent 
member of the Fono (parlia- 
ment), believes that ending 
exclusive voting rights for the 
Matais (chiefs) is a step b .ck- 
wards. 

“The Samoan system is 
perhaps the best form of 


democracy that ever existed 
in this world and it's working 
very well for the benefit of 
all, not just some, " said Le 
Tagaloa, a former trade and 
economic affairs minister 
with a reputation as a tough 
political operator. Like all 
Samoan politicians, he is a 
Matai. 

“What we have now is the 
forced introduction of what is 
dictatorial rule pretending to 
be universal suffrage.” 

After independence from 
New Zealand administration 
in 1962, / Western . Samoa 
adopted Wescminisicr-styic 
parliamentary democracy but” " 
with one major concession to 
tradition — only Matais were 
allowed to stand ana vote in 
general elections. 

Matais, who are heads of 
extended families, are tradi- 
tional leaders in a country 
which still sticks rigidly to the 
old Polynesiann way of life, 
known as “Fa ’a Samoa.” 


They bold enormous au- 
thority from village level — 
the heart of Samoan political, 
social and economic life — up 
to the top. 

Even under universal suf- 
frage, only Matais will be 
allowed to stand for parlia- 
ment. 

Last year Prime Minister 
ToGlau Eti Alesana called a 
referendum, open to all 
Western Samoans over 21, to 
decide whether universal suf- 
frage should come at last. 

After a short campaign 
which aroused passions, a 
one-man, Otfpl-ybte) system 
was approved by a^ narrow 
'majority. ToGlau wants to 
call the Gist open election for 
March 29 if registration is 
completed in time. 

“I want all the Samoan 
citizens ... to have some feel- 
ing of belonging to their 
country and a feeling of 
direct affiliation with the 
selection of their future lead- 


ers rather than for the major- 
ity of the population to just 
s it back -amfwatch what the 
result of the election will be, ” 
ToGlau said in an interview. 

Drawing ordinary Samoans 
into political life should also 
combat apathy and arouse 
their enthusiasm for reviving 
the subsistence economy , 
which has stagnated for many 
years. 

“Once they believe ... tbey 
belong to this country . then 
they will have the feeling of 
trying to nurse their country 
. economically and socially, "• 
- ToGlau- said. - - ' ?*'••• 

He also dted a big rise ip . 
number of Matais which had 
diluted their authority. Some . 
Mauds with political ambi- 
• tions have created new titles 
for family members to win 
more votes. 

ToGlau defended keeping 
parliament an exclusive club 
for Matais. “You can’t 
change the whole system 


overnight," he said. “Let's 
take it easy this time." 

However, he said elections 
could be opened to non- 
Matai candidates in a few 
years' time. 

All this is anathema to 
53-year-old Le Tagaloa . a 
typically burly Samoan who 
has quit both ToGlau ’s Hu- 
man Rights Protection Party 
and the opposition Samoa 
National Development Party 
during his turbulent political 
career. 

We’ve had stability for the 
last 30 years.' Now 1 they're 
introducing " instability " he 
said during an interview^ his 
home in' the sdbufbs of the 
capital, Apia. 

He pointed to turmoil in 
other PaciGc nations which 
have universal suffrage such 
as Fiji, Papua New Guinea 
and Vanuatu. 

Le Tagaloa scornfully dis- 
missed the referendum, 
saying: “It has no standing. 


it’s only an opinion poll. " 

He has launched a supreme 
court case, arguing that the 
Fono illegally changed the 
constitution without the 
necessary two thirds major- 
ity. 

Le Tagaloa. a U.S.- 
educated economist who 
once supported President 
John Kennedy while a mem- 
ber of the New Jersey Demo- 
crats, says Samoa’s tradition- 
al system suits its communal 
society ideally. 

“It takes democracy right 
• to thd'Ievel of family, village 
" and 'district, . '.i. consultation 
,-apd. consensus are the two , 
hallmarks of the Matai sys- 
tem," he said. 

“In a one man, one vote 
(system) you’re just number. 
The winner takes it all and 
the loser licks his wounds. 
Those are the problems of 
universal suffrage. I think 
Samoa should be spared from 
it. " 




Suicides pose hazard to 






Luxembourg valley dwellers 


Si r 





By Julia Hayiey 

Reuter 

LUXEMBOURG — People 
living under Luxembourg’s 
highest bridge go in constant 
fear of being bit by a falling 
body. 

“ Tbey fall on our roofs, 
tbey fall in our gardens... 
tbey land in the middle of the 
street in broad daylight, ” said 
Clement Engelmann. 

He and other residents of 
Pfaffenthal, an old part of 
town in the shadow o f tower- 
ing cliffs, have been com- 
plaining ever since the 75 
metre high bridge was built 
over the gorge to the east of 
the capital in 1966. 

They have been peppered 
with beer bottles, stones and 
all sorts of debris. 

But the suicides are the 
worst. The roofs of two of the 
10 bouses under the bridge 
have an obvious patch of new 
tiles. From that height bodies 
go straight through and end 
up in the attic, Engelmann 
said. 

Residents cannot insure 
their houses against ' such 
damage. 

“It's an abnormal risk and 
no one will do it," said Ernest' 
Voss, inspector with Assnr- 
lux , one of Luxembourg's 
biggest insurers. 

No one has kept an exact 
count of the number of 
bodies that have landed in 
.the two streets immediately 
under the elegant red steel 
bridge. 

Newspaper reports say 
there were 67 in the 15 years 


to 1989. In 1989 there were at 
least 10. Engelmann. who is 
secretary of the local resi- 
dents' association, says the 
average is three or four a 
year. 

No one has survived the 
fall. 

Luxembourg's suicide rate 
is not the highest in Europe 
but recent figures Grom the 
State Statistics Office 
(Statec) show it has climbed 
steadily since the mid 1950s 
to reach the level of the 
depressed early 1930s. 

Luxembourg's capital, per- 
ched on a rock cut away on 
three sides by rivers, boasts 
93 bridges and extensive 
cliffs. Jumping off high places 
accounts for around 20 per 
cent of suicides compared 
with six per cent at the begin- 
ning of the century. 

The 350-metre long “red 
bridge” is w edged into the 
top of the gorge cut by the 
Alzettc River. It carried the 
main road to Germany and 
connects the capital with the 
European Community in- 
stitutions. 

Engelmann said drat as the. 
bridge's notoriety grows, it 
attracts more suicides and 
increases the danger for the 
15 famili es directly under- 
neath. 

' Strangely, people always 
choose to jump onto the 
houses either side and not 
into the river or the vegetable 
plots along the middle of the 
vaDey. 

“Perhaps ifs a fear of not 
being found/' Engelmann 


said. 

In 1987 Luxembourg rank- 
ed ninth out of 35 countries’ 
with a rate of 19.9 suicides 
per 100,000 inhabitants, 
according to World Health 
Organisation figures. Statec’s 
own calculations gave a rate 
of 24.4 for the same year. 

Pfaffenthal residents took 
to sending telegrams to the 
minister of public works each 
time there was a new suicide. 

Nb one has yet been killed 
by a falling body, but locals 
say it is bound to happen one 
day. Parents worry about the 
effect on children who see a 
suicide. 

The government is, at last, 
responding to residents’ peti- 
tions and trying out preventa- 
tive-measures. 

Foot different plastic 

panels have been put up 
along tire side of the bridge to 
see winch looks best. 

“We just want the highest 
' (panel)” Engelmann said. 

The government may even- 
tually roof over the bridge’s 
pavements at a cost of up to 
100 million Luxembourg 
francs (S33 million), if stu- 
dies conclude this wdl not 
spoil the bridge. 

A Luxembourg doctor, 
who asked not to be named, 
said suicides were mainly a 
result of loneliness. 

“Ifs a problem which ex- 
ists in all European coun- 
. tries,” she said. ‘But it's a 
social problem, not a medics/ 
one. 

“People are more and 
jqpre Isolated." 


By GBea EJgoed 

Renter 

LONDON — Britain's 
longest serving political party 
leader is an ageing rock sm- 
gerwbo campaigns in a black 
top hat and a leopard skin 
suit. 

Scre am in g Lord Sotch — 
David to bis friends — is 
head of the Official Monster 
Raving Loony Party as wefl 
as lead singer in a rock band 
called The Savages. 

Dedicated to patting the 
fan bade into politics, the 
self-eanobled Sotch is pitch- 
ing for votes aga in in a par- 
liamentary by-ehetkm tins 
month under the slogan 
“ vote for insanity — you 
know ft makes sense.” 

EEs policies include arriving 

Britain's financial problems 

by extending the Channel 
Tunnel to Switzerland to dig 
far gold in tbe bank vaults of 
Zurich. 

. He has also proposed turn- 
ing the European Commun- 
ity batter mountain into a ski 
run and making dogs cat 
l u minou s food so you can see 
their mess in tbe dark. 

Butch's “bank of Loony- 
land" has printed its own 
pound notes with a portrait of 
a snriEng Margaret Thatcher 
in place of the usual Ekeness 
of Queen Elizabeth. 

Sitting unshaven in tbe 
datteted Victorian parlour of 
Rose VMa, bis West London 
base, Sotch, 50, orphans that 
be is a Utile’ hung over after 
playing a conceit which kept 
him up nnril after 5 am. 


He is so confident of vic- 
tory in tbe March 7 by-, 
election in the north w e st En- 
glish constituency of Ribble 
Valley that he has booked a 
local pub for his victory party 
on March 6, saying be wants 
to get his celebrating in early. 

“ We’re not riBy in the 
Loony Party," said Sotch in 
an interview. 

He aho disclosed that be is 
considering setting np a 
camel sanctuary for beasts 
which fell victim to tbe Gulf 
war. 

Sotch said tbe jRzbbfe Val- 
ley poB is Iris 30tir attempt to 
stand for parliament. 

Ms long political career 
has already eclipsed that of 
another legendary British 
eccentric — tbe late Com- 
mander Bill Boats, who 
stood a record 28 times for 
bis Public Safety Democratic 
Monarchist White Resident 
Party. 

Sztch meat into politics in 
1963 when be founded the 
National Teenage Party. His 
Got march took a wrong tom 
and nearly ended up in a can- 
aL 

He says people thought he 
was mad what he proposed 
catting the voting age to 18, 
setting up commercial radio 
stations to challenge tbe Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) and allowing pubs to 
stay open aU day. 

AB these measures have 
since been jntrottoccd by gov^ 
enunents river the years. 

Members hi p of the Official 
Monster Raring Loony Party 
is now around 6,000, Sutcb 


said. It has had one election 
success when Alan Hope, a 
west of England pub mana- 
ger, stood unopposed for a 
local council seat 

Sotch cre di ts himself with 
changing tbe face of British 
politics when be came sixth 
and still won twice as many 
. votes as tbe minority Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) in a 
May 1990 by-election. 

The SDP was so humiliated 
that it Grided shortly after- 
wards. Tbe Independent 
newspaper commented: “It 
was cither extinction or a 
pact with Screaming Lord 
Sutcb." 

Parallel with bis political 
career, Sotch has kept on 
performing with his band Tbe 
Savages. 

“I was a big name before 
tbe Rolling Stones, before 
tbe Beatles. They’re not bad 
for newcomers," Sotch sakL 

Hi s records have included 
such titles as Hands Of Jack 
The Ripper, Dracula ’s 
Daughter and She's Fallen In 
Love With A Monster Man. 

Generally they have not 
been chart successes, but 
Suteh's band has nurtured a 
truly impressive Est of stars . 

They have included Keith 
Mdou of The Who, Jimmy 
Page of Led Zeppelin, Ritch- 
kBlackmore of DeepPmplc, 
Nicky Hopkins, who played 
with the Rolling Shoes and 
two members of the Jimi 
Hendrix experience. 

*T fee! very proud of them. 
Honestly. No regrets,” said 
Sutcb. 


By E. Yaghi 

LUCY was dead. Not long after her death, many of her 
relatives came upon hearing the news. Tbey tilled her small 
house with their wails and tears. She was as greatly loved 
by those who knew her as perhaps any person could be 
loved. Even her male nephews and cousins stood around in 
desolation with saddened looks and tears streaming down 
their faces. 

However, following the initial shock of her death . human 
nature took its course and people being what tbey are, 
resumed being themselves. The Grst tears of many had 
dried. Small groups of people gathered together and 
primarily talked about Lucy’s departure, but as the evening 
wore on, also discussed other events, people and eventual fy 
tbe Gulf war. 

The greatest blow of her death was borne by her Gve 
children. Her oldest, a daughter, could not stop crying. Her 
youngest son, a 7-year-old , was at a total loss without his 
mother. At first, he cried heavily too, but then sought 
comfort in tbe arms of various female relatives. WTien his 
mother was taken for burial, he refused to stay behind in 
tbe sanctity of his home, but accompanied her to the 
cemetery where in the black of night, he saw some 
members of the funeral procession place his beloved 
mother’s body in her grave. Much later, tbe youngest 
returned to the secure circle of women, his eyes wide and 
bright. Momentarily, he bad accepted her departure. The 
shock of her loss bad not settled in his young mind. 
However, his older brothers and sister were much more 
imm ediately perturbed than be. Although his oldest 
brother bad stopped crying, he carried the loss of his 
mother with a solemn face and painful eyes. 

For those left on earth, life keeps moving on and the 
large group of condolers needed attention. Some of the 
women and men among them got up to help serve the rest 
of tbe guests. Nevertheless, a great burden of serving black 
unsweetened coffee fell on the shoulders of Lucy’s chil- 
dren. 

In the women’s room , someone inconsiderately served 
tea . It wasn 't really the time for a sweetened cup of tea. yet 
it was served anyway. Amidst conversation and confusion 
of feet coming and going, cups of tea were spilled on Lucy ’s 
carpet that had always been kept so clean. Her kitchen in 
effect, seemed raided as clusters of women buzzed in and 
out, back and forth, attending to their own needs and the 
needs of others. Because some young children were 
present, the air was tilled with their cries and protests 
which mixed with the mumble of suppressed conversation. 

As the evening wore on. Lucy’s youngest child finally fell 
asleep, comforted by some aunts who patted and covered 
him until his eyes, heavy with weariness could stay open no 
longer. Lucy was gone and buried. Her little house spent its 
Grst night without her caring presence. 

As always . the next day, the sun rose over the dusky 
hills. Its rays cheerful with bright yellow hues. Birds sang 
perched on trees and window sills. Cars honked and people 
went about carrying on their lives as usual. But Lacy’s 
children would never be the same. Her daughter had cried 
herself to sleep. Her oldest son looked like he had loo, but 
because he was 15 years old, couldn’t admit his grief. The 
youngest boy scampered about like a baby rabbit and went 
to seek a treasured toy to bring him comfort. Meanwhile. 
Lucy's two middle boy$ .tended go their guests with red 
faces and tearful eyes- * 

If the Gyst day of Lug£s death brought sort of a bushed 
murmur, the day after brought bolder actions. Partially 
over the loss of their companion, people returned to useless 
and empty conversation and Lucy's small bouse appeared it 
would fall apart at its seams from all the people who 
retraced indelible paths on the carpet. In the centre of the 
women. Lucy’s elderly mother sat in quiet silence observ- 
ing the madness arbund her. Some people, forgetting to 
respect death and the loss incurred on the rest of Lucy's 
family, spoke in louder voices. Some laughed. Most 
incredibly retained healthy appetites. All but Lucy's 
children, mother, brothers and sistcis felt their loss deep 
within their hearts. But Lucy was no longer around to 
console her mother and dry her children’s tears. Nor was 
she around to mop up the messes that were left for a 
bereaved daughter to clean. 

Traditional mansafs were made and in the following 
days , mourners satisfied their appetites as tbey continued 
their visits, their conversations and their lives. 

One week after Lucy’s death, candy and sweets were 
distributed and her bouse became a sticky mess tilled with 
sesame seeds, candy wrappers and further spilled tea. In 
petritied silence. Lucy’s daughter watched her relatives 
desecrate her mother’s treasured possession. She could 
hardly wait until all the sympathisers /eft and went to their 
own homes. Lucy’s oldest son was quiet too. but resentful 
bow healthy most appetites bad become and bow some 
sweets were confiscated by boarding women and crammed 
into purses to take back to their homes for later feasting. 

Time bas passed. Since Lucy’s death, a winter rain has 
softly fallen on Lucy’s sha-'\ wed grave. There is a whisper 
of a ceasefire in the making. Many Iraqis have died. Death 
knows no age. Lucy’s tittle house is quiet now. The b uzzin g 
mourners have returned to their own lives and homes. But 
in Lucy's house there will no longer be her gentle loving 
touch. Her hugs for her children have ceased :o be. She is 
no longer around to welcome them borne from school with 
a warm cooked meal and listen with an attentive ear to 
their fears and joys. 

Dte youngest boy is now beginning to really feel the loss 
of bis mother’s care. One of his uncles even said in a 
careless manner, “do you know where your mother is now? 
Did you realise what happened and that she is dead?” 

Tbe small child who bas to face life without a mother 
turned out to be much more clever than his thoughtless 
uncle and replied with his eyes unblinking, “Yes, I do 
know. I went to tbe cemetery with my mother the night she 
died. She was an ’Amaneh' (trust frc:n God), and God 
took his trust. ” 

As for Lucy's husband, don’t worry. He’ll get over his 
wife's death for be has many concerned in-laws who are 
right now looking for a wife to replace the one he just lost. 
Some of tbe women who were crying the loudest when 
Lucy died are being kind enough to encourage her husband 
to get married soon. Do her children mind? Very much. 
Does Lucy care? No, not at all, for she has now left the 
worries of this world and gone to a far better one where she 
will Eve forever in an eternal Garden of Eden with the 
River Kowthar Gowing at her side. 

THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

Revenge is always the weak pleasure of a little and na^ow 
mind 

— Juvenal, Roman lawyer-satirist, (about 60 A.D. 140 

A.D. ). 

Do all the good you can and make no fuss about it 
— Charles Dickens, English author 1812-1870 % 
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Children's television 


the violence in cartoons that 
cartoon *• have been distressing 


By Maha Addasi 

Many adults and older children love cartoon i< and make 
lime to watch them, may be while baby-sitting and some- 
times even when they .ire alone. Most cartoon characters 
arc i erv cute and attract the viewers tike they should. But it 
never occurs ;o some people that there should be parental 
guidance for cartoons! 

WM. you may ask? 

Because aside from 
psychologists refer to. 
lately 

One IS-ycar-old girl was watching a cartoon with her 
eight-year-old cousin and said that her own lips quivered at 
some of the emotional scene. 

The lS-\ ear-old was referring ton cartoon called “Honey 
Bracelet", which is abour this cute little bee who goes in 
search of his lost mother who was taken away from him 
when he had hard) “hatched". 

S**. he goes all over the woods facing vicious ants in 
colonies, among other perils, all in the hopes of finding a 
clue that would lead him to his mother. 

All fine and well, you *1 think. The suspence is part of the 
shin . and the little bee's hard work should pay off at the 
end. which would, most definitely, be a happy one. 

\ot quite. I was told, because at the end when the bee 
JiK's find his mother she is trapped under a pile of stones 
and he is only able to hold her hand before an explosion 
takes her away inw* him once attain. Maybe for good, this 
time’ 

"4f that point." Mid the IS-ycar-old. “If I had as mueh 
as /« N>ked at ni\ little cousin wrong, she would have burst 
into heart-wrenching rears." 

“ Actually . I needed a good cry myself." she admitted. 
“All over a stupid free, an insect l would avoid in real life." 

Real life is full ol distress, so w hy are little kids burdened 
with these bigger-than-lifc problems before hand? Why the 
previews? 

The whole deal with cartixms is a trap. The characters 
are so cute they catch kids' attention and then you are very 
much interested to know what happens to these characters. 

.-Uvurding /<» psychologists there are many things about 
cartixms that are purposely there to attract attention. Many 



feel the problem isn't in attraction to the cartoon. These 
people complain about the frustration and distress their 
children go through while watching and the nightmares 
their children have later on. 

One parents eloquently said that cartoons are “ children's 
forfure sessions at their finest.” 

Other parents while watching cartoons with their -children 
always search for the “cross-bones" at the top comer of the 
screen that indicates the cartoon is categorised “honor"! 
Most people support this view. 


I had a dream ... 


By Lara Philippi 

Every s»»Uier's weapon was replaced by a shovel, as he 
was transformed from defender of land to saver of the 
Earth War was abolished and became only a part of an 
unfortunate and shameful history. The nations of the world 
were working together, each accepting the responsibility of 
proxiding a certain human requirement. 

The building of w ar machines was replaced by construe- 
trie .•etriities such as education and planting. Children 
were nor merely cnctw raged to communicate as an 
Jtcrn.it n e to quarreling but were made to know that 
communication n as the only means to solving any problem. 


Efforts were no longer put into the production of destruc- 
tion but rather, people were looking for ways to make the 
world belter. There even seemed hope as far as saving the 
ozone of our planet because everyone realised that " each 
person had to do his share and did it. 

Earth was again flourishing... Nature, again taking a 
recognisable form. People working hard, but not too hard 
to be able to reap the fruits of their efforts. Everybody 
could find a reason to smile and be happy about... 

...But it was too good to be true , for just then I heard the 
alarm clock ring me back to reality. Realising again where I 
was. I looked upwards and. with my deepest prayers, 
wished that dreams, could come true! 
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Antarctica littered with 
man’s monuments and muck 


By Paul Mylrea 
Reuter 

PALMER STATION. 
Antarctica — Tins of biscuits 
still line the shelves in Captain 
Robert F. Scott's hut. barely- 
changed since he left SO years 
ago for the South Pole never 
to return. 

The bitter cold and dryness 
of the world's last wilderness 
work better than any museum 
curator. 

Almost everything is pre- 
served in the Antarctic conti- 
nent. a frozen storehouse for 
more than two thirds of the 
world's fresh water even 
though no more rain falls than 
in the Sahara Desert. 

Scientists seeking clues on 
how the world's climate has 
changed find a 1 50.000 year 
record in the ice cap which 
extends to a depth of up to 
three miles (S.4 kilometres) 
near the South Pole. 

But the harsh conditions 
which keep intact this planet- 
ary records as well us monu- 
ments to intrepid explorers 
also preserve the waste man 
leaves behind. 

Lfntil this century Antarc- 
tica. home to little more than 
birds, seals and a few plants, 
was the cleanest place on 
Earth. 

But man. who knew little 
about the continent until con- 


certed scientific research be- 
gan in 1 957. is slowly changing 
that. 

Environmental groups such 
as Greenpeace have reported 
abuses including oil spills, 
abandoned machinery, rub- 
bish dumps and the piping of 
untreated sewage into pristine 
waters. 

Environmentalists say the 
main culprits arc the buses 
where scientists try to unravel 
the complex connections be- 
tween atmosphere, ice and 
sea in Antarctica which help 
to regulate world weather. 

Although the nations which 
have signed the 1959 Antarc- 
tic Treaty have maintained 
the continent as a pe-aceful 
international scientific reserve 
for 30 years and agreed to 
freeze territorial claims, many 
countries see it as a question 
of national pride to maintain a 
base. 

There are now as many as 
40 year-round bases and 
another 20 or so in the short 
summer months, each with its 
waste problems. 

Waste and pollution not 
only threaten the environ- 
ment. they also endanger ex- 
periments for which a clean 
emironment is crucial. 

Countries like the United 
States are now making a big 
effort to clean up their act 


after pointed criticism. 

In 1988 Greenpeace and the 
Environmental Defence Fund 
criticised the National Science 
Foundation ( NSF ). which 
runs U.S. polar research, for 
burning rubbish and dumping 
untreated sewage. 

A year later Antarctic Trea- 
ty nations tightened up a code 
of conduct on waste disposal, 
calling for the removal of any 
toxic or radioactive waste and 
a clean-up of past mistakes. 

Washington created a spe- 
cial clean-up budget last year 
for the polar programme. The 
changes are beginning to show 
at this U.S. research base on 
the Antarctic peninsula on the 
other side of the continent 
from McMurdo where Scott's 
base is preserved. 

Rubbish is now sorted and 
recycled or shipped out. 
Dumps are being cleared up. 
An old station is slowly being 
dismantled. 

The biggest change is in- 
attitude. 

William Woodward, an oil 
spill expert working as a con- 
sultant for the NSF. told Reu- 
ters: “Over the years there 
have been too many people 
(at the bases ) who had a 
nine-month tour and their 
attitude was ‘leave it for the 
next guy.' 

“ Now there is a new 
approach and things are really 


looking up ... they're making 
great strides forward he 
said. 

Mike Patterson, a construe- -t 
tion super\isor who has work- 
ed at the U.S. s McMurdo and 
South Pole bases, said: 
“There has been an incredible 
swing towards concern for the 
environment . " 

But Greenpeace says more 
can be done and some nations 
are still not committed to 
keeping Antarctica dean. 

Just" before a month-long 
cruise to Antarctica in Febru- 
ary' to monitor the impact of 
sdentific bases. Greenpeace 
detailed some of the con- 
tinuing abuses such as the 
Argentine base where 30 
years worth of debris has beeni £ 
thrown down a mountainside. 

Greenpeace campaigner 
Janet Dalzieli said: "He in- 
tend to keep bringing facts 
back to the public of those 
countries about how their 
governments should really be-, 
have in Antarctica." 

For the people who work in 
Antarctica and have sampled 
its magic, the clean-up makes 
sense. 

Patterson, a former welder 
in a nuclear plant who has 
worked for seven years in 
Antarctica, said: " This place 
is a little too special to be 
spoiled. ’* 






THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 
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Thursday, March 7 

1821 — Neopolitan rebels 
are crushed at Rieti by Au- 
strians. 

1876 — Egyptian forces are 
defeated at Gura by Ethio- 
pians. 

1935 — Restoration, of 
Saar to Germany marks be- 
ginning of German expan- 
sion. 

1936 — Germany violates 
.Treaty of Versailles by 
occupying demilitarised zone 
in the Rhineland. 

1941 — British troops in- 
vade Italian-occupied Abyssi- 
nia (Ethiopia) in World War 
II. 

1945 — British 14th army 
enters Mandalay in Burma in 
World War II. 

1951 — Premier Ali Raz- 
mara of Iran is assassinated. 

1956 — Unrest, fomented 
by Stalinist faction, breaks 
out in Sower Georgia. 

1986 — United States and 
Soviet Union pledge to pro- 
tect all weaker nations from 
nuclear blackmail and aggres- 
ision. 

1977 — Saudi Arabia 
announces it will give $1 bil- 
lion in aid to black Africa. 

1988 — British soldiers and 
police fatally shoot three Ir- 
ish Republican Army guerril- 
las after they plant car bomb 
set to go off during military 
parade in British colony of 
Gibraltar. 

1989 — China declares 
martial law in Tibetan capital 
of Lhasa following three days 
of anti-Chinese noting. 

1990 — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev demands 
billions of dollars in hard 
currency’ to cover Soviet in- 
vestments if Lithuania 
secedes from Sower Union. 

Friday, March 8 

1904 — Germany revises 
1872 anti-Jesuit law to permit 
return of some members of 
the Roman Catholic order. 

1917 — Riots and strikes 
break out in St. Petersburg, 
marking start of Russian Re- 


volution. 

1949 — France recognises 
non-Communist Vietnam 
nationalists under Bao Dai as 
independent state within 
French union. 

1950 — Marshal Voroshi- 
lov announces Soviet posses- 
sion of atomic bomb. 

1954 — United States arid- 
Japan sign mutual defence 
agreement. 

1957 — Ghana is admitted 
to United Nations. 

1961 — British common- 
wealth prime ministers’ con- 
ference opens in London . 
arid South Africa announces 
it will leave Commonwealth 
on May 31. 

1965 — United States lands 
3,500 Marines in South Viet- 
nam. 

1969 — Soviet Union puts 
its Far East army on alert as 
warning to China after fron- 
tier clash on Ussuri River. 

1970 — Cyprus President 
Makarios escapes assassina- 
tion when terrorist snipers 
shoot down his helicopter. 

1986 — Guerrilla riolence 
in Colombia takes seven lives 
on day prior to national elec- 
tions. 

1989 — Troops converge 
on Tibetan capital of Lhasa 
to enforce martial law follow- 
ing three days o f an r/- Chinese 
rioting. 

1990 — West German par- 
liament adopts resolution 
calling on united Germany to 
honour Poland’s western bor- 
der. 

Saturday , March 9 

1876 — Turkish troops be- 
gin massacre of Bulgarians. 

1950 — Japan defeats Rus- 
sian forces at Mukden. 

1942 — Japanese complete 
conquest of Dutch Island of 
Java in Indonesia during 
World War U.. 

1959 — Unsuccessful army 
revolt ends in Mosul, Iraq. 

1964 — Kgfadh# breaks out 
in Ktima . Cyprus. 

1969 — - Lieutenant Gener- 
al Moneim Riad. chief of 


staff of Egypt’s armed forces, 
is killed during Israel i- 
£gyptian gun battle across 
Suez Canal. 

1970 — United States de- 
clines to recognise new white- 
ruled Republic of Rhodesia, 
and doses U.S. consulate in 
that African Nation. 

1976 — Cable car plunges 
to ground near northern Ita- 
Ban dty of Trento, killing 42 ‘ 
skiers. 

1989 — NATO and War- 
saw Pact open complex talks 
in Vienna aimed at curbing 
armed might built up in 40 
years of East- West enmity. 

1990 — Two Germanys be- 
gin preliminary reunification 
talks. 

Sunday, March 10 

181 4 — Napoleon Bona- 
parte is forced to withdraw at 
Battle of Laon, France. 

1919 — Nationalists riot in 
Cairo following deportation 
from Egypt of Said Zaghlul 
Pasha. 

1922 — Strikes break out 
in Johannesburg, South Afri- 
ca, and martial law is de- 
clared 

1942 — Rangoon. Burma, 
falh to Japanese forces in 
World War II. 

1952 — Sower Union prop- 
oses four-power conference 
on unification and disarma- 
ment of Germany. 

1972 — Cambodia's Pre- 
mier Lon Nol takes over 
complete contra/ of Cambo- 
dian government. 

1975 — North Vietnam 
troops seize most of South 
Vietnam’s provincial capital 
of Ban Me 77iuor in central 
highlands. 

1988 — U.S. economic 
pressure mounts on General 
Manuel Antonio Noriega’s 
military government in Pana- 
ma. 

1989 — About 100,000 
workers move into Iraq’s 
■ war-barterd southern port of 
Basra to hasten reconstruc- 
tion of what once was called 
the “ Venice of the east.*’ 


1990 — Georgia becomes 
the fourth Soviet republic to 
condemn its annexation to 
the Soviet Union. 

MONDAY, March 11 

1597 -I- Austria’s 
Archduke Albert captures 
Amiens in France. 

1784 — British sign peace 
treaty with Tippoo of Mysore 
in India: 

1795 — The Mahrathas de- 
feat the Mogul of Kurdla in 
India. 

1845 — Maoris stage furth- 
er uprising against British 
rule in New Zealand. 

1913 — Britain and Ger- 
many agree on frontier be- 
tween Nigeria and Came- 
roons. 

1917 — British forces cap- 
ture Baghdad during WorIJr 
War I. 

1921 — France, in treaty 
with Turkey , renounces claim 
to Cilicia. 

1938 — German forces en- 
ter Austria. 

1943 — British Eighth 
Army repulses heavy Ger- 
man counterattacks in Tuni- 
sia in World War U. 

1966 — Mobs sweep 
through Calcutta, India, and 
surrounding towns in second 
day of food riots, and police 
kill five of the rioters. 

1975 — Two Portugal Air 
Force planes attack military 
barracks in Lisbon in what is 
called attempt to overthrow 
left-wing military govern- 
ment. L 

1977 — Brazil cancels 25- 
year-old military assistance 
treat y with United States be- 
cause of U.S.' State Depart- 
ment rejyort criticising its 
alleged violations of human 
rights. 

_ 1989 — Two dozen nations 
sign declaration in the 
Netherlands enlisting United 
Nations as watchdog against 
pollution of Earth's atm os-, 
phere. 

1990 — Lithuanian parlia- 
ment declares independence 
from Soviet Union. 

By The Associated Press? 
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Bertolucci: It’s about time for five-hour film 
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NEW YORK — If foo* 14 
jwais of waiting, but Italian 
director Bernardo Bertolucci 
is finally pleased with his Him 
“1900". 

Ax i uncut five boms and 
11 -minutes long version of 
the 1977 fihn opened recently 
at a New York Revivals CSnc- 
ma to rave reviews. It has 
also popped up in other U.S. 
cities. 

Bertolucci says this revital- 
ised version is a far cry from 
the controversial, three-hour 
“ 1900" that Paramount Stu- 
dios released in 1977 despite 
his objections. 

" That one was completely 
incomprehensible, " Berto- 


lucci said in a telephone in- 
terview from his Italian, 
home. “You couldn’t under- 
stand it ac all.* 

' The epic film, starring a 
young Robert De Niro, an 
ageing Burt Lancaster and 
frenchman Gerard Depar- 
dieu, portrays the landowner- 
peasant class struggle be- 
tween two Italian families 
' through five generations, cul- 
minating in die overthrow of 
the blackshirts in World War 

n. 

By the time Bertolucci 
completed the original Him it 
was five horns long, several 
months late and bad cost 
almost doable its original SS 
million budget 
Paramount executives, up- 


set at the excess, chopped it 
nearly in half — without Ber- 
toluccts help. 

Despite glowing reviews, 
Bertolucci was enraged and 
threatened to sue over the 
three-hour version. ' 

Paramount relented and 
offered a four-boor verson, 
which the Italian director said 
was better but still in- 
adequate. 

The row eventually faded 
with die film but Paramount 
executives decided last year 
that releasing a folly restored 
verson might work, to Berto- 
lucci’s long-overdue satisfac- 
tion. 

"It was a kind of victory , 
many years too late," the 
director said. "But I’m of 


course very pleased that 
someone can see it as I con- 
ceived it" 

The uneat version, which 
Bertolucci said was actually 
seen in European cinemas in 
1977, depicts more of the 
political side to the rise of the 
socialist and labour move- 
ments in pre- World War I 
Italy. 

It also restores some of the 
explicit sexual scenes which 
critics likened to Bertolucci’s 
Last Tango In Paris. 

The English-language 
soundtrack has been redub- 
bed in Dolby stereo and the 
film’s coloortrack has been 
fully restored under the su- 
pervision of the fihn ’s origin- 
al director of photography. 


Vittorio Storaro. 

*7 think people today will 
like the movie, whereas back 
then they didn’t," Bertolucci 
said. “Obviously, red Sags 
don’t terrify anyone any- 
more. What was scary in 1976 
and 1977 is no longer scary 
today." 

Bertolucci, whose The Last 
Emperor won him an 
Academy Award for direct- 
ing in 1987, said he was also 
glad to see a film released 
today that offered a political 
point of view. 

“It wifi be good for a young 
audience to see a kind of 
movie that you cannot see 
today, including me. Nobody 
has that kind of political 
energy." 
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Works byClaudel 

attract 100,000 to 
small town 




By Harms Neuerbourg 
The Associated Press 

MA R 77GN Y. Switzerland 
— Her lover was revered as a 
modern-day Michelangelo. 
Her brother became a tower- 
ing figure in French litera- 
ture. But sculptress Camille 
Claudel died in obscurity in 
an insane asylum in 1943. 

It took four decades , as 
many books, a prize-winning 
movie and shows in France, 
the United States, Japan and 
Germany to reveal her as an 
artistic genius in her own 
right. 

What is billed as the most 
complete exhibition yet of 
her works is drawing to a 
close at Martigny's modernis- 
tic Museum of the Fondation 
Pierre Giannada. In the past 
three months, the show, 
which includes some works 
never displayed before, has 
attracted 100,000 visitors, 
almost 10 times Che popula- 
tion of Martigny. 

The 92 mostly autobiog- 
raphic sculptures, paintings 
and drawings plus photo- 
graphs and letters tell a story 
of passion and despair that 
had the “dimensions of an 
ancient Greek tragedy,” as 
Zurich art historian Laura 
Arid put it. 

The earliest exhibits were 
created by Claudel at age 17 
before joining the workshop 
of Auguste Rodin, then 
already rising to worldwide 
fame. They indude a fine 
bronze head of her younger 
brother Paul that is evidence 
of her great talent. 

As a poet, playwright and 
essayist, Paul left a lasting 
mark on French literature - 
and was elevated into the 
Academie Franchise. 

Claudel, a striking young 
beauty , was soon involved in' 
a tempestuous affair with 
Rodin, 24 years her senior. 

His feelings are manifest in 
a yellowed letter exhibited 
here and discovered only re- 
cently by Reine-Marie Paris, 
Claudel’s grand-niece and au- 
thor of her biography. 

“I am on my knees to 
embrace your beautiful 
body, ” Rodin 's 1883 letter to 
Claudel says. The words 
strike a note Claudel cast into 
bronze five year later in 
“ Sakountala showing a 
nude couple in the throes of 
desire. 

The almost life-size sculp- 
ture, also shown here, 
marked the peak of their 
passions. 

By then their romance was 
(he talk of France, shocking 
her middle-class family. Her 
mother rejected her. 

Relations with Rodin chil- 
led as Claudel became gro- 
wingly aware that he would 
never part with Rose Beuret , 
a seamstress who became his 
lifelong companion in 1864 
although they did not marry 
until 1917, the year both 
died. 

Cartoon-style ■ drawings 
dated 1892 suggest Claudel 
had little sympathy for her 
much older rival. One por- 
trays Beuret as an ugly-faced, 
broom-swinging woman 
walking away from a bearded 
Rodin chained to a wall. 


Another exhibit is “L ’Age 
. Mur ” (Ripe Old Age), 
Claudel's only state-commis- 
sioned work, from 1895. It 
shows a kneeling young 
woman imploringly holding 
the arm of a man following an 
old woman. 

Her attachment remained 
strong. 

" I am sleeping in the 
nude. ” she wrote Rodin in an 
1892 letter, “then I dream 
you would be here but then I 
wake up and everything is 
changed. Don’t be unfaithful 
to me again.” 

The 92 most- 
ly autobiog- 
raphic sculp-' 
tures, paint- 
ings and draw- 
in gs plus 
photographs 
and letters tell 
a story of pas- 
sion and de- 
spair that had 
the “ dimen- 
sions of an 
ancient Greek 
tragedy,” as 
Zurich art 
hi st o r i a n 
Laura Arid 
put it. 

Art historian Arid said in a 
review of the show: “ Un- 
familiar with female 
strategies, she was , as a \ 
.woman, completely at the 
mercy of Rodin. He left her 
in the status of a mistress. 
She had to abort their chil- 
dren. ” 

A painting exhibited here 
shows doves flying over a 
child lying seemingly lifeless 
on a beach. She did the can- 
vas in 1898, the year she and 
Rodin ended their affair. 

The statue of a mortally 
wounded young woman, ti- 
tled “ Niobide Blessee ” and 
dated 1907, completes the 
show. 

She destroyed many of her 
later works. Some earlier 
ones are believed to carry 
Rodin's signature. 

In 1913. Claudel’s brother 
committed her to an asylum. 
Photographs record her de- 
cline. One shows her as a 
bleak-looking old woman 
with a bloated face. By then, 
she was long forgotten. 

“You tell me that God has 
mercy upon the grieved 
ones,” Reine-Marie Paris 
quotes from an unfinished 
draff letter Claudel wrote to 
her brother in 1929. 

“All right, let us talk about 
your God who allows an in- 
nocent woman to rot in the 
dungeons of an insane 
asylum.” 

Claudel’s death in 1943 at 
age 79 went unnoticed. A 
French art encyclopedia 
listed her as dead already in 
1920. 


Von Gogh and the Moderns — centenary show in Essen 



Yu Gogh And Thm Modern, 1890-1914* is an axhUMon at 
thm FkriUnwang Musmum in Essan, Federal Republic of Germany , 
that has earned iutantational acclaim. Tha Dutch artistfs so if- 
po r tr aits aura renowned. 
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By Roland Gross 

ESSEN — Vincent Van 
Gogh died in 1890. His 
brother Tbeo died in myste- 
rious circumstances six 
months later. But it wasn’t 
long before his art began to 
inspire an entire generation 
of successors, the generation 
Char came ro be known, in the 
20 years after Van Gogh’s 
death, as the Modems. 

Van Gogh paintings have 
now changed bands for over 
DM100,000 which can be 
sure to guarantee six-figure 
attendance at exhibitions of 
his work. Figures are the 
impressive initial facts, the 
vital statistics, of a large-scale 
venture such as the exhibition 
staged by the Folkwang 
Museum, in Essen, under the 
heading “Van Gogh And The 
Modems. 1890-1914." 

There were 1.3 million visi- 
tors to the Van Gogh re- 
trospective in Amsterdam; 
half a million are expected in 
Essen. 

Ruhrgas AG of Essen are 
sponsoring the event. The 
organisers refuse to say how 
much the 54 Van Goghs and 
132 other paintings are in- 


sured for; they include work 
by Munch. Braguc. Matisse, 
De Vlaminck, Picasso. De- 
launay, Kirch ner, Kandins- 
ky, Klee. Beckmann and 
Gauguin. 

The Essen exhibition is a 
school of comparative vision, 
of parting company with an 
art style that responded with 
a declining tendency towards 
naturalism to the atmosphere, 
the symbolism and the visual 
stimuli reality lacked. 

A radically subjective 
approach took shape in the 
landscapes, interiors , por- 
traits and still lives painted in 
the two and a half decades 
after Van Gogh’s death. That 
is the central message of the 
Essen exhibition, apart from 
striking parallels in composi- 
tion. such as between Van 
Gogh's Rhone Barques. 
1SS8, and Derain's Boats in 
Calliours, 1905. Derain, a 
fauvist, was mainly interested 
in reducing the perspective 
and the surface value of col- 
ours. 

In Essen the 54 Van 
Goghs. 19 of which were on 
show in Amsterdam , are not 
seen en bloc. They permeate 
the ensemble of works by him 


and his successors like an 
associative clue of thread. 
Yet a juxtaposition of styles 
and subjects is avoided. The 
emphasis is on the use. de- 
velopment or elimination of 
fundamental features of Van 
Gogh's style. 

The structural shape of the 
motifs, the rearrangement of 
the picture space, the brush- 
‘manship and the part played 
by colour are rhe chief 
criteria of hanging at the 
Folkwang Museum. 

The tour as arranged is 
easy ro follow yet contains its 
fair share of niches and cor- 
ners that enable visitors to 
make comparisons and draw 
parallels. 

Die Van Gogh paintings 
draw affention to early ex- 
hibitions. Van Gogh exhibi- 
tions were held in Paris in 
1890, 1896 and 1908 and in 
Amsterdam. Dresden. Bre- 
men and Hamburg in 1905. 
In 1912 Van Gogh was exhi- 
bited in Cologne. Between 
1905 and 1908. the apex of a 
European preoccupation 
with Van Gogh, many art- 
lovers are sure to have said: 
“Not Van Gogh again!” 




Silent Night remains most 
popular German carol 


By K. Rudiger Dnrtti 

FREIBURG — The German 
Folk Song Archives , in 
Freiburg, have amassed half 
a milli on files on German 
popular songs since they were 
founded 75 years ago. They 
include about 20,000 tape re- 
cordings. The archives, which 
are closely associated with 
Freiburg University, thus 
have Che largest stock of folk 
song material in the German 
language. The 40,000-volume 
library is a further gold mine 
for everyone who is in- 
terested in popular songs. 

The term folk song was 
coined by German philo- 


sopher and poet Johann 
Gottfried Herder, 1744-1803, 
who felt there was a link 
between poetry, language 
and the soul of a people. He 
sought to save the folk song 
from oblivion. He began 
■compiling bis Stimmen der 
Vofirer in Uedem in 1778. 
Many other researchers fol- 
lowed in bis footsteps, mak- 
ing the folk song popular. 
They included Achim Von 
Ainim and Clemens Brenta- 
no, who wrote Des Knaben 
Wunderbom. 

The Freiburg archives were 
founded by Professor John 
Meier, who, in 1906, hit 
headlines with his Kunstlied- 
er im Volksmund. Folk songs 


bad previously been assumed 
to be traditional and handed 
down from one generation to 
the next. He showed that 
imany so-call-fblk songs had 
been written and composed 
by individual poets and musi- 
cians and been so popular 
they went on to become tra- 
ditional. 

A keynote of academic re- 
search today is the study of 
changes popular songs - love 
songs, miners’ songs, carnival 
songs, marches and the like - 
have undergone over the 
years. The archives can draw 
on an unrivalled stock of 
irreplaceable old manu- 
scripts. Foreign folk songs 
are also investigated, espe- 



Christmes this year will for most Gormans be thm first thmy haw 
•mur spent in a united country. French pianist Richard Clayder- 
man is seen rehearshag evergreens with the SchSneberg Boys* Choir 
outside the Reichstag in Berlin. One of them. Silent Night, is Ger- 
many’s most popular Christmas carol. 

dally where parallels with folk song. The Freiburg arc- Nacbt, Heilige Nacht (Silent 

German folk songs occur. bives are even known in Night), written in Austria 150 

Enquiries or visitors regularly Japan. Which is the most years ago and now sung in 

come from abroad, usually in popular German folk song? It over 40 languages — German 

connection with a specific is the Christmas carol Stillc Features. 
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Porgy finally debuts in Tokyo , but local blacks not thrilled 
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By S.L. Bachman 

The Associated Press 
TOKYO — Porgy And Bess 
recently debuted in Tokyo 
after a 12-year delay caused 
by a Japanese promoter’s de->- 
mand that the opera about 
American blacks be per- 
formed by an all-white cast. 

Producer Sherwih M. 
Goldman, who refused the 
demand , finally found 
another promoter willing to 
bring to Japan the regular 
troupe of primarily black 
artists. 

Although be called the m 
three=week run that began 

Jan. 30 a " breakthrough 
American blacks who have 
been fighting racism in Japan, 
gave the musical, and Japan's 
progress on race issues in 
general . mixed reviews. 

Several American blacks 
said they were proud of the 
black artists in the play about 
Porgy . who falls in love with 
good-time-girl Bess among 
friendly but poor neighbours 
in the bayside slums of Char- 


leston. South Carolina, dur- 
ing the depression. 

But the story of faithless- 
ness. gambling, superstition, 
murder, poverty and lawless- 
ness also are dangerously 
close to the stereotyped de- 
rogatory images of blacks 
many say remain widespread 
in Japan. 

“ I applaud what the actors 
are doing. Unfortunately, it 
reinforces the belief that we 
are shuffling and we are jiv- 
ing and we are superstitious, ” 
said Julie Judice, a black 
lawyer who works in Tokyo, 
for a U.S. consulting firm. 

Race issues have tempor- 
arily soured relations be- 
tween the United States and 
Japan on several occasions. 

Nearly six years ago. Prime ' 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone 
angered many Americans by 
saving the high percentage of 
minorities in the U.S." was 
responsible for what he be- 
lieved were overall low U.S. 
intelligence levels. 

Two years later, an elder 


statesman in the governing 
Liberal Democratic Party 
said U.S. blacks had few 
qualms about going bank- 
rupt. implying that they walk 
away from debts. 

Last fall. then-Justice 
Minister Seiryoku Kajiyama 
compared U.S. blacks with 
foreign prostitutes in Japan 
who he said “ruin the atmos- 
phere of the neighbourhoods 
they move into.” 

The remark prompted an 
outcry in the United Stares,- 
including calls for Kajiyama’s 
resignation and for boycotts 
of Japanese goods. Kajiyama 
eventually resigned in late 
December as part of a gener- 
al cabinet shakeup. 

The remarks clearly reflect 
an entrenched myth in Japan 
that the nation s success is 
largely a result of its 
homogeneous population. 
Native Japanese account for 
more than 99 per cent of the 
population. 

Researchers sav it is diffi- 

m ■' 

cult to gauge the pervasive- 


ness of such negative 
stereotypes. 

Blacks living in Japan re- 
■ port a variety of experiences, 
from difficulty getting jobs to 
unqualified friendship with 
Japanese neighbours. 

Anti-racism crusaders 
claim mixed progress. 
Stereotyped black images on 
■some corporate symbols, and 
dolls associated with the 
popular children s story Little 
Black Sambo, have been 
dropped or are hard ro find. 
said Toshiji Arita. a founder 
of the Association to Stop 
Racism Against Blacks. 

But drawings of clown-like 
“black” figures remain in 
comic books, which are wide- 
ly read by youths and adults 
in Japan. 

John Russell, an anthropo- 
logist who is studying 
Japanese attitudes toward 
blacks, said he finds negative 
attitudes among older people 
and ignorance among youn- 
ger Japanese about race 
issues in the United States. 


He says images of blacks 
transmitted to Japan through 
mainstream U.S. media and 
culture make things worse. 

"Most of the images Japan 
receives are through white 
media, and Porgy And Bess 
is an example.” he said . 

The musical's composer. 
George Gershwin, and lyri- 
cists. Ira Gershwin and 
Dubose Heyward, were all 
white. The work was based 
on a play by Heyward and his 
wife, a/so while. Goldman 
also is W'hite. 

For Goldman, the issue 
came down to when Tokyo 
audiences would ever have a 
chance to see what he consid- 
ers the best U.S. musical. 

The opera is almost always 
played with an all-black cast, 
following the wishes of the 
composer, who wrote the 
music for black singers using 
the rhythms of jazz, a musical 
form pioneered by American 
blacks and initially scorned 
by many whites. Goldman 
said. 


When asked why the black 
cast was rejected by the ori- 
ginal would-be Japanese 
promoter. Goldman said. "I 
don't think he thought he 
could sell grand opera in 
Japan with a black com- 
pany. “ 

One problem was Japanese 
reluctance ro take orders 
from black crew members. 
Goldman said. 

Goldman continued discus- 
sions “off and on” with 
promoters for more rhan a 
decade and finally won 
Japanese acceptance of a 
black troupe. 

_ Goldman and some of rhe 
73-member cast and crew, 
including about 20 whites, 
said they anticipated the 
worst, but when they arrived 
in Tokyo, they encountered 
no oven racism. Others less 
familiar with Japan expected 
no racism, and found none. 

”1 haven’t noticed it." said 
Terry Cook, a bass-baritone 
who shared the Porgy role 
with two other singers. 
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With one exception, birth defects not linked to older mothers 
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By Rnntli Hutier Epstein 

The Associated Press 
LONDON — With the single 
exception of Down's Syn- 
drome. the risk of bearing 
children with birth defects 
docs not increase as women 
jrc. according to ;i studv 
published in .1 British medical 
journal. 

Dr. Patricia BairJ. of the 
L'r.iven-its of British Col- 
umn;.: t n Vancouver. said 
older women still worry that 
ihe:r.ice u js jeopardising the 
health of their unborn babe 


— even with good results 
from prenatal chromosomal 
tests. 

"Now. we can reassure 
them that age isn't a risk 
factor for other kinds of birth 
defects," he said. 

The University of British 
Columbia team studied 
26,859 babies bom between 
1966 and 19S1 with birth de-\ 
facts of unknown cause. 
Babies with Down Syndrome 
were not included in the 
study because of an estab- 
lished relationship to the 


mother's age. 

Down's Syndrome occurs 
in one in 600 births . but 
increases dramatically to one 
in 50 births to women 45 
years old and older, accord- 
ing to Dr. Margretta 
Seashore, professor of hu- 
man genetics and pediatrics 
at Yale University. 

The Canadian study, pub- 
lished in the Lancet . found 
no connection between in- 
creasing maternal age and the 
incidence of other abnormali- 


"Before this study . we 
didn't know if there were 
other defects associated 
strongly with older age we 
weren't testing for,” added. 
Baird , a professor of medical 
genetics. 

In a telephone interview, 
she said her study shows that 
older women do not need any 
other prenatal tests in addi- 
tion to routine ultrasounds 
and chromosomal testing. 

Yale University's director 

of obstetrics. Dr. John Hob- 
bins said the study's conclu- 


sions sounded reasonable. 

He said many birth defeats 
thought to be associated with 
age were probably a result of 
poor nutrition . 

" The old mothers of yes- 
teryear are very different 
from the yuppie-types who 
put off having babies because 
of careers Hobbins said. 
“ Older women today are 
healthier and seek prenatal 
care.” 

Among the 43 categories of 
birth defects in the Canadian 
study, none showed an in- 


creased incidence with age. 

Two kinds of defects — 
patent ductus arteriosus, a 
heart abnormality, and 
hypertrophic pyloric stenoris, 
a stomach defect — were 
more common among youn- 
ger mothers. Also, congenital 
dislocatable hip occurred 
most frequently with 30-year- 
old mothers. 

All of these defects are 
very rare, occurring in less 
than 40 in 10,000 births. But 
Irene Yee, the statistician for 
the Canadian team, said the 


changes, were statistically sig- 
nificant. 

The heart defect decreased 
from slightly more than 20 
babies in 10.000 births to 
women younger than 25, to 
18 babies in 10,000 births 
among women older than 40. 
The stomach defect drops 
from about 40 babies in 

10,000 births to younger 
women , to 15 babies in 

10,000 births to older 
mothers. 

For congenital hip disloca- 
tions, the rate peaked tor 


30-year-old women with 10 
cases in 10,000 births. Less' 
than 5 cases in 10,000 births 
occurred to women younger 
than 20 and older than 40. 

Baird said she could not 
explain why those defects 
were more common with cer- 
tain ages of mothers, but she 
suspected the mother’s hor- 
mones affect the way the 
fetus grows. 

Hobbins said be believed 
the three purportedly age- 
linked defects were statistical 
quirks. 




Heavy workouts may leave you sick; lighter ones may make you better 


By Ira Dreyfuss 
The .Associated Pros 

WASHINGTON — Being fit 
enough to run 10 miles (16 
kdomctirss) a day. every day. 
in the rain, snow and cold 
Lxuld make you a hero to the 
running dub. but it may not 
impress a germ. One expert 
tii.nks tough workouts may 
lower vour resistance to dis- 


In cense aerobic workouts 
may increase the body’s pro- 
duction of hormones that de- 
press the immune system, 
said David C. Niemun. an 
associate professor in the De- 
partment of Health, Leisure 
and Exercise Science at 
Appalachian State Universi- 
ty. Boone, North Carolina. 

On the other band, moder- 


ate aerobic activities such as 
walking can increase the 
activity of cells that feast on 
bacteria and viruses, making 
you better able to resist dis- 
ease, Nicman said. 

While Nieman was at 
Loma Linda University in 
California, be and bis col- 
leagues looked at how many 
of the 2^300 runners who had 
completed the Los Angeles 


Marathon in 1987 came down 
with a cold or the flu. 

More than 13 per cent were 
■sick within a week, compared 
with 2 per cent of those who 
trained but didn't compete , 
Nieman said. 

And it’s not simply the 
stress of competition, the re- 
searcher said. In the two 
months before the race, 
a ppr oxi m ately 40 per cent got 




sick. Those who trained more 
than 60 miles (96 kilometres) 
a week had twice the risk of 
those who trained less than 
20 miles (32 kilometres) a 
week, he said. 

The cause could be hor- 
monal, Nieman said. Ten ex- 
perienced runners who work- 
ed out for 3 hours at their 
fastest marathon pace had 
higher levels of the hormone 


cortisto — dose to 60 per 
cent above their pretest 
levels, be said. 

Cortisol is valuable for 
people who do long, bard 
exercise, because it tights in- 
flammation. But it also de- 
presses the activity of natural 
killer cells, which destroy 
virus-infected cells, Nieman 
said. His work with the 10. 
experienced runners , while 


preliminary, indicated that 
natural kWer cell activity fell 
by more than 30 per cent for 
almost 6 boars. 

He advises serious ath- 
letes to do no more than two 
workouts a week at their 
hardest level, to give the im- 
mune system time to recover, 
and to stay away from conta- 
gious sick people. 


However, exercisers who. 
don 't work out so bard don ' t risk 
weakening their immune sys- 
tems as they attempt to improve 
their Stress, Nieman said. 

“Tie 20-30 minute type of 
thing, we don’t feel that’s 
long enough to worry about,” 
he said. “I don’t think the 
public should be at all con- 
cerned about short jogs. ” 


Smoking linked 
to stroke, aging 
of brain arteries 


Sr Pnol Raeburn 

Ir.'e Assxkbud Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — 
Cbarctte smoking speeds de- 
terioration of arteries that 
supply the brain and quadru- 
ples the risk of one kind of 
stroke, two studies show. 

A 50-year-old w ho smokes 
two pucks of cigarettes a day 
.’s-s artery damage compara- 
nd to a tight smoker W years 
older, said Dr. Robert De- 
mpsey, a neurosurgeon at the 
Inivenity of Kentucky in 
Lexington. He s poke at the 
American Heart Associa- 
tion's annual meeting on 
strokes. 

In a separate study, resear- 
chers found rbosc who 
smoked a pack a day or less 
were four times as likely as 
non-smokers to suffer from 
tbe form of stroke called sub- 
arachnoid hemorrhage, 
which occurs pitnuinly in 
people younger than t*5 and 
ah+tc cc*mmonl\ in women. It 
!u is a high death rate. 

ITuyse wht* smoknl more 
than a pack a day had up to 
11 limes the risk of subarach- 
noid hemorrhages, which 
account for 7 per cent of the 
S sf roles suffered by 
Americans each year. Dr. 
U •// / .mgstreth. the study’s 
authcr. concluded that sn tak- 
ing is responsible for about 38 
per cent of all subarachnoid 
hemorrhages 

L*mgstrcth s aid the risk is 
especially high within three 
hours of smoking a cigarette. 
But smokers continue to have 
a higher risk of this kind of 
stroke even years utter going 
up cigarettes, he said. 

"If you stop smoking mm 
you’re looking at a 10-year 
pcm\J of time until your risk 
is if is in someone who's 
never smoked. " said Long • 


sireth. a neurologist at the 
University of Washington in 
Seattle. 

His findings based on study 
of 149 stroke victims and 149 
people of similar back- 
grounds who had not had 
strokes. 

He said more than 8,000 
such strokes could be pre- 
vented each year in tbe Un- 
ited States _ if people stop 
smoking. 

In the other study. De- 
mpsey made use of a special 
ultrasound scanner to deter- 
mine the thickness of waxy 
deposits building up inside 
the carotid artery , one of the 
principal supplies of blood to 
the brain. 

These deposits can ulti- 
mately diminish or block 
blood How to parts of the 
brain, causing strokes. 

Dempsey found in an ex- 
amination of 790 patients that 
the thickness of the deposits, 
called plaques . was directly 
related to the number of 
cigarettes smoked over a life- 
time. 

" Heavy smokers have 
much more plaque in their 
carotid arteries than non- 
smokers." he said. 

Diabetes and high blood 
pressure were also linked to 
the formation of plaques, but 
smoking was a greater nsk 
factor than either of those. 
Dempsey said. 

Several studies have identi- 
fied smoking as a possible 
risk factor for strokes, but the 
link has not yet been shown 
as clearly as the link between 
smoking and heart disease, 
researchers said. 

Statistics collected by the 
Framingham Heart Study in 
Massachusetts suggest that 
smoking raises the risk of 
stroke by 40 per cent in men 
and 60 per cent in women. 


Competing heart drugs 
can all save more lives 


ATLANTA (API — Three 
C‘ 'mpe'ing clot-dissolving 
Jtugs jJI saw Iries up to 12 
hours after a heart attack and 
should be gnen to many 
sso:c patients than are now 
rece:\:T 2 g them, a study 
shows. 

The stud) of some 40.1 tXl 
patients .Win nearly I.fHXf 
hospital* in the United States 
arc around the world is the 
largest and most definitive 
study yet on tbe effectiveness 
of the drugs, said one of the 
study 's directors. Dr. Rory 
Coii'ias of Oxford University 
in England. 

The results confirm and 


amplify the findings of a 
large-scale Italian study re- 
ported earlier, and they 
should help end a high-stakes 
dispute over which clot dis- 
solve r is best. Collins said. 

"In terms of mortality, 
there is no difference he 
said. 

He discussed the findings 
at the recent annua/ meeting 
of the American College of 
Cardiology. 

The key finding, he said, is 
that giving clot-dissolving 
drugs after a heart attack 
"works, and it works in a 
much wider range of patients 
than doctors thoucht 


Asbestos fatalities triple In decade Researchers devise 
1st treatment to stop 
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By WUson Da SHva 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Deaths from 
asbestos-related cancer have 
nearly tripled in the past de- 
cade in Australia, according 
to the world's most exhaus- 
tive study of mesothelioma. 

Tbe cancer claimed 314 
Australian lives in 1990 com- 
pared with 110 in 1981 and 
researchers said similar rates 
are likely to be tirund in many 
other countries, especially in 
tbe developed world. 

A total of 1,455 Austra- 
lians have died in the past 
decade. 

"It’s common to all coun- 
tries where there was heavy 
industrial use of asbestos," 
Dr. Jim Leigh, whose 


NEW YORK (AP) — Re- 
searchers have said that a 
widely used investigational 
drug for multiple sclerosis 
(MS) worked no better than a 
placebo in a new study. 

The drug. Cyclophospha- 
mide, was tested for its ability 
to slow progression of tbe 
disease in 168 patients. A 
blood-cleansing treatment 
called Plasmapheresis also 
failed to work better than a 
*ham treatment. 

“Based on these results, we 
feel we can’t recommend 
these treatments" to patients 
with progressive multiple 
sclerosis, said Dr. John Nose- 
worthy, who directed the re- 
search at nine Canadian 
medical centres. 

But Dr. Howard L. Weiner 
of Brigham And Women's 
Hospital in Boston, whose 
work has found Cyclophos- 
phamide to be useful, said 
tbe new study did find a 


National Institute Occupa- 
tional Health and Safety con- 
ducted the study, told Reu- 
ters. 

Results of the six-year 
study will be published in die 
U.S. scientific journal Cancer 
in April. Mesothelioma 
appears mostly in die longs, 
but also occurs in the lining of 
the heart and abdomen. 

Leigh said rates for the 
disease had yet to peak and 
would continue to c laim more 
lives in the future. 

" Tbe epidemic is really re- 
lated to what happened in the 
past, "be said. "The peak will 
be reached some time in 
2010. The rate of increase in 
tbe next few years won’t be as 
high... (but) we expect a 


further 6,000 cases over the 
next 20 years. ” 

The study also shows that 
white asbestos, formerly sus- 
pected of being benign, also 
produces cancer. Previously 
blue asbestos was believed to 
be the main cause of 
mesothelioma. 

The cancer takes an aver- 
age 35 years after exposure to 
show, and nearly all sufferers 
die within a year of being 
diagnosed. 

Researchers said .the study.* 1 :; 
which examined 'every ashes-' - \ 
tos death in' Australia in the'"* 
past 10 years, was the most 
extensive of its kind in tbe 
world. 

It shows that death rates 
jumped 20 percent from 1989 
to 1990, or 263 per million 


Study questions 
usefulness of drug 
for multiple sclerosis 


temporary benefit. And he 
has found that a dosing sche- 
dule different from that used 
in tbe new study prolongs tbe 
drug’s effectiveness, he said. 

Tbe study does not “negate 
the positive effect we’ve seen 
in using tbe drug " he said. 

Tbe new study’s authors 
said tbe temporary benefit 
they found was insignificant. 

Noseworthy, now an 
associate professor of neurol- 
ogy at the Mayo Clinic , and 
co-authors presented the re- 
sults in the recent issue of the 
Lancet, a British medical 


journal. 

An estimated 250,000 
Americans have multiple 
sclerosis , a potentially crip- 
pling condition that can pro- 
duce weakness, difficulty in 
coordination, dizziness and 
loss of balance. The disease is 
generally thought to result 
from a misguided attack on 
nerve tissue by tbe body’s 
disease-fighting immune 
system. 

Tbe new study included 
patients with progressive dis- 
ease , which affects some 30 
per cent to 40 per cent of 


men a year, making tbe rate 
the second-highest after that 
for South African white men. 

This compares with 14.7 
per million men in Denmark , 
153 per million in Britain 
and 20.9 per milli on in the 
Netherlands, according to the 
most recent figures available. 

Women in most countries 
show very low rates, backing 
tbe belief that the disease is 
related to tbe workplace. 

Asbestos , . prized tor its 
Gre -xeiardanit qualities, was a 
common component in many 
building materials. A 1988 
survey of Canberra houses 
found 2,000 bas asbestos 
sprayed in liquid form into 
their roofs between 1968 and 
1978 for insulation. 


multiple sclerosis patients. 

Cyriophospbamide is one 
of several treatments under 
study that are aimed at easing 
the disease by suppressing 
tbe overall immune system. 
Its side effects can indude 
infertility, increased risk of 
cancer later in life, bladder 
damage, nausea and hair 
kxss. 

Weiner said he does not 
.consider Cyclophosphamide 
“ the answer to MS,” but only 
a temporary measure while 
researchers develop better 
drugs. 

Although some insurers 
cover its use for multiple 
sclerosis, neurologists gener- 
ally never considered it a 
proven therapy for the dis- 
ease, said Stephen Reingold, 
vice president for research 
and medical programmes of 
the National Multiple Scler- 
osis Society. 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A 
new treatment in which drugs 
are injected into tbe brain 
while a stroke occurs bas 
prevented serious disability 
in 70 per cent of patients 
tested, researchers say. 

■ The treatment is -one of 
several new techniques that 
allow researchers to' insert '* 
r\ medical instruments into the~ 
' brain to treat ailing blood ' 
vessels, said Dr. Jacques 
Theron. who conducted the 
study. 

He has treated 54 patients 
with clot-dissolving drugs to 
eliminate blockages that dep- 
rive .parts of the brain of 
blood, causing strokes, he 
said Thursday at the Amer- 
ican Heart Association's 
annual stroke meeting. 

Stroke are the third-lead- 
ing cause of death in the 
United States and the leading 
cause of disability, the Heart 
Association say's. 

Theron. a radiologist at the 
University of Caen in France . 
is moving soon to tbe Uni- 
versity of Southern California 
in Los Angeles. 

The clot-dissolving drugs 
are believed through a nar- 
row tube called a catheter, 
inserted into the groin and 
threaded through blood ves- 
sels to the brain , he said . 

His 70-per cent success rate 
opens a new field of research, 
said Dr. Linda Stemau. a 
neurosurgeon at the Uni- 
versity of Miami. 

“ Being able to introduce a 
catheter right to where the 
injury is and take care of it is 
going to revolutionise treat- 
ment of stroke," Stemau 


said. 

“We’ve been able ro get *4 
inside the brain only very 
recently within the past 
four years, said Dr. L. Nick 
Hopjcins, a neurosurgeon at 
the State University of New 
York in Buffalo. 

“ Until recently the only 
thing we could do was open 
the head in a major operative 

procedure. ”.he said. . 

The neW'tegbmquefstrcAifx 

vSfoe risk and the complica- 
, 1 tiens associated -with trying 
to treat blood vessel dis- 
orders in the brain, he said. 

Hopkins has used a cathe- 
ter to treat malformed brain 
blood vessels that can sud- 
denly burst . producing a 
stroke . , 

He injects clot-forming 
substances into the mal- 
formations to try to seal them' 
off, so blood cannot escape. 

In tests with 50 patients, 47 
have shown sfgm Scant im- 
provement, simplifying 
surgery and reducing the risk 
of surgical complications, he 
said. 

Three patients improved to 
tbe point where they no lon- 
ger required surgery, he said. 

About 500,000 Americans 
suffer from strokes each year, 
the Heart Association says, 
and 150.000 die. 

Of the 3 million Americans 
who have survived strokes, • 
31 per cent are so disabled 
they cannot care for them- 
selves without help, the 
Heart Association says. 

Hopkins has also begun 
using catheters and clot- 
forming agents to treat peo- * 
pie with anenrysms. 
weakened areas in blood ves- 
sel walls that are the leading 
cause of strokes in young 
people, he said. 


Microwave treatment may prove alternative to prostate surgery 


By Pans Kecer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — George- 
town University Hospital 
officials have said doctors will 
test a machine to shrink en- 
larged prostates. Tbe 
machine may offer an 
alternative to surgery , doc- 
tors said. 

About half of men over age 
50 suffer from enlarged pros- 
tates. 

The machine, called the 
Prostatron, uses a miniature 
mi cro w ave antenna to deliver 
op to 130 degre es F (54 de- 
gress C) of bear to tissues in 
an enlarged prostate. The 
heat causes the gland to 

sh rink . 

Jean-Lac Bouhtois. presi- 


dent of Tcchnomed Interna- 
tional Inc., the firm that de- 
veloped Prostatron, said the 
device is now being used 
routinely in five European 
countries and is undergoing 
clinical trials in six other 
countries. 

Dr. John Lynch, chief of 
urological surgery at George- 
town University . said tbe 
Prostatron will be used ex- 
perimentally on patients 
starting in about six weeks. 
Tbe U.S. Food and Drag 
Administration (FDA) has 
approved the device for cli- 
nical trials, be said. 

The physician said it could 
substantially reduce medical 
care costs for thousands of 
patients annually. 

He prostate is a walnut - 


sized gland in men that sur- 
rounds a portion of the 
Urethra , the duct that carries 
urine horn the bladder to the 
penis. This gland's normal 
function is to produce the 
fluid portion of semen. 

Most middle aged men ex- 
perience some prostate en- 
largement, for unknown 
reasons , and in about half of 
all men over 50 tbe condi- 
tions is serious enough to 
cause difficult or painful 
urination. 

Lynch said that currently 
the accepted method of treat- 
ment in tbe United States is a 
surgical procedure called 
transurethral resection. 

'This requires a general 
anesthesia and three to five 


days in the hospital,” said 
Lynch. "There are about 

400,000 of these procedures 
performed annually in this 
country and it is tbe seond 
leading procedure paid by" 
National Hclatb Insurance. 

He said the cost of prostate 
surgery is 58,000 to 512,000. 

The Prostatron may be 
able to get the same results in 
many patients for about a 
third of the cost, he said. The 
Prostatron procedure is per- 
formed on an outpatient few'g 
and no general anesthesia is 
required, said Lynch. 

The Prostatron procedure " 
involves threading and in- 
strumented catheter up the 
urethra until a tiny micro- 
wave antenna is positioned at 
the centre of the prostate. 


When the mi crowave is acti- 
vated, it causes some of the 
prostate cells to be killed by 
beat A cooling system in the 
catheter prevents cells in the 
urethra from being damaged. 

Dr. Simon Carter, a British 
physician who has used tbe 
Prostatron experimentally on 
100 patients in London, said 
that the procedure seems to 
be "easily tolerated 

Many of iris patients, he 
said, are able to drive home 
following the hour-long proc- 
edure. 

About 80 per cent of Ms 
patients , said Carter, have 
shown “ marked improve- 
ment" in urinary function. 

The only saidc effect found 
so far, he said is that in some 
patients the beat-treated 


prostate wifi swell and ca rree 
urination problems to in- 
crease fora few horns. Some 
patients, said Carter, aze un- 
able to pass mine altogether 
and a catheter to drain the ^ 
bladder is inserted for a day. 

Carter said that the dhfi cal 
trials have not yet deter- 
mined if ose of dm Prostatron 
win affect male fertility by 
causing ebanges in the semi- 
nal fluid produced by the 
prostate. 

Lynch-said that under an 
FDA programme, four other 
university hospitals in the 
U.S. win also test the Prostat- 
ton. He said be would not ■ 
name tbe other universities 
because they have not yet 
made their own announce- 
ments. 
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Basra 

(Conflaned fna page 1) 

analysts, relying mainly on aerial 
surveillance, said Wednesday: 
“We don't see active resistance. 
The civil unrest is noticeably less 
— fewer weapons being fired, 
fewer vehicles needed for crowd 

ocratroL" 

The sources said earlier that 
tank forces of the loyalist guards- 
men and rebellions army unit 
arrayed against each other in 
Basra amounted to the equivalent 
of two brigades — about 4,000 to 
5,000 soldiers backed by tanks. 

The sources, who requested 
anonymity, said the rebellion had 
‘ flared anew in die Shiite Muslim 
city of Karbala Wednesday. Iraqi 
opposition spokesmen claime d 
Tuesday that Saddam’s oppo- 
nents had seized Karbala and 
Najaf, another holy Stri’he shrine 
city about 100 kilometres south of 
Baghdad. 

In Karbala, “there are fires in 
buildings and other indications of 
dvil unrest. A Republican Guard 

unit is moving toward Karbala 
and we assume if s going there to 
deal with that situation,*' said one 
of the US. sources. 

Radio Baghdad, monitored in 
Nicosia, (fid not say why interior 
minister Mohammad Abdul 
Wahhab was sacked Tuesday, but 
the action coincided with the 
spreading insurrection. 

Abdul Wahhab was in charge 
of Saddam’s repressive internal 
security and domestic intelligence 

a p pa p tny 

He was replaced by AH Hassan 
. A1 Majid, Saddam's cousin, who 
served as governor of Kuwait 
after it was annexed by Iraq. 

In denying r e p o rts of his death, 
Udai Hussein attacked Western 
news media that published re- 
ports that he had been killed in 
Basra. Udai called than ‘’nothing 
but stray dogs barking.** 

Iran said Wednesday it is not 
aiding Iraqi Shi’rte Muslims who 
say they’re fighting to carve out 
an Islamic republic in the south of 
their country. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Veiayati said after meeting Soviet 
envoy Alexander Belogonov in 
Tehran that Iran “completely re- 
jects'* reports that it is involved in 
“the upheaval in Iraq.” 

Iran’s state-run television net- 
work, monitored m Nicosia, 
quoted him as saying: “The Isla- 
mic Republic will not in t erfere in 
the internal affair s of Iraq or any 
other country.” 

The Tehran Times daily, winch 
usually reflects die thinking of 
• Resident Hashemi Rafsanjaiti, 
said in an editorial Wednesday: 
“The desmtegration of Iitiq can- 
not be accepted under any cir- 
cumstances.” 

The English-language news- 
paper noted that the turmoil in 
ShfitB-dommated southern Iraq, 
along with a Kurdish rebellion in 
the north, “may suggest an immi- 
nent civil war wiuefa can only be a 
disaster for the Iraqi people.” 
The Iranians are allowing Ho- 
jatoleslam Mohammad Bata A1 
Hakim, leader of an Iran-based 
Iraqi Shi' he movement opposed 
to Saddam, to broadcast state- 
ments from Tehran pro claiming 
the ShTites are battling to estab- 
lish an Islamic state in southern 1 
Iraq. 

But analysts believe that gov- 
ernment support for Hakim has 
waned as Iran seeks to shed its 
pariah image and that they letting 
him broadcast primarily to mol- 
lify Iranian radicals who still back 
him. 

Soviet foreign ministry spokes- 
man Vitaly Churkin said there 
was no direct Hnk between Be- 
lonogov’s visit to Iran and the 
internal situation in Iraq. 

He said Belonogov was ex- 
pected to meet Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati and 
other officials, in the context of' 
broad consultations with many 
interested countries” on the Gulf 
situation. 

The Kurdish Socialist Party 
said tbe Iraqi President's appoint- 
ment of his cousin Ali Hassan AJ 
Majid as interior minister proved 
his determination to quell the 
Kurdish rebellion. 

Adnan Mufti, Paris-based 
spokesman for tbe party, one of 
six political groups fighting for 
autonomy for Iraqi Kurds, said: 
“He will try to destroy the peo- 
ple. He is known by everyone in 
Kur distan and Iraq as a terrorist 

and very dangerous.” 

School to remain dosed 

Meanwhile, Iraq's schools and 
nnrversitjes, dosed when tbe GuK 
■ war started on Jan. 17, will re- 
main dosed indefinitely, the 
education ministry said in a state- 
ment broadcast on Radio, Bagh- 
dad on Wednesday. 

Last Saturday, the ministry 
said they would be reopened on 
March 9. But the statement on 
Wednesday said fee postpone- 
ment was needed to “organise 
transoprt and other necess i ties.” 

Kuwait 

(C ontinued from page 1) 

and other foreigners would be 
expelled for collaborating wife 
the Iraqis during fee seven-month 
occupation. 

Foreigners, inducting Palesti- 


nians, make up an K ii ir ^ n^ 60 
per cent of the nation’s 1.7 mil- 
lion population; 

“I want to pot an end to the 
rumours in Kuwait and outride 
Kuwait that tbe security author- 
ities ” win “try to arrest the 
Palestinians, try to punish fee 
Palestinians,” said fee prince. 

“We never thought to do so,” 

’ he said. “I think that most of the 
Palestinians (fid help fee Kuwaitis 
during the Iraqi occupation, and 
we never thought to Start a poBcy 

of trying to deport the Palesti- 
nians or arresting the Palesti- 
nians.” 

Tbe prince also tried to smooth 
over fee question of elections, a 

major issue before tbe Iraqi inva- 
sion on Aug. 2. - 
The country’s ruler, Emir Ja- 
. ber A1 Sabah, dissolved fee par- 
liament in 1986 on grounds of 

national security problems caused 
by the Iraxt-Lraq war and local 

unrest 

Elections were scheduled for 
last year, but never happened 
because of p romis ed boycotts by 
Kuwaiti political opposition 
forces, followed by Iraq’s inva- 
sion. 

But tbe prince on Wednesday 
promised elections win be held, 
and urged residents not to “be- 
lieve rumours that the govern- 
ment is changing its mind. This is 
not true. We have promised the 
Kuwait people, and we keep our 
promises.'' 

Asked when the emir wiD re- 
turn, the crown prince said 
Kuwait’s ruler w3I return “veiy soon” 
from Taif, Saudi Arabia, where 
he fled after tbe invasion. The 
prince himself came back Mon- 
day. 

Abdul Rahman A1 A wadi, . 
Kuwait’s minister for cabinet 
affairs, told reporters the emir 
will return “hopefully within ten 
days, plus or minus.” 

The prince, whose palace was 
burned down during the invasion, 
bdd fee news conference and 
meeting with Mr. John Major in 
the fame of a wealthy Kuwaiti 16 
kilometres from the .centre of 
town. 

Before beginning tbe private 
meeting, the British prime minis- 
ter told repmtets a wide range of 
matters would be discussed, in- 
chafing the problems of rebuild- 
ing Kuwait city. 

At the U.N. headquarters in 
New York, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s chief repre- 
sentative said Tuesday he had 
complained to the president of 
the Security Council about the 
treatment .of Pales tinians in 
..Kuwait.... , ' 

“it is a completely unlawful 
action, a general situation of fear 
wife tbe detention of hundreds of 
Palestinians, injuries and, in spe- 
cial cases, deaths,” Dr. Nasser AI 
Krdwa told r epor t ers . 

Amnesty International 
appealed on Tuesday for protec- 
tion of Palestinians and others, 
saying it had reports of semes of 
arrests of Palestinians, Sudanese 
and Egyptians suspected of hav- 
ing cooperated wife Iraq. 

Kidwa said he did not ask the 
counal to take action but said 
consultations and discussions 
with the Kuwaiti ambassador 
were in order. 

“If s now up to tire president,” 
he said referring to Austria’s 
ambassador, Peter Hobenfeflner, 
who beads fee 15-nation body 
this month. 

Kidwa said Kuwaitis and fore- 
ign troops in Kuwait bad tbe 
obligation of guaranteeing the 
rale of law and p reven t in g sum- • 
mary justice in fee streets. 

He said any Palestinian who 
harmed civilians, especially 
Kuwaiti dvQians, was in the 
wrong and had to be condemned. 

“However, I cannot condemn 
anybody because of his or her 
political position, even if tins i 
position was sup porti ng Iraq or | 
the Iraqi presence in Kuwait,” he 


He said some Knwiatis were 
trying to portray everyone who 
did not oppose Iraq as an “ugfy 
collaborator which is not tree.” 
Iraq’s U.N. envoy stud on 
Tuesday that Baghdad was com- 
mitted to releasing all foreigners 
held in Iraq, inchufing Kuwaitis. 

But ambassador Abdul Amir 
AI Anbari said be had no in- 
formation on tbe number of 
Kuwaitis held and could not 
verify Knwaifs assertion that 
53,000 people bad been abducted 
by Iraqs. 

Anbari, in answer to questions 
by r eporters , said it was diffic u lt to 
differentiate ‘between those wbo 
came in on their own or those 
who lived in Iraq before the crisis 
or those taken by Iraqi army or 
some other authorities.” 

But he raid Iraq would “expe- 
dite to remove all the obstacles as 
soon as possible.” - 
“I don’t think there will be a 
problem in terms of repatriating 
or releasing anyone who is pre- 
pared to leave fee country,” he 


Asked about fee 25 journalists 
missing in southern Iraq, Anbari 
said-he had no first-hand know- 
ledge of the situation but he was. 
confident they would be found. 

“Now, with military authorities 
in control in Basra, I hope it is 
possible for us to verify (in a few 
days) and ensure the safety of 
every foreigner,” he' said. 


Iraq on Wednesday promised 
to return “as soon as possible” to 
Kuwait bflBons of dollars worth 
of gold, currency, museum anti- 
quities and civilian aircraft that it 
confiscated. 

A tetter from Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq Aziz said “fee 
competent Iraqi authorities are 
.prepared to hand over this prop- 
erty as soon as possible,'' and 
asked fee U.N. Security Counal 
and secretary-general for gui- 
dance on the transfer. 

The Iraqi tetter did not specify 
fee value of any of fee categories 
it cited. 

Id addition, Iraqi troops car- 
ried off many other types of 
valuables not mentioned in Aziz’s 
letter. 

Kuwaiti citizens say feat fee 
emirate was st ripp ed of almost 
everything of vahie that was port- 
able, down to fee traffic control 
fights on the streets. 

Kuwait’s U.N. ambassador, 
Mohammad Abul Hasan, said 
Tuesday that an international tri- 
bunal to assess war reparations 
should be set up, and said his 
government’s claims against Iraq 
would start at S12 biffion to 15 
trillion. 

U.S. allies 

(Continued from page 1) 

Britain welcomed the news. 

“We welcome the efforts by 
the states in the Golf Coopera- 
tion Council, Syria and Egypt to 
enhance the security in tbe re- 
gion,” fee Foreign Office said. 

“We have consistenly made 
dear that it is for the states of fee 
region themselves to take tbe 
lead on this issue.” 

Visiting troops in Kuwait, Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major 
reiterated Wednesday that he did 
not want to keep British forces in' 
the Gulf indefinitely. 

France also backed the propos- 
als for an Arab peacekeeping 
force in the Golf shortly after 
they were made public in Damas- 
cus. 

Government spokesman Louis 
fe Pensec quoted Foreign Minis- 
ter Roland Dumas in a cabinet 
meeting as “indicating France 
supported the principle of an 
Arab buffer force as proposed by 
the eight countries concerned.” 


Egyptian hopes 


Meanwhile, Egypt, which sup- 
plied Iraq with milli ons of dollars 
worth of weapons before the Gulf 
.war, hopes its Gulf Arab allies 
will now become Cairo’s main 
arms customers, officials and ex- 
perts said Wednesday. 

“There is an interest in 
Egyptian-made ground-borne 
equipment which can easily fit in 
Gulf Arab armies,” a Europe- 
based arms expert said. 

“The post-war atmosphere 
makes it probable they will buy 
our weapons which proved their 
efficiency on the battle field. Our 
weapons are designed to suit the 
weather and nature of fee re- 
gion,” a senior Egyptian official 
said. 

Egypt, the only Arab state with 
an advanced arms industry, sold 
Iraq weapons including short- 
range missOes, ammunition and 
spare parts during its 1980-88 war 
wife Iran. 

Among a variety of weapons 
Egypt, Washington’s strongest 
Arab ally, can offer is fee ultra- 
high-teeb U.S.-designed M1A1 
Abram tank which proved its 
worth in tbe Gulf war. It is due to 
roll off Egyptian assembly lines in 
mid- 1992. 


Art ‘hanged’ on the wall 


By SaHemeh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Wife all eyes fo- 
cused on the Gulf war, it was no 
surprise feat tbe works of 45 
artists, on show for the past four 
weeks at the Abdul Hamid Sbo- 
man Foundation, have gone 
almost unnoticed. Mona Deeb, 
the gallery’s manager, says the 
few visitors were mainly artists 
who came to chat with their 

coOeag u es and see their works. 

Although proceeds from the 
exhibition are dedicated for Arab 
civilian victims of fee Gulf war, 
art, it seems, has itself become 
one of the victims of the war. 

Very few paintings were sold. 

A painting by an artist such as 
Fakhrelnissa Zaid, on sale for 
only JD 400, remained unsold on 
Wednesday. The artist is one of 
the few internation ally-renowned 

Arab artists. According to Mona 
Deeb. people showed no interest! 
Some bought a painting to help 
tbe victims of the war rather than 
because of their love for ait. 

One of the most noted works 
on show was that by Aziz 
Ammoun, an impressionist oil 
colour of Baghdad's art academy 
garden, dated 1969. The artist, 
who teaches art at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity,' studied at the Baghdad 
academy, and the well-known 
Iraqi artist Fa’eq Hassan, put fee 
final touches to the painting by 
Ammonra. It was sold for JD 
1,000, understandably the highest 
price at the exhibition, perhaps 
demonstrating an emotional and 
political interest as much as an 
artistic appreciation for the well- 
established artist. 

“With the proceeds we got so 
far, we may not be able to help 
more than two or three families,” 
Mona said. “It is much worse 
than we expected.” 

The exhibition embraces works 
by well-known and esmbfished 
Jordanian artists such as Yasser 
Dwaik. Ahmad N a ‘wash, Anaznar 
Khauunash, Ali Jabri, Princess 
Wijdan All, Samer Tabba’, 
Adrian Yahya and Mahmoud 
Taha. Iraqi artist Himat Moham- 
mad Ali displayed two paintings. 

AH of the paintings on exhibit 
were done before tbe Gulf war 
started except for one by Sarnia 
Zara, a mixed media with a visi- 
ble “Allahu Akbar” inscription. 

Like most works of ait, good or 
bad, fee paintings at fee Shoman 
Foundation will survive the Gulf 
crisis and wfll probably survive 
many peoples and nations, wars, 
and invasions. It was reported 
that fee Iraqis took fee contents 
of tbe Kuwait museum wife them 
to Baghdad when they arnipy^-H 
the emirate. Now they are being 
returned. Throughout fee first 
and second world wars, paintings 
and other works of art have 
travelled extensively, in war and 
in peace, from nation to nation. 
The world changed a great deal 
since tbe first artists produced 
what continues to be enjoyed 
until this very day. 

But tiie Uriel-noticed exhibition 
now at the Shoman Foundation, 
was an attempt to show sympathy 
for those who suffered as a result 
of the war against Iraq, not only 
fee state but also fee symbol of 
Arab culture and tbe cradle of 
civilisation which transcends gov- 
ernments and ware. 

The exhibition, which opens 
daily between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
and between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
on Thursdays, wfll end on March 
14. But the paintings themselves' 
will most certainly survive many 
more days wherever they may be. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

WTEL 604676 604696 ^ 
VSK. P.O.BOX 7806 



" Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoon Real 


reL 810605, 810609, 
—Fax : 810520. 





The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstOrde, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 



:r/ujy amt 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
pjn. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 638968 


A 

Cl 

Cl 


elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 

* |QQp|QQ 

Saudi Real Estate, 

687821/22 


/ CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefbr 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO p frets 

* 30 % Emrpmr 


* Free ouiargo- 

mmat 20 x 30 cm 


Shmesani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


man’s 

re gift shopVk 

shoes, \ 

goods, 

es, lighters, 

is,pens, 

are, 

in, 

ware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. $69 457 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Deity 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


T/ie Regency Potoce Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


Amman- Tel. 668193 
P-0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJQ 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Sahatini, Graf advance in Florida I Edberg, McEnore score 

Jr la* m ^ 


BOCA R ATON. Florida ( AP) — 
Gahrtcia Sahatini .va\s the hesi 
“me t:i t.uv her is early in a 
U'urnaniL-R; . 

Knka Delnne might disagree. 
She met the second -seeded Saba- 
iim in Tuesday's second round of 
the Virginia Slims of Florida and 
tost b-2. fr-r. 

"Right no* 1 ha\e to worry 
more about first matches than the 
others.” Sabatim .said, "because 
t'ten I start to get confidence, and 
I plus Setter." 

In her tirst match since early 
Fcbruan — she had an opening' 
lound hie — Sahatini showed no 
■itgns i'f rust She served well and 
pat her grounds! rotes consistent- 
tv in the comers. 

"I had control of the match all 
the time." she sa:d. 

Top seed Slctfi Graf won by a 
a-a'tover when her scheduled oppo- 
nent. Cecilia D.ihlman of 
Sweden, had to default because 
o! sIIncsN Reports from tourna- 
ment officials that she suffered 


from food poisoning were later 
retracted. 

Graf is seeking her first title 
this year. 

Claudia Porwik of Germany 
pulled off the day's biggest sur- 
prise by winning the final eight 
points to beat fifth-seeded Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain 6-1. 3-6. 
7-5. 

"I wasn't playing very well at 
all.” Martinez, said. "She was 
coming all the time to the net. 
and it was very difficult to pass 
her.” 

No. 7 Natalia Zvereva of the 
Soviet Union beat Catherine 
Suire of France 7-4. (7-4), 6-4. 
No. 9 Helen Kelcsi of Canada 
heat Cathv Caverzasio of Italy 
6-1. 3-6. 6-:. 

The fourth-ranked Sahatini is 
off to a fast start this year. She 
has a 1^-1 record and beat Marti- 
na Navratilova to win the Pan 
Pacific Open in Tokyo last 
month. 

"I don't feel much pressure 


right now.” the Argentine said. 
"I've won this tournament, and I 
think I'm ready to win it again/* 

Sahatini beat Jennifer Capriati 
in last year's finals and beat Graf 
for the' 19SS title. 

Delone. an 18-year-old 
amateur who plans to enroll at 
Harvard in September, gave 
Sahatini some problems early in 
their first-ever meeting. Then 
Sabatmi won eight consecutive 

games. 

“She surprised me a little bit," 
Sabatmi said. "If I left the ball 

short, she started coming to the 
net and bitting the ball hard. I 
knew I had hit the ball deep.” 

Sabatuii has won her two meet- 
ings with Graf, including a third- 
round match at Tokyo decided by 
a final-set tiebreaker. They could 
square off again in Sunday's fin- 
als. 

'Tin going to keep playing her 
the same way.” Sabatini said. 
"She's probably going to try 
something different.” 


Dutch, Czech take 1st gold 
in Winter University Games 


SAPPORO. Japan (AP) — 
Dutch speed skater Carla Zijbtru 
-r.d Czechoslovak giant slalom 
skier Peter Jurko gave their coun- 
tries their first gold medals 
Wednesday :n the Winter Uni- 
•.ersitv Games. 

Japan and the Soviet Union 
each added one more gold to 
the-.r collections. 

With gold medals to he decided 
Wednesday evening, in women's 
singles figure skating and ice 
dancing. Japan led in the medal 
standing with nine golds on the 
fourth day of competition. The 
Soviets stood with four golds. 

Ziilstn won the women's 
.-.OUT- metre speed skating race in 
4 minutes. 40 K5 seconds, edging 
Romanian Miluiela Dascalu by 
• l » J 5 seconds. Japan's Mie 
. ?!*.ora v as ihrc in 1 

Jur-o put together runs of 
1.01.8- and !:M.W» for a winning 
rota! cl 2: 12. 12 in the men's giant 
slalom, on a 1.210-mefrc (1. 092- 


foul) course with 15 gates. 

American Toni Standteiner 
placed second in 2:13.11. fol- 
lowed bv Japan's Keiji Oshigiri in 
2:13.60/ 

Led by Naoto Itoh. a four-man 
Japanese team won the gold med- 
al in the men's normal hill team 
ski jumping with a total of 511.7 
points. The Soviet team, led by 
Pavel Rostov, won the silver 
medal with 199.7. followed by 


Austria, led bv Franz Wiegele, 
with 171.7. 

The Soviet Union stopped 
Japan's winning streak in cross- 
country ski races, finishing first in 
the women's 3 x 5-kilometres 
relay in 41 minutes, 39.3 seconds. 

Japan, which had won all four 
cross-country races through Tues- 
day. had to settle for the silver 
medal in 42:21.0. Poland took the 
bronze medal in 42.22.1. 


Egypt qualifies for Junior 
World Cup soccer finals 


ISMAILIA (R> — Egypt beat 
Ghana 1-0 Tuesday to qualify for 
the Junior World Cup Soccer 
finals in June and reach the final 
of the African Championship. 

Ghana, piaying against a home 
side cheered by thousands of 
fans, played solidly in the first 
half but could not score. 

Mustafa Sadeq scored Egypt's 


winner from a penalty 15 minutes 
into die second half. 

Ivory Coast beat Zambia in a 
penalty- shootout in the other 
semifinal Monday and secured 
Africa's other place in the World 
Cup finals to be held in Portugal. 

Egypt and Ivory Coast meet 
Friday to decide which side will 
become Africa's champions. 


Ruddock predicts knock out for Tyson 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Cana- 
dian Donovan " Razor" Ruddock 
predicts he'il knock out Mike 
Tyson in their March 18 
heavyweight bout, but he didn't 
F? so far a naming the round. 

"I have a sot of confidence in 
mv boxing ability and also my 
power," Ruddock said Tuesday 
during a press conference with 
Tyson. "I don't know what I'll 
•Jo. bm 1*1! do what 1 have to do.*’ 

Tin* two ate scheduled for a 
12-round fight .it the Mirage m 

1-3T- Veg.LV. 

Ruddock accused Tyson of 
ducking out of a fight against him 
::: November IW. when the 
then -champion had signed to 
f:gh! Ku Jdock at Edmnnrnn. The 
N'-u: wav cancelled when Tyson's 
..amp vuj hi- was suffering from a 


"I felt Mike was ducking me." 
Ruddock said. "I believe it. We 
gave him the opportunity to post- 
pone, not cancel." 

Tyson lost his title to Buster 
Douglas on Feb. II. 1990. his 
only loss in 40 fights, including 35 
knockouts. 

"I'm glad to be in proper shape 
now." he said. "I hope you all get 
to see the fight because you won't 
forget me for a long time. “I'll do 
well. I'm ready for anybody, any- 
time now." 

Tyson. 24. is recognised as the 
no. 1 contender by the World 
Boxing Association. World Box- 
ing Council and International 
Boxing Federation. 

Ruddock is 25-1-1 with 18 
knockouts. With his only loss 
coming in 1985, the 27-year-old is 


rated no. 2 by the three boxing 
organisations. 

Ruddock, at 6-foot-3. expects 
to weigh about 230 for the bout. 
The Moot- 11 manager. Don 

King, used the occasion to lam- 
bast champion Evander Holyfield 
for fighting George Foreman in 
what the promoter called "a flim- 
sy disguise to avoid Tyson." 

“He'll find his fists full of 
270-pound jolly brown giant.” 
King said. "Foreman is the real 
draw in that fight. Holyfield 
couldn't draw flies in a dump.” 

King also announced that he, 
Tyson and super lightweight 
champ Julio Cesar Chavez of 
Mexico, who also appears on the 
card, will donate $250,000 from 
tlieir fights to the USO and the 
American Red Crew. 


Meanwhile, for 314 years, Graf 
was the best. Sometimes she was 
even better than that. 

“At one stage, I was invinci- 
ble.” she said. ‘T was not even 
close to being beaten.” 

But her reign is nearly over. 
Grafs record 186-week stay as 
the no. 1-ranked player in 
women's tennis will end Monday. 

‘Tm sure I’m not happy about 
it," she said, “But I have no 
problems dealing with it." 

The German will fall to no. 2 
even if she wins the Virginia 
Slims of Florida tournament. 
Yugoslavia's Monica Seles, who 
is skipping the event, will take 
over the top spot because her 
second-round loss in last year's 
tournament at Boca Raton will 
no longer count in the computer 
rankings. 

Top-ranked since Aug. 17. 
1987, Graf is trying to come out 
of a slump that began after she 
broke her right thumb in a siding 
accident 13 months ago. 

Italy 

praised for 
move to use 
professional 
referees 

LONDON (R) — FIFA have 
applauded the Italian Soccer 
League for taking the lead in 
deciding to employ professional 
referees, and say they expect 
other countries to follow. 

Sepp Blatter, the International 
Football Federation (FIFA) 
general secretary, who criticised 
refereeing standards at last year’s 
World Cup. said: “Italy is acting 
as a guiding light for others by 
instituting professional referees. 

“Success can, however, only be 
achieved if the referees them- 
selves take that mental stride 
towards professionalism/ 1 he said 
in the FIFA newsletter issued this 
week. 

The Italian soccer authorities 
decided last month to employ 40 
professional referees for first and 
second division matches in the 
1993-4 season. 

They will earn between 60 mil- 
lion lire ($52,000) and 100 million 
($87,000) a year, train five times 
a week, bat still be allowed to do 
other jobs. 

Italy's Football Association 
President Antonio Macanese said 
referees were amateurs, but the 
game made increasing demands 
on them, especially top interna- 
tional referees. 

“We can't continue to make 
them (referees) live in a hybrid 
situation," he said. 

FIFA’s Referees' Committee 
predicted this week that countries 
with large professional leagues 
were likely to follow the Italian 
example. 

Following mounting criticism 
of referees, who Blatter said had 
not able to keep up as soccer 
evolved both athletically and tac- 
tically, FIFA have begun looking 
at ways of improving standards. 
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INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Top-seeded Stefan 
Edberg breezed past Argentina's 
Martin Jaite 6-3, 6-2 Tuesday in 
the second round of the News- 
week Champions Cup. 

Edberg, the tournament’s de- 
fending champion, saved all three 
break points Jaite had against 
him and never lost his serve. 

“It ended up to be good for 
me,” Edberg said. “Everything 
worked. I served good. I hit 
well.” 

Edberg defeated Andre Agas- 
si, seeded no. 2 this year, to win 
last year’s tournament. 

In a first-round match McEn- 
roe, the 12th seed, struggled to 
beat Australia's Wally Masur 
7-6 (7-5), 2-6, 7-5 in a 2VShour 
contest. 

The 32-year-old McEnroe, who 
Sunday beat his younger brother 
Patrick to win the Volvo Indoor 
in Chicago, had to cope with 
gusty winds outdoors. 

“It was a tough transition to 
come from indoors to these high 
winds/’ he said. “It was a heck of 
a match anyway.” 

Leading 5-1 in the first set, 
Masur was at double set point 
when McEnroe battled back to 
win the game with two consecu- 
tive forehand volleys and a back- 
hand passing shot. 

In the tiebreaker, McEnroe 
relied on three aces, to take the 
set , 

Masur came back in the 
second, winning the last four 
games. And after McEnroe took 
a 4-2 lead in the third set, Masur 
came back to take the next two 
games. 

Tied at 5-5 Masur lost his 
serve in the 11th game at love. 
McEnroe then served out the 
match. 

Masur, who has beaten McEn- 
roe once in six meetings, was 
proud of his effort. 

“I played as well as I’ve played 


all year.” he said. “I was sur- 
prised to see him come from an 
indoor tournament mid do as well 
as he (fid.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Open cham- 
pion Pete Sampras withdrew 
from the Si-million tournament 
Tuesday because of a muscle 
injury to his right calf. 

“Obviously, I’m very dis- 
appointed to be forced to miss a 
tournament of this calibre which 
is held in my own backyard,” said 
Sampras, who is from the Los 
Angeles suburb of Rancho Palos 
Verdes. “Right now, it’s a day-to- 
day thing. I hope I can return to 
competitive play as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

Sampras, who ws seeded 
fourth, will be replaced in the 
main draw by “lucky loser” Fran- 
cisco Cl a vet of Spcin. 

In two other matches involving 
seeded players, no. 16 Jim 
Courier defeated Byron Black of 
Zimbabwe 6-1, 7-6 (7-1) in a 
second-round match and Steve 
Bryan dropped 15th -seeded Juan 
Aguilera of Spam 6-3, 6-1 in the 
first round. 

This is the third tournament 
the 19-year-oid Sampras has with- 
drawn from due to in jury this 
year. 

‘Tm very concerned/' he said, 
“especially at the age I am. Nine- 
teen is pretty young. It doesn't 
look very positive with my being 
injured as much as I am at 19. 

“Just think about what it will 
be like when Tm 21 or 25 /’ he 
said. 

Sampras said he expects to be 
out for two weeks and hopes to 
return in time for the Internation- 
al Players Championship begin- 
ning on March 15 in Key Bis- 
cayne, Florida. 

In January. Sampras pulled out 
of the Australian Open because 
of shin splints. He quit his third- 
round match at the Volvo- 
Memphis Tournament . 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 8, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroli Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
There are a number of very in- 
teresting situations that apply to 
you personally so don’t look to 
others for the answets you need 
but rather find the yourself. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
There are some pretty quiet 
arrangements being made that 
apply to you and you would be 
wise to state you ideas to others so - 
they can be what you really desire. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
very active friend who has had a 
great deal of experience shows you 
what to do to get what you want 
with less obvious effort on your 
pan. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for the silver lining 
in that meeting you have with an 
official of importance and get him 
to go along with a well thought put 
plan. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you would like to do now 
requires that you do look at some 
new formula that has been brought 
to light and that can be applied to 
your own wishes. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are activiated to think 
■new about some course that does 
require you to be more exact and 
particular than you have been for 
sometime. 

LA-BRA: (Sept. 23 to October 22) 
Wherever you can meet with part- 
ner* is excellent for iu a conference 
with them now you can come to a 
new understanding of bow to get 
ahead. 

SCORFIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


ber 2!) It is certainly evident that 
your mge for a new attitude to- 
wards life and your work can bring 
you much desirable s up p o rt from 
those you know. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Let whomever you 
like be aware of your devotion by 
taking them M Mnnr«i...n«w 

they Eke or giving them some 
present that appeals. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Make a point to seek 
from those about you some way 
that you can please members of 
your household for you doubtless 
have run of ideas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Make a point to use that 
fine mind that is yours now and 
that is touched off to your benefit 
by the planetary positions to in- 
crease your happiness. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever brings you more 
income or revenue now is excellent 
so look into new means of making 
money and then consult with usual 
companions and partners. 

Today’s ctAti If your child were 
born today she or be eo joys a quick 
and alert mind that is alive to even 
the most complicated possibilities. 
They will see the most logical way 
to achieve 'He goals they desire 
most and have prophetic insight 
wli er c the future is concerned. Be 
sure this child learns to complete 
projects that they start. 

“72>c stars impel, they do not 
compel. " What yoo make of your 
fife is largely op to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
• TANNAH HIRSCH 
C raw T-tbuna MaO* StmoN. «ne. 


TOMMY FINDS A MIRACLE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 10 S C 

? Q J 5 
:• Q 9 6 
* Q J7 4 
EST EAST 


WEST 

*KO ♦ J975432 

7 AlMf 7 Void 

•: 10 8 4 0 J 7 5 2 

+ 9 *53 4 10 4 

SOUTH 
4 A 

9 K 9 7 4 3 2 
> A K 3 
4 A K 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

I v Pis 2 7 Pas 

3 4 Pas 4 7 pass 

6 7 Pass Pas Pas 

Opening lead: King of 4 

For Trump Coup Tommy, fife 
had, of late, been beautiful. That 
meant that on two hands out of 
three, trumps were breaking badly 
and Tommy was in his dement. As 
our readers wdl know. Tommy is a 
rather ordinary card player until be 
encounters a bad trump break. Then 
he is transformed into a maestro of 
technique. 

For once. Tommy had bid the 
band rather wdL The poor quality 
of the long suit made a forcing two- 
bid unattractive, but when North’ 
raised hearts, Tommy immediately 


thought of slam. In the old days. 
Tommy would simply have bounced , 
into six hearts, but is the modern : 
world of sdcsce he made a try of 
three elute. North’s jump to game ; 
suggested there was uofikriy to be 
any duplication in spades, so now ! 
Tommy came to life. 

West led the king of spades to 
Tommy’s ace, and what had seemed 
like a boring hand changed suddenly 
when East showed out on the lead of 
a heart to the jack. It seemed like 
West had two sure trump tricks, but 
after studying the situation for a 
while. Tommy worked out a way to 
get home as long as West held at 
least three cards in each minor suit. 

Tommy returned to hand with a 
spade ruff, then ashed three rounds 
of dubs, ending in dummy. When 
East showed out tm the last of these, 
it became perfectly safe to ruff a 
dub low. Nett came the ace and 
king of diamonds and a diamond to 
the queen. When West followed, the 
dam became a sure thing . 

For the grand finale. Tommy led 
a spade from the board and ruffed 
with the king of trumps! If Wes: 
underruffed, a trump toward the 
queen would hold the defenders to 
one cramp trick. Bm when West 
overruffed with the ace, be was 
forced to lead away from his ten of 
trumps into dedarer'seombmc d Q 9 
:enace. Tommy had triumphed 
again. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 7, 1991 

By Thomas $■ Pierson, Astrologer. Canon Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
will be dealing with fioaocul cur- 
camgtanws that are vital to your 
cconooiic security through another 
peiaen who » very aware of how to 
get a nuwdaoe soeeen from small 

bcgjiuungg. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Same Mniiiu n with an a woriiTr who 
does some service far you could be 
ann o yin g ao try not to do anything 

that could opcet dm coacfition. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An 
argument between an anmlrtumt 
and a frjeud * real tj no concern of 
joss ao make rare you do not 
become involved or there could be 
trouble. 

GEMINb (May 21 to June 21) 
Your credit can come under attack 
if you are unwise or start any sort 
of argum ent or lake cfaincea with 
your public image at this time. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a number of 
dew persons who are trying to 
sell yon a b!D of goods tint n 
anything hot honest so study it 

CTT Pftl|l y- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21} This is 
the moment when you are able to 
know the right ans wer to your 
p robl em s became you now have 
such prophetic insight and others 
are wilting to back you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the time to get in 
conference with partners, wh et he r 
new one or those of long standing, 
to fbrmolaie plans for the future. 

LLKRA: (Sept 23 to October 22) 
Take some time out to beautify 
your s ur roundings so that you have 
a greater feeling of wefibemg. 


peace and harmony in your fife. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you most desire 
from that individual who means 
the most to you is posable if you 
do make sure that you are the one 
who does arouse him/her. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can now rdax 
and have a happier tune at home 
Th m for g^ rrre time past and are 
even able to entertain there with 
some good friends. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
January 20) Make rare that yon do 
bold steady to the many imporve- 
ments you have bees making in 
your everyday affairs and get allies 
to go along with you. 
AQUARIUS.- (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now are able to gain 
the good will of bankets, and 
businessmen who you need in 
order to get ahead faster in making 
the money you need. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Yon have a special charm and 
m agn etism today that can aid you 
to gain your heart’s desire and by 
u?mnor others know your aims you 
want done. 

Today’s ddd: If your cfafid were 
bom today she or be manifcaa an 
evident interest in a very solid and 
secure, st a ble course efinun- 
ates the fear of lack of want. Once 
tins child has set their mind on 
anything there is do letting up until 
their goals are won or the project 
achieved. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel" What yoo make of your 
fife is largely op to you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I’m bilingual! That means I can 
eat linguine with both hands!” 


i THAT SCHAMBLB? WOHO GAJU£ 

3 by Henri Arnold and Boo use 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
me tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


BLWR 


UDEY 


T/&A/NUL 


RODIAT 


WTE 1 


WHAT THAT PZAP- 
E 5 EAT WAS ALWAYS 
TRYING TO BORROW. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


An*CH.sQXOX3 0F 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tetnorrewj 

| Jumbles: LEAVE CEASE SOLACE PSYCHE 
■ Answer What a nox-so-bright guy wr-uld ae if he said 
what -was n his mind— SPEECHLESS 


THE Daily Crossword oyt . MSer 


ACROSS 
1 Fuddy-duddy 
5 C'iH 
TO Moiety 
l< Refrain 
syllables 
15 Circus 
employee 
15 Author Ludwig 
17 Toward the 


18 Redolence 

19 Helper 

20 Biher or hiker 
22 Restricted 

2 1 Guitar kin 
25 Related 

28 Log structure 

29 Reporters' 
workplaces 

2A Coves 
36 Formicary 
denizens 


38 Cemsetes 
33 To me point 
Got! pro 
daJlesisros 
<2 - »r the bag! 
43 Honeycomb 
compartment 
u. Set; 

46 Shipwreck 
survivors 
45 Jury 
50 Gym's land 
5: Heinous 
53 Bodega owner 
56 Ring result 

60 Sty cry 

61 Mr. Chios’ 
portrayer 

63 Literary 
lioness 
As -Nautical 
word 

65 High society 

66 Stench 

67 Try cut 

68 Impede 
£3 Bruised 

DOWN 

1 Bulldoze 

2 — avis 

3 "Now — me 
down...” 


ia ana. an 


■aan ■ 
anuaaaa 


!■■■■ aau 


.'TOO Tnto» MwJia Seirees. I rz. 
AJiST^Ownres 


4 Rabble- 
rousers 

5 Touch off 
B Til: 

7 Cupid 

8 Sleep stage 

9 Mischief- 
maker 

10 «;•” 

11 Mid-East VIP 

12 il resort 

13 Aviated 
21 Relative 
23 Broadcasts 

25 Grain beards 

26 Communal 

27 Author Loos 

28 Consecrate 
38 Premature 

31 Vast amount 

32 Clneaste's 
deflghi 


s Puxzls Solved: 


BUtiU U LI LIU LI UHEJU 

LUIUEJ aasau qbod 

QEBfl UULJUL1 OaSU 
QQQniUiaaOHDQO 
IXLJfJ ijciao 
OQDHQ naOGHJ . 

ffouu acnanaa ads 
QHH!3aaoaaHar£ininii3 : 
BOG GOOHBH 0HS0 

„ Qaaaa gggbg 
anon god 
aaGaonaonuoiiiB 

BOGS QQLitfS QHHQ 
DDOB - OHOina GHDU 

gang □□dbg uljliu 


51 Vas: amount 43 Pan of TLC 

32 ClneasKTs 45 "Beowulf e.Q. 

defl£hi 47 Slate 

33 Compete in a 46 House on the 

bee Hitt 

36 Manages 52 Elector 

■43 Verve 53 Farm snrma! 

41 Hunters 54 Annoy 


55 Wallet 
items 

56 Make an 
afgttan 

57 Margarine 

56 Addict 
59 Confiscate 
62 Corrida shout 
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Iran, N.Korea 
sign oil deal 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has signed 
an agreement to sell a million 
tonnes of crude oil to North 
Korea annually over the next five 
years, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA reported. 

Iran was to export a million 
tonnes of crude to North Korea in 
1990 as part of a $600 million 
trade agreement signed last May. 

Pakistan seeks 
gas from Qatar 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan is 
negotiating with Qatar to import 
natural gas. Petroleum and Natu- 
ral Resources Minister Nisar Ali 
Khan has said. 

He told the lower house of 
parliament plans called for laying 
a gas pipeline from Qatar to the 
Pakistani city Karachi within four 
years under World Bank supervi- 
sion. 

‘‘Preliminary talks in this re- 
gard have already been com- 
pleted,** be said, but gave no 
details. 

A spokesman for Crescent Pet- 
roleum Company International of 
Sharjah, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, said in Islamabad last week 
the pipeline would be laid under 
an agreement between the Qatari 
government and his company 
without any Pakistani financial 
obligation. 

Most of the 1,600 kilometre 
pipeline would be under sea, he 
said. 

Poland attracts 
Coca-Cola 

WARSAW (R) — Coca-Cola 
Co. of the United States will 
invest neatly $50 million to build 
three soft drink factories in Po- 
land, a senior company executive 
has said. 

Neville Isdell, Coca-Cola's rep- 
resentative for northern and east- 
ern Europe and Africa, said the 
investment was the biggest, 
announced by any U.S. company 
in Poland since the collapse of 
co mmunism in 1989. 




Gulf International Bank 
announces big loss, 
increases capital 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Interna- 
tional Bank (GIB) owned by six 
Gulf Arab states and Iraq, has 
announced a 1990 net loss of 
$422,43 million. 

It strengthened its capital base 
with a $450 million injection by a 
Kuwaiti company. 

GIB said it had set aside $465 
million in new provisions in 1990 
against possible bad loans to bor- 
rowers whose financial status had 
been adversely affected by the 
Gulf war. 

This had sent the Bahrain- 
based bank into loss again in the 
calendar year reporting period. 
In 1989, it announced a net 
$692.49 million loss after pre- 
vious loan loss provisions. 

However, GIB received $450 
million from a new shareholding 
by Gulf Investment Corporation 
(GIC), the bank said. 

This long-awaited capital in- 
crease together with falls in the 
bank’s exposure has significantly 
improved GIB's capital ratios, 
which are a measure of the bank's 
financial stability. 

“I am very satisfied with the 
credit quality of our assets follow- 
ing the large provisions made 
both in this and previous years." 


said GIB General Manager Ghazi 
Abdul Jawad in the statement 
released by the bank. 

GIC, which re in corpora ted in 
Bahrain after the Iraqi invasion, 
is one of the most financially 
sound, surviving Kuwait institu- 
tions, banking sources say. 

The sources said the GIC move 
would cover much of GIB’s loan 
risks toward Iraq, and would 
dilute the Iraqi holding in GIB., 

The six other shareholders are 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and Oman. The bank gave no 
‘details of the new share structure. 

Ghazi told Reuters in an inter- 
view last week that GIC’s move 
was meant as a long-term invest- 
ment. 

He also said Iraq's position as 
both shareholder and debtor of 
GIB might have worried other 
banks but that GIB’s financial 
position was now secure and his 
bank was fully provisioned 
against country exposure. 

The bank’s total assets at the 
end of 1990 fell sharply to $6.59 
billion from $9.89 due to “asset 
realisations and scheduled rede- 
mptions," the bank said, but gave 
no further details. 


Romania to get 
$40m U.S. loan 

BUCHAREST (R) — The United States has agreed to resume 
economic aid to Romania and contribute $40 million to an 
international bridging loan, a senior Romanian minister said Tues- 
day. 

Eugen Dijmarescu, minister for economic guidance, was quoted by 
the state news agency Rompres as saying U:S. officials promised to 
contribute to the loan arranged by the Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS). 

Dijmarescu said the promise was made during his visit to the 
United States last week. He did not indicate the size of the BIS 
package. 

Washington blocked non-humanitarian aid to Romania after six 
people were killed in political violence in Bucharest last June. 

Romania wants to upgrade economic relations with the United 
States by resuming the most-favoured-nation trade status dropped by 
delator Nicolae Ceansescu one year before he was ousted and 
executed in December 1989's popular revolt. 


Kuwait agrees 
to reemploy 
Bangladeshis 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladeshis 
who lost their jobs after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait would be reem- 
ployed by the emirate, govern- 
ment officials said Wednesday. 

“Kuwait has agreed to reem- 
ploy Bangladeshis who had been 
forced to leave the emirate after 
the invasion by Iraq," one official 
said. 

“People having experience in 
reconstruction work will get 
priority. Others will go back to 
their jobs in phases,” be added. 

A total of 70.000 Bangladeshis 
lost their jobs because of the Gulf 
crisis. Dhaka says it expects all 
70,000 to be reemployed in 

phases. 

The U.N. Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) said Bang- 
ladesh. India, Pakistan, Papua 
New .Guinea, the Philippines, 
Sooth Korea, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand lost nealy $1.5 billion in 
remittances from workers who 
fled the Gulf. 

Bangladesh said its losses total- 
led nearly $100 million by last 
month. Repatriation of Bang- 
ladeshis had in addition cost 
around $30 million, though this 
was partly funded by external 
sources, officials said. 


U.S. eases 
Moroccan debt 

RABAT (R) — The United 
States has agreed to reschedule 
$128 million of Morocco's debt. 

The U.S. embassy said in 
statement the agreement covered 
all debts and arrears falling due 
between Jan. 1, 1990, and March 
31, 1991. Payments would be 
rescheduled for 20 years with a 
10-year grace period at “advan 
tageous interest rates." 
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U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Demschcmark 
Swiss banc 
French franc 

Buy ' ScB 

668.0 672.0 
1261.5 1269.1 

4323 434.9 
496-5 499.5 

127.0 127.8 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutdi guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian Inn (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

489.5 

383.8 

116.6 
58.0 

211.8 

492.4 

386.1 

117.3 

58.3 
2L3.1 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.8870/80 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1577/82 

Canadian dollar 

1.3433/40 

Deutschemarks 

1.7395/7405 

Dutch guilders 

1.3443/50 

Swiss francs 

31.80/84 

Belgian francs 

5.2550/2600 

French francs 

1153/1154 

Italian lire 

136.35/45 

Japanese yen 

5.7225/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.0330/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9320/70 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 363.60/364.10 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 
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SYDNEY ■ — Shares^were dragged low.er Joy, gloomy job .statistics 
and last week’s news of $1 3 billion of new share issues. The All 
Ordinaries index ended 5.2 down at 1387.2. 

TOKYO — Stocks dosed moderately firmer in light trade with 
many investors sidelined by uncertainty about interest rates and 
the economy. The Nikkei rose 94.45 to 25.976.02. 

HONG KONG — Shares dosed higher, recovering from early 
losses on late institutional buying. The Hang Seng index rose 
11.97 points to 3,56434 after hitting a low of 3336. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed higher across the board on 
renewed buying interest with some profittaking also seen. The 
Straits Times index ended up 9.87 at 1,472.85. 

BOMBAY — - Prices ended higher government proposed no fresh 
taxes in the interim budget. The BSE index rose 5.03 points to, 
1,225.44, after peaking at 1,231.29. The National index gained 
4.63 to 611.98. 

FRANKFURT — German shares .ended 0.9 per cent higher with 
the DAX index at 1330.86. One dealer said strong eariy gains for 
insurer aDianz. helped swing prices higher. 

PAJUS — The Paris bourse postd a six-month dosing high on 
continued expectations of interest rate cuts, traders said. Hie 
CAC-40 index dosed at 1.766.74. Up 19.95 points or 1.14 per 
cent. 

ZORICH ■— Swiss shares closed slightly higher in quiet trading, 
dealers said. The all-share SPI index rose 11.8 points, or 1.17 per 
cent, to 1,022.8. 
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Egyptian businessmen want piece 
of Kuwait reconstruction cake 


CAIRO (R) Egyptian business- 
men are worried that government 
lethargy is threatening their 
chances of a bite of Kuwait recon- 
struction cake. 

Egypt was a key Arab of the 
alliance that recaptured Kuwait 
from Iraqi troops. A fair share of 
rebuilding contracts could ease 
many of its economic woes, in- 
ducting a shortage of foreign cur- 
rency and growing unemploy- 
ment. 

But a week after Kuwait was 
liberated, businessmen were still 
confused about what to do. 

All most of them know is that 
the Kuwaiti government has 
drawn up plans to restore econo- 
mic life to the pillaged emirate 
and that U.S. and British com- 
panies are scooping up contracts. 

“It is a cake and there is an 
eating competition,” said Samir 
Aalam, chairman of the state- 
owned Nasr contracting Com- 
pany. 


“We must knock on the door of 
the Kuwaiti government to find 
out what they want. We can't get 
ready unless *we know the project 
and its volume to plan financing 
and other things,” he added. “It 
was known Kuwait would be 
liberated, destroyed and recon- 
structed. The Americans and 
Europeans have overtaken us, 
but it is not too late if we move 
now.” 

The cost of rebuilding Kuwait 
has been estimated at up to $100 
billion over the next decade. 
Businessmen say Egypt could 
handle up to 10 per cent of that. 

“If we organise ourselves, de- 
finitely it is possible. If we don’t, 
we will win nothing and do no- 
thing," said Hussein Sabour, 
head of a private consultancy 
firm. 

Some businessmen said the 
Egyptian government had been 
“too shy” to ask the Kuwaitis for 
a stake until they prodded it. 


Some officials agreed they had 
considered it up to the Kuwaitis 
to ask for help to rebuild their 
country, saying: “They invited us 
for liberation, not for reconstruc- 
tion.” 

Sa hour’s response: “If we wait 
for an invitation to reconstruct 
while sitting with one leg crossed 
over the other, then we'll sit at 
home until all the contracts are 
given away.” 

The Egyptian government 
started to contact banks in Janu- 
anny to discuss financing for re- 
construction projects. 

Until now. however, there 
have been no direct talks with 
Kuwaiti officials — other than a 
round last month with the emi- 
rate’s health and trade ministers 
which brought Cairo 13 per cent 
of a three-month emergency plan 
to provide Kuwait with medicine, 
doctors and drivers. 

Egypt, which sent 35,000 
troops to help liberate Kuwait, 


could sorely do with much more. 

Businessmen now are pressing 
banks to cut red tape and facili- 
tate loans to finance reconstruc- 
tion projects. 

They say Egypt could send 
labourers to Kuwait to replace 
more than 500,000 expatriates, 
mainly Asians and Palestinians, 
who have left since the crisis 
began. 

It also wants a stake in con- 
struction projects, either in joint 
ventures with foreign firms or 
through sub-contracts. 

“We need the government to 
support us. to introduce us to the 
Kuwaitis, like British Prime 
Minister John Major did.” said 
Mohammad Ghanem, secretary- 
general of the Egyptian Business- 
men’s Association. 

Before the war began. Major 
took the heads of several British 
firms with him to Saudi Arabia to 
meet exiled Kuwaiti officials. 


Japan puts final stamp 
on Gulf aid package 


TOKYO (R) — The Gulf war 
may be over but it took until 
Wednesday for Japan to put the 
final stamp of approval on its $9 
billion pledge for the U.S.-led 
Gulf force. 

After weeks of heated debate 
in parliament, Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu won approval for 
his pledge of war fonds when 
legislators formally passed a 
package of bills to provide the 
funds. 

Japan is expected to deliver the . 
money by the end of March to a 
Gulf cooperation fund it set up 
last year to handle its contribu- 
tions to the region. A committee 
of six allied Arab nations over- 
sees the fund. 

The bills were passed in the 
lower house last week. The upper 
house approved the package in a 
budget committee Tuesday and 
formally passed it at a full ses- 
sion Wednesday. 

Kaifu first announced the S9 
billion pledge in January shortly 
after, the war . started. )Jt came 
■under attack .almost immediately ' 
when parliament tesumedon Jan. ‘ 
25- after a' new year recess. 


Only after the ruling party 
negotiated a deal with two cen- 
trist opposition parties did Kaifu 
win support for his pledge. In 
return he had to promise to cut 
defence spending. 

Government officials unveiled 
details Wednesday of a plan to 
send a survey team to the Middle 
East to determine the type of 
postwar aid Japan should offer. 

The 14-member mission, made 
up of experts on pollution, wild- 
life and water sanitation, will 
leave this week on a 10-day tour 
of Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates, the fore- 
ign ministry said. 

Team members, drawn from 
various government agencies, will 
examine oil spills and burning oil 
wells in the region. 

In the weeks ahead, Kaifu’s 
government is expected to unveil 
an aid package for the Middle 
East and Asian countries affected 
by the Gulf crisis. 
nrj^Wipugh.nq official figure has 
lieeri stated, ruling party leaders 
-bave,said it wUI be in therange of 
*10 billion: 


Manila lost $600m 
from Gulf crisis 


TOKYO (R) — The Philippines 
lost $600 million because of the 
Gulf crisis but Japan made up 
some of the loss through addi- 
tional credits, visiting Philippine 
Finance Secretary Jesus Estanis- 
lao told a luncheon Wednesday. 

Initial estimates put the losses, 
due to higher oil prices and lost 
remittances from the Middle 
East, at $800 million but stabilisa- 
tion measures introduced in 
September and December cut the 
figure by $200 million, he said. 

Last week in Hong Kong, ma- 
jor donor countries and interna- 
tional organisations pledged $3.3 
billion in fresh loans and aid to 
the Philippines, with Japan the 
biggest donor. 

Estanislao said he had ex- 
pected S800-S900 million from 
Japan but because of the Gulf 
crisis Tokyo boosted the figure to 
$1.3 billion. 

He said he met with leaders of 
the Kuwaiti government in exile 
in Saudi Arabia- in December 
when they promised him a high 
priority would be given to Philip- 
pine technicians, engineers and 


construction workers in the re- 
construction of Kuwait. 

Half a million Filipinos worked 
in Saudi Arabia before the crisis 
and a large number in Kuwait, he 
said. All planned to go back. 

Tomas Alcantara, vice chair- 
man of the Philippine Board of 
Investments, said Japan was the 
biggest foreign investor in his 
country, with $304 million in 
equity investments in 1990 — 32 
per cent of total foreign invest- 
ment — up from $156 million in 
1989. 

Second last year was Hong 
Kong, with $207 million up from 
$181 million, third was Taiwan 
with $139 million down from S147 
million, and fourth the United 
States with S59 million, down 
from $130 million, he said. 

In January, Japanese firms 
made equity investments worth 
$29 million, about 25 per cent of 
total foreign investment, he said. 

“The Gulf crisis did not dam- 
pen the pace and rate of invest- 
ment registrations during the 
second half of 3990. as we had 
feared,” Alcantara said. 


Mercedes 
launches 
super ‘S* 

GENEVA (R) — Mercedes- 
Benz has unveiled its new “S" 
class super cars and promptly 
bumped up prices by 20 per cent 
over the luxury series of the same 
name they replace. 

In a speech at the launch, 
Mercedes-Benz A.G. board 
member Jurgen Hubbert said “S” 
class prices in Germany would 
range from 77,000 marks to 
174,000 ($50,000 to $113,000) be- 
fore taxes. 

The launch coincides with de- 
clining demand in the United 
States, the world’s biggest market 
for luxury cars. 

In addition, analysts say, com- 
petition from Japanese manufac- 
turers in this class is threatening 
to spread to Europe from the 
United States. 

“At a time when the public is 
concerned with (exhaust) emis- 
sions and waste, Mercedes comes 
up with bigger cars, with bigger 
engines, more of everything," 
said San jay Dabysing, automo- 
tive group director at McGraw 
Hill’s London-based forecasting 
group DRI. 

“As it’s Mercedes they'll get 
away with it. But if they were 
designing it now they wouldn’t 
have made it so big.” he said. 

The new “S” cla ss cars have 
engines ranging from a 3.2 litre 
six cylinder unit, 4.2 arid 5 litre 
V-8s, and a 6 litre V-12. 

Mercedes says the cars have 
catalytic converters to reduce ex- 
haust emissions, and many of the 
car’s parts are recydeable. 

“This car wall cany all before 
it,” said John Lawson, executive 
director of Nomura Research In- 
stitute in London. 

Last year Mercedes said it sold 
60340 “S” class cars worldwide, 
against 43,455 for its main rival, 
the BMW 7 series. 

“It’s certainly going to sell ex- 
ceptionally strongly and it 
appears to be a fantastic pro- 
duct,'’ said Stephen Reitxnan, 
European motor analyst at UBS 
Phillips and Drew. 

“But there are questions for the 
longer term. The first 18 months 
will give very little indication of 
long-term success. Initially ft will 
be selling mainly to existing Mer- 
cedes owners eager to be seen to 
have the new one,” he said. 


IMF examines price 
rises of major nations 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Prices 
paid by consumers in major in- 
dustrial countries including the 
United States rose by five per 
cent in 1990, faster than in any 
year since 1983, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has re- 
ported. 

The rate in the United States, 
which hit a low of 1.9 per cem in 
1986, has been rising again since 
then. It reached 5.4 per cent in 
1990. 

Britain had the sharpest in- 
crease, from five per cent in 1984 
to 9.5 per cent last year. 

, West Germany and France 
were exceptions. The German 
rise in this measure of inflation 
last year was the smallest among 
the major countries: 2.7 per cent, 
slightly less than the 2.8 per cent 
of 1989. 

The fund has not yet included 
in its statistics the figures for what 
was formerly East Germany. 

In France the rate of increase 
dropped from 9.6 per cent in 1983 
to 3.4 per cem in 1990. Canada 
also reported a slowing rate for 
1990. 4.8 per cent instead of 
1989's five per cent. 

The 1990 figure for Italy was 
not in, but the rate dropped' there 
from 14.7 per cent in 1984 to 6.3 
per cent in 1989. 


Japan maintained its reputa- 
tion for low inflation. Japanese 
prices foiled to rise at all in 1987, 
but did go up by 3.1 per cent in 
1990. 

Of the 23 countries listed as 
industrial, 1990 figures were un- 
available for six. 

“The most marked increases 
were for Greece, to 20.4 per cent 
in 1990 from 13.7 per cent in 
1989; Sweden to 10.5 per cent 
from 6.4 per cent and Switzerland 
to 5.4 per cent from 3.2 per 
cent," the fund’s “IMF Memor- 
andum” reported. 

It also noted an increase in 
foreign reserves all over the world 
for the fifth year in a row, to a 
total of $897 billion in 1990. The 
overall increase amounted to 6.9 
per cent. 

Japan’s reserves dropped to 
$78 billion but remained the 
world’s highest. Reserves in the 
United States rose to $72 biUion, 
the second highest level. Ger- 
many and Italy were next in line. 

Reserves in Third World coun- 
tries also increased, though at a 
slower rate than among industrial 
countries. There was a small de- 
cline in the Middle East and in 
the oil exporting countries as a 
group. 


Inflation in Peru drops 

LIMA (AP) — Peru's crippling inflation slowed substantially in 
February, when prices rose by only 7.3 per cent, according to a 
private economic consulting company. 

The Apoyo Company said that February's rate was less than half 
the rate of the previous month, when prices rose 16.4 per cent. 

Apoyo said accumulated inflation over the past twelve months 
totaled 7,177.7 per cent. At February’s rate, prices would rise about 
130 per cent over 12 months. 


FOR SALE 

Nissan Patrol four wheel drive. Long wheel base, seats 7/8. Six 
years old but in excellent condition. Recent complete overhaul. 
New/extra tyres & hubs, roofrack, stereo. JD 11.000 or nearest 
offer. 

Telephone 660100 extension 1235. 


FOR RENT 

Semi villa consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms 
and two salons; with telephone, garden, central heating 
and garage. 

Located in A( Swe'rfiyah area. 

For information please call tel. 826095 from 10 
a.m. till 5 p.m. 


Maxwell 
buys N. Y. 
newspaper 

NEW YORK (R) — British pub- 
lisher Robert Maxwell has agreed 
to buy the New York Daily News, 
pulling the tabloid back from the 
brink of closure after a bitter 
four-month strike, the newspap- 
er’s owners announced Tuesday. 

The sale of Maxwell’s Mirror 
Group newspapers is subject to 
agreement with nine unions 
which have been embroiled in the 
gruelling strike with the paper’s 
management. 

the Daily, owned by the Tri- 
bune Company of Chicago and 
once the latest-circulation U.S. 
newspaper, has been crippled by 
the strike that began Oct. 25. The 
management of the Daily News 
said Monday it would dose the 
newspaper by March 15 unless a 
buyer could be found. 

Earlier Tuesday, representa- 
tives of the Daily News's nine 
striking unions said Maxwell 
would meet them Thursday for 
talks on the future of the news- 
paper. 

In a statement, the company 
said: “The letter of intent also 
provides that the Daily News will 
not hold discussions or negotia- 
tions relating to the sale of the 
newspaper with any other party.” 
Terms of the sale were not im- 
mediately available. 

George McDonald, president 
of the Allied Printing Trades 
Council, the umbrella group of 
the nine unions that have been on 
strike, told reporters at newspap- 
er guild headquarters he was con- 
fident a final agreement with 
Maxwell could be reached. He 
said Maxwell had set a March 11 
deadline for forging the conn-act 
agreements. 

McDonald said the phone rang 
Tuesday morning and he heard a 
British accent. “It was good 
news,” he said. “Maxwell said 
’give me the word and I’m on the 
next plane.”’ 

Talks will go on around the 
clock if necessary to reach a deal. 
McDonald said the unions are 
expected to make massive con- 
cessions to save jobs and ulti- 
mately rescue the paper. 

“If both sides shake their heads 
in the same direction then we can 
get it done in 48 hours,” McDo- 
nald said. "Any offer we get will 
be better than what we’ve got 
now with the News manage- 
ment.” 
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Indian government resigns 
over Gandhi surveillance row 


ANC 

rejects 
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Police turn back Ershad 
supporters from home 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — 
Police tamed back about 1,000 
supporters of former President 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad who 
tried to inarch Wednesday to the 
bouse where the former Bang- 
ladeshi leader is detained. 

Demonsuatois scuffled with 
police at a barbed wire barri- 
cade, but no injuries were re- 
ported. 

Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury, 

acting president of Ershad's 
Jatiya Party, vowed to launch a 
campaign of street demonstra- 
tions to press for the former 
president's release. 

Ershad, who seized power in a 
bloodless 1982 mDirary coup, res- 
igned the presidency in Decem- 
ber after massive protests against 
what opponents called his corrupt 
and authoritarian rale. He has 
been under house arrest since 
Dec. 12. 

Although facing trial on 
charges that include illegal pos- 
session of firearms, corruption 
and abuse of power, Ershad was 
permitted by law to ran in last 
week’s parliamentary election be- 
cause he has not yet been con- 
victed of any offences. 

In a stronger electoral showing 
than expected, the Jatiya Party 
took 35 of parliament’s 300 seats 
— including five won by Ershad 
himself. 

Multiple candidacies are com- 
monplace in Bangladesh as a way 
of demonstrating support for top 
politicians asnd hedging against 
defeat in a single constituency. 
But winners are allowed to keep 
only one seat, with by-elections 
held in the others. 

“We wifi not go to parliament 
keeping our leader in detention,” 
Mizan Chowdhury told the de- 
monstrators. who responded with 
shouts of “release Ershad or else 
we will take to the streets.” 

Ershad’s first trial, on the 
weapons charge, is scheduled to 


start on March 19. If convicted, 
be automatically would lose his 
parliament seat. The charge car- 
ries a maximum sentence of life in 
prison. 

Ershad’s supporters were stop- 
ped by police about three blocks 
from the hone where the 60-year- 
old retired army general is under 
bouse arrest. 

The biggest winner in the Feb. 
27 electioin was Khaleda Zia’s 
Bangladesh National Party, 
which captured 140 seats. Mrs. 
Zh, 46. is expected to form the 

next government with the support 
of small parties or independents. 

The surprise loser was the 
Awami League led by Sheikh 
Hasina, 43. It won 84 seats, and 
smaller allied parties took 
another 11. 

Hasina offered to resign as 
party president Sunday, but Awa- 
mi League Secretary General Sa- 
jeda Chowdhury said Wednesday 
she has withdrawn the offer. 

Hasina has decided to remain 
at the head of the party in the 
“greater interest of the organisa- 
tion and the country,” Awami 
League General Secretary Sajeda 
Chowdhury said. 

“Thousands of party leaders 
and workers have requested 
Hasina to lead our party... and 
she has accepted their request,” 
Sajeda said. 

Newspapers said Hasina ten- 
dered her resignation because of 
criticism of her handling of the 
election campaign. Critics inside 
and outside the party have ac- 
cused her of arrogance and en- 
gaging in personal attacks on 
Mrs. Zia. undermining the Awa- 
mi League's superior grassroots 
organisation. 

The elections marked Bang- 
ladesh’s first democratic transi- 
tion of power in the 20 years since 
it won its independence from 
Pakistan in a war. 


Peru’s epidemic spreads 
to Ecuador as toll mounts 



NEW DELHI iRl - Indian 
Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar, whose liny (our- month- 
old minority government de- 
pended on the erratic support of 
Rajiv Gandhi's Congress Party, 
quit Wednesday and asked for 
new elections. 

“I have recommended there 
-hould he a fresh mandate from 
the people.” Shekhar told repor- 
ters after emerging from the pres- 
idential palace and saying his 
resignation had been accepted. 

President Ramoswamy Venk- 
Jt.iraman would decide within 24 
hours whether he would agree to 
cal! elections or ask someone else 
to trv to form a government. 
Shekhar saul. 

Congress Party sources said 
Gandhi was wooing members of 
various parties in an effort to 
torrn a government himself. 

“We have to accept the reali- 
ties ■»! politics and anihmctic is 
one ot those realities.'* Shekhar 
said in a rambling and emotional 
speech tn a Lok Subha t lower 
house of parliament ) deserted by 


BRATISLAVA. Czechoslovakia 
iAP) — Public Against Violence 
iF.\V>. she movement that led 
the revolt against communism and 
became the strongest political 
force in the eastern republic of 
Slo\ iiku. is splitting, reports said 
V* ednesdav . 

Slovakia's popular premier. 
Vladimir Mectar. walked out of a 
leadership meeting and 
announced formation of a sepa- 
rate faction, the Czechoslovak 
News Agency (CTK) said. 


Congrcsss but packed with 
opposition members ready to 
vote him out. 

Opposition leaders said before 
Shekhar's surprise announcement 
that they would take advantage of 
Congress's absence to move a 
no-confidence motion against his 

government. 

Congress boycotted parliament 
for a second day Wednesday, 
demanding that Shekhar name 
the person who ordered two 
policemen from neighbouring 
Haryana state to keep watch on 
Gandhi's New Delhi residence. 
The two were arrested Saturday. 

Gandhi, whose Congress is the 
biggest party in the house. let 
Shekhar lake office last Novem- 
ber. offering him support on 
terms which put the government's 
life-spin at Gandhi's mercy. 

Gandhi has been increasingly 
critical of the Shekhar govern- 
ment in recent weeks, especially 
about a government decision 
allowing U.S. military transport 
planes to refuel in India on their 
way to and from the Gulf. 


Meciar's strong advocacy of 
Slovak interests has made him 
unpopular in the larger, western 
Czech republic and with leading 
members of the federal govern- 
ment in Prague. 

But he is popular in Slovakia, 
the country's easternmost third 
where about 5 million of the 
country 15 million people live. 
Demands for more independence 
from the Czechs have grown since 
the anti-Communist revolution of 
late 19S9. 


“Congress is a political party 
that supports us. but there's a 
limit to what we can accept. 
Beyond a certain limit we are not 
bound to accept their advice.” 
Shekhar told the Lok Sabha. 

“I don’t know if their support is 
there or not. but I cannot run the 
government after seeing their 
conduct,” he declared. 

Gandhi refused to say if Con- 
gress would stake a claim to 
government. 

He told reporters Congress had 
not withdrawn its support but 
said it was sad that the govern- 
ment had not taken “appropriate 
action" against those responsible 
for the surveillance on him. 

"In spite of our support, the 
government ... did not trust us 
enough and put us under surveill- 
ance." he said. 

Politicians linked the spying 
incident with Deputy Prime 
Minister Devi Lai. whose power 
base is Haryana and whose critics 
accuse him of tortuous political 
intrigue. 

Devi Lai was instrumental in 


Meciar and his ally Miland 
Knazako.the head of Slovakia’s 
new office for foreign affairs, will 
form a new faction but try to stay 
within PAV. CTK said said. 

CTK reported later that the 
new faction would be called Pub- 
lic Against Violence — for 
Democratic Slovakia. It quoted 
Meciar as saying his group had 
the support of 16 of the 
movement's 42 districts in Slova- 
kia. 


helping Shekhar engineer a split 
in the Janata Dal Party of former 
Prime Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh. 

“His is not a political crisis, it 
is a constitutional crisis.” L.K. 
Advani, leader of the opposition 
Bharatya Janata Party (BJP) told 
parliament just before Shekhar's 
bombshell announcement. 

He said the government bad 

postponed the budget for the 
fiscal year that being next month 
and there were no provisions yet 
on how to finance the govern- 
ment in the meantime. 

“The Congress Party has acted 
like a puppeteer,” Advani said. 

“Never in 40 years (of Indian 
independence) has there been so 
much political instability and un- 
certainty.” he said. 

“Hie country is going to rack 
and ruin,” Communist Party of 
India leader Inderjit Gupta told 
the chamber. “No one is discus- 
sing the economic crisis ... we 
spend all our time on how to 
make and uumake govern- 
ments.” 

Sri Lankan 

premier 

given 

defence 

post 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
Prime Minister Dingiri Banda 
Wijetunga was appointed deputy 
defence minister on 'Wednesday, 
succeeding Ranjan Wijeratne 
who was killed by a car bomb last 
week. 

Wijetunga, who is also finance 
minister, was sworn in by Presi- 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa. the 
president’s office said. 

The appointment was made as 
thousands of people streamed 
into the capital for wijeratne’s 
state funeral and cremation. 

The minister was killed m an 
explosion that ripped apart his 
car in Colombo’s Bambalapitiya 
district as he was going to work 
Saturday. Thirty-one other peo- 
ple died in the blast. 

Police detained 200 Tamils — 
suspected members of the Libera- 
ti on T igers of Tamil Eelan 
(LTTE) separatist group or its 
allies — for questioning about the 
bomb attack. 

Wijeratne had directed a re- 
lentless war against Tamil guerril- 
las fighting in the north and east 
of the island for an independent 
state. 

Police offered a S25 .000 reward 
for information leading to the 
arrest of those responsible. 

The south-based Marxist Peo- 
ple’s liberation Front, which Wi- 
jeratne smashed in 1989. and 
casino operators investigated by 
the late minister were also sus- 
pects, police said. 

Political analysts said the 
appointment of Wijetunga was a 
surprise because he was a soft- 
spoken and un-aggressive minis- 
ter. “He is too soft for the post,” 
a Western diplomat said. 

Wijetunga. 69, was appointed 
prime minister and minister or 
finance when the ruling United 
National Party won parliamen- 
tary polls in 1989. 

He resigned as governor of the 
north western province to con- 
test the election. He is a dose 
confidant of Premadasa. 


TOKYO (AP) — From the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Bloc to the 
withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait 
events that have upset power 
balances around the globe are 
bypassing Japan's tentative 
foreign-policy establishment. 

And die world’s no. 2 econo- 
mic power is learning, slowly, 
that economic power may not be 
enough to gain the international 
respect and influence it craves. 

While Western nations — and 
corporations — seize the spot- 
light in restructuring the postwar 
Mideast. Japan has lingered 
backstage, embarrassed by its 
political and diplomatic dithering 
over support (or the Gulf war. 

Kuwait has made clear its de- 
sire to award reconstruction con- 
tracts to countries that performed 
key roles in its liberation. Of 200 
contracts awarded so far. 75 per 
cent went to U.S. companies and 
22 per cenr to British firms, the 
Japan Economic Journal re- 
ported. 

None went to the Japanese, 
despite their long commercial ties 
to Kuwait. The government ack- 
nowledges it is asking corpora- 
tions not to do business until 
asked to avoid looking like “eco- 
nomic invaders.” 

Adding insult to injury, Japan 
must watch while its one-time 
colony and growing economic riv- 
al, South Korea, moves swiftly to 
capitalise on the postwar Gulf 
and the vast changes in the Soviet 


census as 
racist 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Nel- 
son Mandela's African National 
Congress (ANC) has rejected the 
South African government’s 
plans to hold a census Thursday 
that will poll inhabitants accord- 
ing to race and that excludes 
many black townships. 

The ANC said in a statement it 
bad every reason to fear that the 
census, held every 10 years, 
would be less than complete. 

“The government appears to 
be intent on carrying out a tawdry 
sleight of hand which will entail 
separate and distinct processes 
for enumerating whites on the 
one hand and Africans on the 
other,” the ANC said. 

“Considering this will probably 
be the last census conducted be- 
fore a democratic election, a 
great deal depends on its reliabil- 
ity and accuracy,” the statement 
said. 

The government's Central Sta- 
tistical Service (CSS) has 
announced that aerial surveys 
would be carried out over many 
large black townships where poli- 
tical unrest made it impossible to 
carry out door-to-door surveys. 

South Africa's four nominally 
independent homelands, where 
more than one third of South 
Africa’s 28 million blacks are 
estimated to live, are carrying out 
separate surveys. Much of the 
information gathered is not to be 
made public. 

The government says anyone 
not cooperating with the census 
will be fined 1,000 rand (S400) 
and a further fine of 50 rand ($20) 
for every day they refuse to 
cooperate. 

The ANC stopped short of 
calling for a census boycott, 
saying only that the poll would 
foil to give an accurate reflection 
of the population. 

Meanwhile South Africa's first 
parliamentary by-election of the 
year will Wednesday test white 
opinion of reformist President 
F.W. de Klerk’s promise to re- 
move the remaining pillars of 
apartheid. 

The ruling National Party (NP) 
and the white supremacist Con- 
servative Party (CP) both predict 
that the government will retain 
the Maitland consituency in Cape 
Town. 

But CP organiser Herman Van 
Der Walt said his party, which 
advocates white domination and 
return to the rigid racial segreg- 
tion of apartheid, would post 
significant gains, on its estimated 
1989 base of 1,000 supporters in 
the area. 

“The National Party is going to 
get a big shock,” he said. 

NP and CP organisers gave 
similar predictions of the likely 
result — both said they expected 
the CP to poll around 3,000 votes 
with the NP taking 5,000 to 6,000 
votes. 

The likely difference will be in 
the interpretation of the vote, 
with the NP hailing any win as an 
endorsement of reform and the 
CP claiming any gain as a conde- 
mnation of integration. 

NP Cabinet Minister Kent 
Durr, who has been named as 
South Africa's new ambassador 
to London, edged home in the 
1989 national election with' a 
1,400 majority over the Liberal 
Democratic Party (DP). 


Union. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is set to make his first visit 
here next month, but Japan- 
Soviet relations remain chilled by 
a 45-year-old territorial dispute 
that has stymied trade. Korea, 
meanwhile, has quickly exploited 
its newly normalised relations 
with the Soviets, its eyes set on 
developing resource-rich Siberia. 
Japan has long prized tire region. 

Critics say foreign policy- 
makers here may have missed an 
historic chance to resolve the 
territorial dispute, which involves 
four northern islands seized by 
the Soviets at the end of World 
War II and claimed by Japan. 

Kuniko Inoguchi. a Sophia 
University political economist, 
said Japan “failed to catch the 
stream” of Gorbachev's reform 
policies at his height of power in 
the late 1980s. In a newly con- 
servative Soviet Union 
threatened by separatist move- 
ments, some fear Gorbachev may 
no longer be in a position to yield 
territory. 

For Japan, which adjusted 
skillfully to global economic 
changes such as the 1970s oil 
shocks and '80s trade frictions, it 
is deeply frustrating to be so 
befuddled by political change. 

Much of the fault, analysts say, 
lies in the dramatic difference 
between Japan’s formidable eco- 
nomic ministers and its politically 
weak diplomatic establishment. 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — The Peru- 
vian cholera epidemic is 
approaching 55,000 cases, and 
officials in Ecuador report the 
first death in a neighbouring 
country. 

The death toll for the 
epidemic, now in its sixth week, 
rose Tuesday to 258 in Peru, with 
65 deaths reported in the first 
days of March. 

Health officials around the 
country indicate that while the 
number of new cases had been 
declining, there has been a surge 
in recent days. 

"The number of cases arriving 
is reaching the levels that we had 
at the beginning of the 
epidemic,” said Dr. Sigtiberto 
Cassiano, of Lima’s Dos de Mayo 
Hospital. 

Health Ministry figures re- 
leased Tuesday showed 51,907 
cases since Jan. 23. Nearly 13.000 
people have been hospitalised. 

In Ecuador, Health Minister 
Plutarco Naranjo said a 55-year- 
old woman who died Sunday was 
among about 20 people who had 
the disease in die village of Bajo 
Alto. The others were treated 
and are out of danger, he said. 

It was the first report of a 
cholera death in any neighbour- 
ing country since tire epidemic 
began in January. Officials in 
Chile. Bolivia and Argentina 
have denied news reports that 
cholera cases have been recorded 
in those countries. 

Naranjo said Peruvian fisher- 
men who travelled to Bajo Alto 


The former, led by the Ministry 
of Finance and Ministry of Inter- 
national Trade and Industry, are 
empowered by a public consensus 
in favoor of rapid economic 
growth. They also carry an aura 
of authority for overseeing 
Japan's “economic miracle.” 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, on the other hand, has 
long pushed for a more active 
foreign policy. But h remains 
strapped by public apathy and 
pacifism, as well as the stigma of 
being Washington’s diplomatic 
yes-man. 

“Bureaucrats in the economic 
ministries have a solid domestic 
base to cope with change. When 
they had to expand domestic de- 
mand (in response to trade press- 
ures). they were confident of 
their power to ask every firm to 
expand its overseas purchases by 
30 per cent.” said Inoguchi. 

“The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, however, doesn't have a 
strong base in domestic society.” 

These differences are crucial in 
Japan's political system, where 
ministry bureaucrats often set 
policy while the ruling Libers! 
Democratic Party remains preoc- 
cupied with pork barrel politics 
and internal power straggles. 

The result is a nation that often 
seems without a power centre, a 
problem that has e me r g ed with 
embarrassing frequency during 
the Gulf crisis. 

The government at different 


from the frontier city of Tumbes 
apparently carried cholera into 

Ecuador. 

Health officials also confirmed 
Monday that the disease has 
appeared in Ecuador’s largest 
city. Guayaquil, which has a 
population of 2 million. 

Peruvian Health Ministry 
spokesman Raul Fernandez said 
the actual number of people car- 
rying cholera is much higher than 
the number of cases reported, 
since three people could be in- 
fected for every person who regis- 
ters symptoms. Medical experts 
say the vibrio cholerae bacillus 
can lay dormant within a human 
being for up to a year. 

Cholera, which is spread in 
feces-contaminated water and 
food, affects the intestines, caus- 
ing diarrhoea and severe fluid 
loss. It can be fatal if not treated. 

Fernandez said epidemiologists 
were still studying the origin of 
the epidemic. But he said experts 
now believed Asian sailors first 
spread the bacillus in the north- 
ern port of Piura, 850 kilometres 
northwest of Luna. 

The fishing and steel centre of 
Chimbote. 360 kilometres north- 
west of tiie capital, has been 
hardest hit by the epidemic. 

Dr. Luis Palma, of the Chim- 
bote Hospital La Cal eta. said 
more than 100 people suffering 
from cholera sy mpt om s — di- 
arrhoea, severe dehydration, 
vomiting and cramps — show up 
daily at the hospital. 


times proposed sending non- 
combat troops, airplanes and 
medical teams. But each initiative 
disappeared in a tangle of 
bureaucratic infighting and public 
anti-war sentiment. 

When Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu wanted to send passenger 
planes to ferry refugees, for ex- 
ample. the Foreign Ministry had 
to consult with the Transporta- 
tion Ministry, which then needed 
to solicit agreement from Japan 
Airlines. The airlines, in turn, 
needed to consult the unions. 
They refused. 

“We don’t have emergency 
laws to empower the prime minis- 
ter to make decisions by him- 
self,” said Masashi Nishihara, a 
political scientist at Japan’s De- 
fence Academy. “We need a law, 
for exmaple, that would allow 
him to tell the Transportation 
Mimicry to secure transport.” 

Japan finally did hire a few 
planes and offered 513 billion for 
the allied effort, but only under 
strong U.S. pressure. 

For Japan, the most comical 
aspect of the seven-month Gulf' 
crisis has been that its most effec- 
tive politician may have been 
Antonio Inoki, an ex-wresder 
who is tire sole member of an 
eccentric “Sports And Peace Par- 
ty.” Inoki flew to Bagh dad twice, 
winning the release of some Jap- 
nese bostages. 

Explained Nishihara: “He didn't 
have to consult -with anyone.” 


Teacher plotted 
'black widow’ 
murder 

EXETER, New Hampshire (R) 
— A 23-year-old New England 
teacher went on trial here ac- 
cused by prosecutors of being a 

scheming seductress who con- 
vinced three teenage pupils to kill 
her newlywed husband. Defence 
lawyers for New Hampshire high- 
school teacher Pamela Smart 
maintain the three teenagers who 
confessed to the murder, includ- 
ing one who was her lover, acted 
alone and were “thrill killers." 
The case has become known as 
the “black widow” murder trial, 
taking its name from a spider 
native to the United States that 
occasionally devours its mare. 
Prosecutor Diane Nicolosi told 
jurors Smart twee plotted with 
her student lover, William Flynn, 
to kill her husband, Gregory. She 
first began- to seduce the then 
16-year-old Flynn in February 
1990. months before the May 1 
killing of Gregory Smart, 24, 
Nicolosi said. The murder occur- 
red a week before the couple's 
first wedding anniversary, when 
Smart was at a school board 
meeting. The motive, Nicolosi 
said, was fear that Smart would 
be left with nothing if her hus- 
band uncovered the affair and 
divorced her. She had a 5140,000 
life insurance policy on him. 
Flynn and two schoolmates — 
Vincent Lattrme, 18, and Patrick 
Randall. 17— have pleaded guil- 
ty to second-degree murder in the 
killing. They are expected to tes- 
tify against Smart- 

Sensible styles, 
bright colours set 
tone in Milan 

MILAN (AP) — The Italian de- 
signers are playing it safe for next 
winter, offering a sensible war- 
drobe of softly tailored dresses 
and skirts and loads of sporty 
knitwear. The look is spruced up 
by short hemlines and colours as 
bright as a neon sign. There is 
no room for frill or fuss in the 
1991-1992 fell-winter collections. 
A short a-Iine is the basic 
silhouette, with candid bis at and 
white checks and plaid patterns 
replacing the demure floral prints 
of last winter. To underline tire 
hushed mood which after the 
Gulf war has settled like a Milan 
morning fog on the usually ex- 
huberant fashion crowd, the de- 
signers are also showing a lot of 
quiet grays. But if spirits are low, 
hemlines are still up with the new 
mini skin either flared or pleated. 
Leggings and unitards contribute 
to make the look sporty rather 
than sexy. Pants are so tapered 
that they are often no more than 
tailored leggings, worn under 
long bulky sweaters or three- 
quarter flared robe jackets. On 
the second day of the five-day 
Milan showings. Bybios and Fer- 
ragamo showed their version of 
the down-played winter look. 
Keith Vartv for Byblos had no 
trouble adjusting to the new 
mood, he just continued to do 
what he is best at. sporty young 
outfits which look good both in 
town and country. Famous for his 
bulky knit sweaters, he pearls and 
knits a few more stiches for next 
winter, to turn a pullover into a 
sweater dress either in black and 
white checks or a Nordic motif 
cable knit. Leggings play heavily 
in his new collection, often a 
fashion item on their own worn 
under a wool jacket, or as part of 
Ins skating skirt look. 

Chinese pig, duck 
farms may be flu 
epidemic source 

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — 
Chinese pig and duck fanners 
may be the source of major in- 
fluenza epidemics that periodical- 
ly sweep the world, acc o rd i ng to a 
French flu expert. Professor 
Claude Hannoun, director of the 
National Influenza Centre at 
Paris’ PasteuT Institute, said 
Monday that there is evidence 
that hybrid h uman - animal fin 
viruses are involved in these out- 
breaks. Such hybrid viruses could 
easily form when drinks and pigs 
are kept together in confined 
spaces, as they are in central 
China, where the epidemics char- 
acteristically originate, said Han- 
noun. Hannoun was in Sydney to 
advise medical experts on an im- 
proved national flu surveillance 
system. Genetic studies of the 
strain of influenza in the 1968 
outbreak, the most recent worl- 
dwide epidemic, suggest a pig- 
duck-human hybrid virus was 
responsible, he said. While hu- 
ma ns cannot be infected with 
dnek influenza virus or vice versa, 
pigs are susceptible to both, he 
said. The gene rearrangements 
are thought to result in a particu- 
larly virulent strain which 
then spread rapidly among hu- 
mans worldwide. 


U.K.’s ruling party could 
face election upset — poll 


LONDON ( R) — Britain's ruling 
Conservative Parts could be [ac- 
me an unexpected challenge in its 
attempt to hold on to a par- 
liament an Mf.ii this week in the 
fifM b> -election since John Major 
oxer as prune minister. 

An opinion poll published in 
the Independent newspaper 
Wednesday showed support for 
the Conservatives in Rihhle Val- 
iev. .nonhem England, at 45 per 
cent with the centrist Liberal 
Democrats at 34 per cent. 

But the poll said one in three 
supporters of the opposition 
l about Pam and one in 1(1 Con- 
servatives >au1 they would .switch 
to the Liberal Democrat candi- 
date it he stood a chance of 
win nine the scat Thursday. 

The newspaper said a late tac- 
tical voting swing could bring just 
such .i result, which could de- 
cisively affect the timing nl the 
eencra! election Major must call 
within the next I* months — and 
possible js c.ulv as June. 


The poll showed support for 
(he Conservatives in the Ribble 
Valley and slumped 16 points 
since the 1987 general election, 
the Liberal Democrats had 
gained 13 points and Labour, on 
IS per cent, was unchanged. 

On those findings the Con- 
servatives would see their major- 
ity of 19.5*10 cut to 5.000. 

“Tories in danger of poll up- 
set.” the headline on the Inde- 
pendent's front-page story said. 

National opinion polls show 
Major, who took over from Mar- 
garet Thatcher in November, is as 
popular as any prime minister 
since World War II. but his party 
nationally enjoys only a narrow 
margin over Labour. 

The Liberal Democrats usually 
do well in by-elections in tradi- 
tional Conservative strongholds 
such .is prosperous Kibble Val- 
le). The issue troubling voters 
most is the widely unpopular poll 
tax. 


U.S. police brutality 
captured on videotape 


I.OS ANGELES (API — The 
FBI :x investigating a bvMandcr's 
videotape of what appeared to he 
a group ol police officers beating 
a motoRxi with nightsticks and 
kicking him as other officers 
kvkcd on 

"This is something we cannot 
and will not lolcrtc.” Mayor Tom 
Bradley said Tuesday after view- 
ing the video 1 I am as shocked 
and outraged as anyone.” 

A o»p> of the videotape shot 
earls Sunday was turned over to 
she police department's Internal 
Affairs Division for an eveevave- 
foree investigation, said deputy 
police chief William Booth. 

FBI agents joined the pro he ns 
investigate possible cn il rights 
violations, said spokesman Fred 
Reagan 

California Highway Patrol 
officers trying to stop a car they 
said wav travelling more than 
kilometres pci hour requested 
assistance from city police, said 
Police Cap: Thomas McBride. 

City police pulled the car over 
in the Labe View Terrace neigh- 
bourhood. 32 kilometres north - 
west of downtown, he said. 

The videotape, taken by a 
neighbourhood resident, appears 
to (how a man being struck repe- 
atedly by three officers with 
batons « be lay on che ground. 
At one point, one officer was 
seen to kick the suspect. 

The man also appeared to have 
been subdued with an electronic 
“srun gun.” 

The man. identified as Rodney 
Glenn King, 25, was booked for 
investigation of evading police 
officers, a felony. He was treated 
at a hospital and remained in jail 
Tuesday. No bail has been set. 

Police refused to say what in- 
juries King suffered or where he 
was treated. 

Ramona Riptton of the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union said 
city police chief Daryl Gates 
“must be held responsible for this 
kind of brutal response.” 

“The ti me has come to take a 
very deep look at whar the de- 


partment does.” she said. 

Gates described the incident as 
an "aberration.” 

“It is not the kind of conduct 
wc have from our officers. I say 
this so one inadent doesn’t indict 
the entire department.” Gates' 
soul 

Police brutality is common in 
the city, Ms. Ripston said. 

“The difference this time is we 
have the proof. We have it on 
tape,” she added 

George Holliday. 31, said he 
videotaped the aileged beating 
from his apartment balcony. 

Holliday said he watched with 
his wife as j white Sedan was 
pulled over by about ID squad 
can. King, who was driving, got 
out of the car and lay face down 
on the pavement when three 
officers beat him for more than a 
minute, he said. 

During the beating, two pas- 
sengers remained in King’s car. 
Police did not identify them. 

“Before they started hitting 
him he was pretty much coopera- 
tive," Holliday said. “It was a 
weird feeling. I was trying to 
think, ‘what could he have done 
to deserve that?'” 

Police Lt. Fred Nixon said a 
police incident report indicated 
King “not alike the men in lus 
car, did not go along willingly. U 
is impossible to look at a video 
and see what the situation was.” 

Roland Coleman of the South- 
ern California Civil Rights Coali- 
tion said the officers acted “like 
beasts and animals.” 

In another videotaped case in- 
volving allegations of police bru- 
tality, jury selection was under 
way this week for two long beach 
policemen charged with assault- 
ing black activist Don Jackson 
during a traffic stop on Jan. 14. 
1989. 

Both Dickey. 31. and his part- 
ner, Mark Ramsey, 29. were 
charged with filing a false report 
and were given stress-related dis- 
ability retirement. Dickey also 
was charged with assault. 


Bush more 
popular but 
discontent 
over economy 
remains 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U-S. President George Bush 
soared to 90 per cent approval 
following victory in the Gulf, but 
Americans are still concerned ab- 
out the economy, according to a 
poll. 

The ABC News-Wash ingtoa 
Post poll released Tuesday 
showed Bush riding a crest of 
popularity following the triumph 
in the Gulf. Lt showed he was 27 
points ahead of the 63 per cent 
approval he scored in a similar 
survey three months ago. 

A full 41 per cent expressed 
approval for the way Bush has 
handled the Gulf war. Just 19 per 
cent approved of the way he has 
handled the economy. 

The poll was conducted Friday 
through Monday among a ran- 
dom sample of 1.215 adults 
nationwide. It has a margin of 
uncertainty of 3 percentage 
points cither way. 

Bush's net approval stood at 63 
per cent on Dec. 2. climbed to 79 
per cent Jan. 27 and then lofted 
to °0 per cent in the current 
survey. 

Net disapproval tumbled from 
33 per cent on Dec. 2 to 19 per 
cent on Jan 29 and then full to its 
current level of 9 per cent. 

[ The 49 per cent approv al of the 
{ way Bush is handling the eco- 
, nomy did represent a slight up- 
j swing from the 45 per cent be 
i scored on Jan. 27. In the current 
j survey, a? per cent expressed 
j disapproval, a drop from 49 per 
j cent on Jan. 27 that is within the 
! margin of uncertainty. 

Asked how the economy is 
! faring , 10 per cent in the current 
j poll said it was getting better, up 
from 6 per cent on Jan. 27. 
\ Fifty -three per cent said getting 
J worse, down from 65 percent and 
3ti per cent said the economy was 
slaying the same, up from 28 per 
j cent. 

Nineteen per cent said they 
were better off financially than 
they were tn 19S9 when Bush 
became president, but 18 per cent 
said they were in worse financial 
shape. Sixty-three per cent said 
they were about the same. 

— Eighty per cent said the 
nation is not making enough 
progress cm the budget deficit, 
poverty or crime. 

— Nearly 75 per cent said the 
nation should be making more 
progress on drugs and health 
care. 

— Seven in 10 were dissatisfied 
with progress on the economy 
and education, six in 10 with 
progress on the environment. 

Bush Tuesday said American 
troops may have been safer in the 
Gulf war than they would have 
been walking the streets of some 
U.S. cities and called on Con- 
gress to pass slitter crime laws. 

“Now that the shooting has 
stopped overseas we’ve got to 
redouble our efforts to silence the 
guns here at home.” Bush told a 
gathering of more than 650 police 
chiefs and few enforcement au- 
thorities. 


Events bypassing Japan’s foreign policy makers 


Leading Slovak movement splits 



